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CHAR    I. 


A  HE  next  morning;  Laura  rose  sooner 
than  she  v/as  accustomed  to  do,  in  tlie 
expectation  of  again  seeing  Lord  John 
before  he  departed;  but  as  he  still  tra- 
velled in  the  old  style,  with  Ids  own  horses, 
lie  had  set  out  by  the  first  dawn  of  light, 
that  he  might  accomplish  his  day's  jour- 
ney without  inconvenience  to  any  of  the 
party,    quadruped  or  bi})ed. 

She  took  her  breakfast,  therefore,  alone, 
and  hastened  to  the  llectory,    where  no 

VOL.  II.  B  gambling- 
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gambling  fiend  presided  —  where  disap- 
])ointed  vice  never  di;-5tuil)cd  the  scrcnily 
of  its  inhabitants,  and  where  triiimjihant 
vice  never  stalked  unveiled,  and  scolling 
at  restraint — wlierethat  dignified  modesty 
that  would  not  unsought  be  won,  was 
ingraited  on  the  mind  of  the  one  sex, 
and  morality,  inculcated  in'  examjde 
more  than  precept,  was  extended  to  both. 

She  was  overtaken  in  her  walk  bv  Mr. 
Aubrey,  who  was  returning  home  from  the 
village;  but  he  had  scaicely  exchanged  a 
sentence  with  Laura,  \\  hen  lie  was  accost- 
ed by  the  deputy  of  the  old  steward,  wlio, 
bowing  respectfully  to  his  fair  companion, 
inforuK'd  Air.  Aubrey,  that  he  had  enquired 
of  the  jMarchioness  if  she  meant  to  conti- 
nue the  appolntnients  of  lier  free  school, 
and  that  her  Ladyship  had  not  given  any 
dehnitive  answer;  but  he  rather  su}>posed 
it  was  not  her  intention  to  drop  the  insti- 
tution. 

"-  But  in  the  interim,"  replied  ]\lr. 
Aubrey,  '*  iiow  are  we  to  proceed  without 
ihis  defiuitivcaubwci  r   As  the  Marchioness 

founded 
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fouiKled  this  school,  from  respect  to 
tlie  wishes  of  her  Ladyship,  I  have  endea- 
voured to  support  it ;  but  we  are  too  much 
in  arrears,  both  for  clothes  and  tuition,  to 
struggle  much  longer  unsupported  by  the 
fund  her  Ladyship  promised  to  appropriate 
for  this  purpose.  I  have  already  advanced 
more  money  than  I  could  conveniently 
spare,  that  the  mistress  might  not  starve, 
and  the  children  go  naked,  in  the  hope 
that  when  the  Marchioness  was  herself  on 
the  spot,  every  thing  would  be  adjusted; 
but  I  cannot  advance  much  further." 

'*  I  am  very  well  assured,  Sir,"  replied 
the  man,  "  tliat  you  have  behaved  in  this 
business  with  your  usual  goodness  and 
liberality;  but  1  really  do  not  know  what 
can  be  done,  unless  I  apply  to  my  Lord. 
1  dare  say  the  ALirquis  Vvould  have  no  ob- 
jection to  continue  the  thing,  as  it  is  begun." 

"  I  will  entreat  the  honour  of  hearing 
tb.e  senriments  of  the  .Marchioness,"  re- 
turned Air.  Aubrey,  ''  and  apply  for  an 
interview  with  her  Ladybhip  before  tiiecir- 
cumstar.cG  is  mentioned  to  Lord  Belling- 
B  2  ham  : 
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liam :  perhaps  slie  would  disapprove  of  any 
communication  which  she  did  not  autho- 
rize." 

The  man  now  withdrawinjv,  after  a  pause 
of  a  few  moments  Mr.  Aubrey  mentioned 
tlie  departure  of  Lord  John,  and  Laura 
professed  her  delight  and  gratitude  that  he 
did  not  leave  Adwan  ere  she  arrived  there. 

*^  He  is  a  man  of  excellent  principles," 
said  Mr.  Aubrey;  "  and  as  he  never  pro- 
fesses a  friendship,  or  even  good-will, 
M'ithout  some  previous  deliberation,  at 
M'hich  his  judgment  assists,  the  partiality 
he  has  inibibed  for  you,  n'jy  dear  Miss 
Delaunie,  will,  I  am  certain,  be  perma- 
nent, and  I  ho|)e  productive  of  advan- 
tage to  you." 

As  he  concluded  the  sentence,  they 
reached  the  Rectoiy,  where  Laura  was 
always  sure  of  beholding  two  or  three 
little  rosy  taces  nt  the  parlour  window, 
awaiting  her  coming;  aiul  the  next  mo- 
ment they  appeared  at  tlie  0})cn  door,  to 
which  they  flew  in  an  emulative  contest 
of  who  should  first  attain  it. 

She 
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Slie  kissed,  and  thanked  tliem  all;  and 
sio'lied  that  she  could  not  display  her  af- 
i'ection,  and  receive  such  proofs  of  answer- 
ing fondness  from  Lord  Tralierne  and  the 
little  J'lniily. 

]\Irs.  Aul)rey  met  her  as  usual,  with  an 
extended  hand  and  an  unalfected  smile  of 
M'elcome;  and  Laura,  contrasting  this  en- 
dearing scene  with  her  increashig  inquiet- 
udes and  chceilcss  hours,  in  the  superb 
mansion  of  lier  father,  found  her  heart 
swell  with  keen  regret,  and  the  tears  started 
to  lier  eyes. 

Mrs.  Aubrey  was  surprised  and  alarmed  ; 
and  dismissing  her  children,  enquired  with 
soothing  solicitude,  if  she  could  in  any  re- 
spect alleviate  her  distress.  Laura  thought 
the  tone  of  her  voice  resembled  that  of  her 
departed  friend;  and  the  remembrance  of 
the  long  kindness  and  maternal  fondness 
of  ]\L's.  Rothemere,  and  that  peaceful  and 
pleasing  serenity  she  had  ever  experienced 
with  her,  redoubled  her  emotion,  and  she 
wept  bitterly. 

B  3  ''  My 
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*'  My  dear  Miss  Dclaunie,"  said  Mr. 
Aubrey,  **  confide  your  sorrow  to  the 
discretion  of  my  good  Mary,  who  may 
perhaps  be  fortunate  enough  to  afford  you 
advice  and  consoLation.  1  will  leave  you 
v/illi  her;  sh.e  is  already  much  interested 
in  your  welfare,  and  will  participate  with 
sisterly  tenderness  in  your  distress,  from 
Avhatever  source  it  springs." 

Laura  iooked  np,  to  thank  them  both; 
nnd  Mr.  Aubrey,  entreating  her  to  recall 
tlie  injunction  of  Lord  John,  that  slie 
sliould  regard  them  as  friends  of  a  much 
older  date  than  the  limits  of  their  ac- 
quaintance, then  left  the  room. 

*'  Without  this  injunction,"  said  Laura, 
her  accents  interrupted  by  sobs,  '^  I  must 
have  loved  you,  dear  Mrs.  Aubrey,  and 
souglit  your  esteem.  I  will  not  insult  your 
goodness  so  much  as  to  require  forgiveness 
for  giving  way  to  my  tears,  for  they  have 
relieved  my  heart;  yet  I  scarcely  know 
what  could  have  so  strongly  urged  them 
just  at  thii   moment,   for  I  have  not  any 

particular 
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partlciilar  grki  to  co!i-![)]aiii  oT,  so  much  as 
a  conjunction  of  unpleasant  circunistanceii, 
that  unite  to  oppress  my  spirits;  and  I 
liave  rc'^olved  to  impact  tlit-m  t(^  you,  if 
you  will  liave  the  indulgence  to  listen  to 
me/' 

"  If,  by  attaining  a  knowledge  of  these 
unpleasant  c-ircumstances, "  returned  Mrs. 
Aubrey,  ''  I  can,  by  deliberating  witli 
you,  my  amiable  young  fiiend,  upon  the 
best  aiid  most  exj)editi()iis  m.etliod  of  re- 
lieving you  from  th^^m^  in  any  degree 
succeed,  I  shall  feel  considerable  satis- 
faction/' 

Laura  then  disclosed  to  her  the  increas- 
ing enmity  of  the  Marchioness,  the  rude 
contempt  of  her  brother,  the  insidious 
conduct  of  the  elder  Lady  I\IelviI]e,  who 
she  well  knew  experienced  none  of  the  in- 
terest and  regard  she  professed ;  and, 
lastly,  the  mortifying  commands  of  the 
Marquis  respecting  JMr.  Averne,  and  the 
denunciation  with  which  he  had  closed 
them. 

B  4  *^  How 
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'^  How  strange,"  exclaimed  Mrs.  Au- 
brey, **  that  Lord  Bellingliam  should  be 
anxious  to  sacrifice  vou  to  such  a  charac- 
tei-1" 

'^  Is  Mr.  Avernc  then  known  to  you?" 
asked  Laura. 

*'  In  a  sh'ght  degree,"  rephed  her  friend; 
**  but  I  am  better  accjuainted  with  him 
by  report ;  and  the  report  that  enlarges 
his  fame,  does  not  add  to  the  excellence 
of  his  reputation.  Lord  Jolin  laments 
the  intluence  he  possesses  in  the  family  of 
the  Marquis,  as  he  is  convinced  it  is  far 
from  being  advantageous  to  his  honour 
or  fortune." 

'*  Mrs.  Hamilton  named  him  to  me," 
said  Laura,  *'  before  I  had  seen  him,  and 
her  opinion  did  not  recommend  him. 
But  inform  me,  dear  Machim,  what  must 
I  do? — how  must  I  conduct  myself?" 

'*  Will  you  allow  me  to  consult  Mr. 
Aubrey,    my  amiable  Laura?" 

''  I  think,"  she  returned,  "  I  would 
rather  first  wish   to   hear  how  you  would 

act 


THE    MISTRESS.  ^ 

act  in  my  situation;  for  I  am  certain  that 
in  pursuing  youradvice,  I  should  do  right." 

**  I  thank  you  for  your  good  opinion," 
said  JMrs.  Aubrey,  '^  yet  I  hope  you  will 
likewise  condescend  to  extend  it  to  my 
husband.  I  will  inform  him,  if  1  can  ob- 
tain your  leave,  of  all  your  difficulties ; 
and  I  flatter  myself  Lord  John,  who  is 
anxious  to  promote  your  happiness,  will 
not  disapprove  the  ad  vice  he  may  give  you." 

Laura  consented  to  the  proposition,  and 
the  rest  of  her  visit,  when  Mrs.  Aubrey  was 
rejoined  by  her  faniil}^  was  spent  in  a  more 
general  conversation.  She  now  found  her 
former  composure  restored  to  her;  and  so 
unwilling,  indeed,  did  she  feel  to  quit  the 
happy  and  peaceful  fire-sideof  these  worthy 
people,  that  their  dinner  was  announced  to 
be  ready  ere  she  thought  of  the  hour.  She 
now  started  up,  and  with  a  hasty  adieu  was 
retreating,   but  Mrs.  Aubrey  detained  her. 

**"]Many  hours  have  passed   since  you 

took  your  breakfast,"  said  she;  ''will  you 

not,    my  dear  Miss  Dclaunie,    do  honour 

to  our  little  meal,    by  partaking   of  it? 

B  5  You 
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You  must  have  some  refreshment  hefore 
your  very  late  dinner;  allow  us  then  the 
pleasure  of  your  society  yet  a  little  longer, 
by  taking  that  refreshment  here." 

Laura  could  not  deny  herself  the  satis- 
faction of  accepting  this  friendly  invita- 
tion, and  she  sat  down  with  the  children 
and  their  parents,  who  were  not  too  refined 
to  accommodate  their  hours  of  repast  to 
the  health  and  convenience  of  their  fa- 
mily. 

At  half  after  three  Laura  bade  them 
farewell ;  but  they  would  not  suffer  her  to 
depart  unaccompanied,  and  the  whole 
party  conducted  her  almost  to  the  man- 
sion. She  was  much  hurt  that  she  could 
not  welcome  them  to  it;  and  Mrs.  Aubrey 
perceiving  her  embarrassment,  hastened 
away,  from  a  pretended  apprehension  of 
the  coming  twilight. 

Tliey  were  scarcely  out  of  sight  when 
]Mr.  Sandby,  who  was  saunteiing  over  a 
small  bridge  that  divided  the  park  from 
the  more  private  grounds,  accosted  her. 

^'  My 
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^*  My  dear  Laura/'  he  exclaimed,  '^  I 
was  marchirjo;  to  the  Rectory  to  escort  you 
home!  You  are  mucli  in  request  la  /aiuf; 
and  we  began  to  fancy  that  tlie  Parson  had 
carried  you  off  to  attend  the  matinal  cle- 
jeunis  of  old  Gruffy  in  town.  I  have  good 
news  for  you,"  he  added:  *'  Melville  and 
his  [.ady  are  off;  they  took  wing  suddenly, 
and  I  suppose  they  are  gone  to  inform 
Madalina  that  I  am  meditating  mischief, 
and  to  complain  of  me  to  my  brother. 
But  Vv  hat  tiie  devil  can  they  do  if  I  am 
game^  Damn  me,  the  old  Do>vager  is  the 
most  reasonable  of  the  familv,  after  all!— 
ii-propos,  she  desired  me  to  seek  you  out, 
and  conduct  you  to  her,  for  she  is  impa- 
tient, as  well  as  the  rest  of  us,  at  your  be- 
stowing your  whole  time  upon  those  Au- 
breys; and,  in  truth,  i  think  it  a  strange 
whim  too !" 

Laura   walked   on   in  silence.     Slie  was 

not  very  sorry  to  learn  the  departure  of 

Lord  Melville;   but  she   mused  upon  the 

office  his  mother  had  tliought  proper  to 

B  6  assign 
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assign  Mr.    Sandby,    and   was  chagrined 
that  he  had  taken  the  trouble  to  execute  it. 

*'  What  does  this  mean?"  thought  she: 
''  can  Lady  Melville  be  so  wicked  as  to 
encourage  this  man  to  desert  her  daugh- 
ter, merely  to  render  me,  in  the  eyes  of 
her  connections  and  of  the  world,  guilty 
of  the  artifices  that  would  be  then  im- 
puted to  me?" 

*'  What  charms  can  you  have  disco- 
vered under  that  godly  roof,"  resumed 
Mr.  Sandby,  *^  of  sufficient  power  to  in- 
duce you  thus  to  desert  us  every  day  ? 
Whilst  you  are  solacing  yourself  w^ith  the 
squalls  of  the  Parson's  large  family  of  small 
children,  we  are  all  vainly  \vishing  for  a 
strain  of  divine  harmony  from  your  lyre." 

**  Are  you  not  rather  exceeding  your 
commission.  Sir?"  said  Laura,  gravely. 
**  Did  Lady  Melville  depute  you  likewise 
to  censure  the  disposition  of  my  time?** 

**  I  censure  you!"  exclaimed  he — *'no, 
my  fair  Laura,  you  are  too  handsome  to  be 
censured,  except  by   such  unhappy  little 

animals 
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animals  as  Madalina,  who  have  just  beauty 
enough,  and  cash  enough,  and  rank  enough, 
to  procure  a  lover  par-ci,  par-la,  and  of 
course  are  subject  to  right  honourable  fu- 
ries when  the  bird  won't  cage;  but  you, 
my  charming  Laura,  are  a  different  be- 
ing!— you damn  it,    here  is  Averne! 

what  does  he  want?" 

"  Yes,  here  I  am,"  said  the  intruder, 
addressing  Laura;  ^'  is  my  appearance  at 
this  moment  bien,   on  mal  a-propos?'* 

**  Not  particularly  the  one  or  the  other," 
she  replied,  with  a  heightened  colour,  that 
mounted  to  her  cheek,  upon  a  supposition 
that  a  trait  of  the  recommended  compla- 
cency was  now  wholly  expected. 

*''  I  pass  on  then,"  returned  Averne, 
with  a  careless  air;  but  immediately  turn- 
ing back — "Sandby, "  he  resumed,  *^  the 
Marquis  has  been  looking  at  yourbay  mare, 
and  he  has  offered  a  bet  of  five  hundred 
guineas  to  one,  that  his  filly,  Miss  Lucy, 
beats  her  hollow  over  a  two-mile  course!" 

''  He  has  not  a  horse  in  his  whole  stud,*' 
cried  Sandby,  with  intemperate  heat,  * '  that 

can 
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,carj  beat  her  on  any  coarse  !  Miss  Lucy  ! 
—  Damn  it,  shell  never  outrun  a  mouse 
whilst  the  worl. 

*^  Fcrmager  is  incjined  to  take  thebet, " 
observed  the  other,  walking  i'jru-ard  with 
Laura  and  her  incensed  escort;  *'  that  is, 
if  you  consent  to  venture  your  mare." 

^'  I  will  take  the  bet,''  rephed  he,  ea- 
gerly.     **  Where  f^-  the  Marquis?" 

'*  In  the  riding- house,"  returned 
i\verne;  and  Laura  was  instantly  de- 
serted b}^  the  lover  of  Lady  Marlalina. 

'^  Your  companion  has  vanished,"  said 
Mr.  Averne,  in  a  tone  of  raillery;  an  ob- 
servation to  which  Laura  made  no  reply^ 
but  involuntarily  h\isiened  her  pace. 

**  Perhaps  you  regret  his  evasion,"  re- 
sumed the  gentleman;  **  if  so,  a  single 
sentence  will  recall  him  with  equal  promp- 
titude ;-—*^peak  it  then." 

*.*  Is  it  possible  you  can  suppose,"  said 
Laura,  *vthat  the  conversation  of  j\Ir. 
Sandby  can  interest  me  in  the  slightest 
degree  ?  Lady  Melville,"  she  added, 
**  commissioned  him  to  teU  me  that  she 

desired 
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desired  me  to  attend  lier,  and  he  had  al- 
ready executed  the  task." 

''  The  task  was  far  from  being  an  un- 
pleasing  one  to  Sandby,"  he  replied. 
**  -Lady  Melville  sent  him! — upon  my 
soul,  she  is  an  inexplicable  character!'* 

They  had  now  reached  a  door  leading 
into  a  court  of  the  private  entrance,  and  as 
Laura  raised  her  hand  to  gpen  it,  he  con- 
descendingly motioned  to  take  that  trou- 
ble upon  himself;  and  whilst  he  still  re- 
tained the  hand  she  had  advanced,  the 
door  was  thrown  open  by  the  -Marchioness, 
who,  wrapped  in  a  pelisse,  was  advancing 
from  it-  when  her  progress  v/as  arrested  by 
the  ol^ject  she  sought,  thougii,  indeed, 
she  had  not  entirely  expected  to  behold 
him  so  well  accompanied. 

Scorn  and  indignation  flashed  from  her 
eyes  as  they  met  the  confused  aspect  of  the 
trembling  Laura,  who  very  stronglysuspect- 
ing  the  cause  of  her  enmity,  now  felt  shock- 
ed and  abashed  at  her  probable  surmises; 
but  whatever  they  might  be.  Lady  Belling- 
bam  had  yet  sufficient  fortitude  to  restraia 

her 
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her  emotion  until  a  better  opportunity 
should  invite  her  to  pour  the  swelling  in- 
dio'nation  on  the  head  of  the  detested  cul- 

o 

prit;  and  Avith  a  regard  of  mingled  anger 
and  contempt,  she  indicated  tliat  Laura 
should  pass  on. 

Glad  to  escape,  she  willingly  obeyed, 
and  flew  to  her  apartment;  but  could  not 
then  indulge  her  painful  reflections,  be- 
cause the  wish  of  Lady  Melville,  to  con- 
verse with  her  a  few  moments,  was  re- 
peated to  her  by  Dolly,  and  she  forced 
herself  into  her  presence  with  a  palpitat- 


ino'  heart. 


Lady  Melville  had,  however,  scarcely 
found  timetoutterafew  insidious  speeches, 
when  the  Marchioness  hastily  entered 
the  apartment.  On  beholding  Laura, 
every  muscle  of  her  countenance  became 
in  a  moment  agitated,  and  her  cheeks 
crimsoned. 

**  You  do  not  divine,  perhaps,  INLidam," 
she  exclaimed,  turning  to  her  mother, 
**  that  the  modest  Miss  Delaunie  takes 
advantage    of    her    excursions    to  those 

Aubreys, 
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Aubreys,    to  make  appointments  with  the 
almost  unknown  guests  of  her  father!" 

^^  Oh  Heaven!"  ejaculated  Laura,  with 
an  aspect  of  horror. 

**  Compose  yourself,  Emily,"  inter- 
rupted Lady  Melville;  ''  you  are  de- 
ceived, I  am  convinced.  Some  circum- 
stance, which  Laura  can  well  explain, 
has  misled  you  into  an  opinion  that  in- 
jures her.      Mr.  Sandby '* 

*'  Mr.  Sandby  1"  repeated  the  Marchion- 
ess, with  a  mien  where  no  resemblance  of 
the  gentle,  smiling  Lady  Bellingham 
could  be  traced. — '*  No,  Madam,  the 
taste  of  the  young  lady  points  very  differ- 
ently !  I  can  now  well  believe  the  atfirm- 
ation  of  my  brother,**  she  added,  ''  that  I 
shall  one  day  feel  the  sting  of  that  viper, 
AV'hom  my  mistaken  folly  rescued  from  po- 
verty,   and  snatched  from  obscurity!" 

Laura  wept,  but  thought  not  of  de- 
fending herself  against  charges  so  gross 
and  injurious. 

**  Emily!  Emily!"  interrupted  Lady 
Melville,     ^^    you    forget    yourself,     and 

insult 
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suit  me  by  this  u^int  of  pvopcv  t^etcr.ue. — 
I  am  in  your  house,  but  you  are  in  my 
apart fi! en t !" 

The  force  of  long  habit  is  all-powerful; 
and  Lady  Belli ngham  thus  reminded,  en- 
deavoured to  assume  some  composure, 
which  her  mother  took  advantage  of,  and 
dismissed  the  sobbing  Laura  with  a  cliarge 
to  be  consoled,  and  view  the  sudden  gust 
of  cinv'.cr  betrayed  by  the  ^Lirchioness,  as 
the  effect  of  a  misapprehension  she  would 
endeavour  to  dispel. 

'*  Oh  my  dear,  lost  Mrs.  Rothemere!" 
exclaimed  Laura,  when  slie  had  aUained 
lierown  dressing  ioom,  *'  kindest,  best  of 
friends!  to  what  misery  have  you  left  me 
exposed  ! — in  \\  hat  a  storm  of  jarring  in- 
terests and  passions  is  that  peace  wrecked, 
which  Mith  you  I  ever  experienced  !" 

^'Lnuk,  Ma'am!"  cried  Dolly,  who  at 
that  uioment  entered  the  apartment,  '*  you 
don't  fancy  the  doings  at  Ad  wan  no  great 
deal,  1  perceives;  and  I  can't  say  as  I'm 
over  fond  of  em  neither!  for  such  wran* 
gling,  and  jeering,  and  topping  of  fine  gen- 
tlemen's 
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tleinen's  actions,  and  fine  ladies'  actions, 
as  is  ill  Mrs.  Smitlfs  apartment,  I  never 
saw  before  in  my  born  da3s!  Why  that 
Mrs.  Boden,  Ma'am,  is  as  bad  as  any  spy 
upon  us,  and  the  iil-tempered'st  toad  ! — 
Wiiy,  Ma'am,  Mrs.  Cuthbert  was  only 
common  civil  to  me,  being  but  strange 
among  'em;  and  she  was  lit  to  eat  me  up 
v.'ithout  pepper  or  salt!  And  I  was  just 
saying  something  about  you,  Ma'am;  and 

so,  says  I  —  ^  ]\iy  Lady,'  says  I *  Your 

Lady  I'  says  she ;  '  well,  I'm  sure,  I  wou'dn't 
demean  myself  to  serve  such  a  Lady,'  says 
she,  as  spiteful  as  could  be:  **  yoiu  Lady, 
Mrs.  Maunder,  is  no  better  nor  a  poor  lit- 
tle bastard  of  my  Lord's!' — Yes,  Ma\un, 
the  impertinent  hussy  said  that!" 

**  No  matter,  Dolly,'.'  said  Laura,  with 
a  sigh,  and  in  a  dejected  tone. 

*'  Says  I — '  Bastard  or  not,'  says  I, 
*  she's  handsomer  nor  any  ofthem  that  calls 
themselves  grand  gentry  in  an  honest  way  1' 
— '  Handsome,  truly!'  says  slie ;  *  1  sup- 
pose you  will  say  next  that  your  old  Lish 
mistress,  Mrs.  Bally och,    is  handsome!' — 

^  And 
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*  And  SLipposen  I  did,'  says  I,  '  it's  not 
nmnncrs  in  you  to  say  she  an't,  only  t6 
contradict  one;  and  I  uondcr,  Mrs.  Bo- 
den,'  says  I,  *  you  are  not  ashamed  to  talk 
so  of  Miss  Laura,  in  niy  Lord's  family  !' — 
But  lauk,  Ma'am,  that  an't  the  worst  ihey 
say  of  their  betters  amongst  'em !  But 
they  think  as  it  won't  go  any  furtiier,  be- 
cause if  any  of  'em  was  to  'peach,  they 
would  be  put  upon  the  black  list,  and  ten 
to  one  if  they  ever  got  another  place;  but 
fegs,  there's  no  black  list  in  Dorsetshire,  and 
I  had  ratherergo  back  there,  than  set  and 
hear  such  things,  and  say  never  a  word  !" 

Laura  was  now  entirely  unfitted  to  ap- 
pear: her  eyes  were  swelled  with  weeping; 
and  when  she  sought  to  conceal  it  with 
Dolly's  remedy  of  a  cold  water  ap{)lica- 
tion,  fresh  tears  gushed  out,  and  mocked 
her  efforts.  She  was  compelled,  however, 
to  endeavour  to  overcome  this  weakness, 
and  rally  her  disordered  spirits;  but  she 
had  ill  succeeded  in  the  painful  task  when 
she  was  summoned  once  more  to  attend 
her  father  in  the  library. 

'*  What 
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''  What  new  inquietude!"  thought  she: 
^^  has  Mr.  Averne  ah'eady  complained  of 
my  impertinent  indifference?  What  excuse 
can  1  offer  for  the  emotion  of  grief  I  have 
so  apparently  indulged? — Yei  1  must  go." 
The  Marquis  regarded  her  swollen  ej  es 
with  surprise  and  displeasure. 

*  What  has  the  girl  been  weeping  for 
in  tlris  outrageous  manner?"  heexciaimed. 
**  By  Heaven,  those  Aubreys/'  added  he, 
turning  to  Lady  Harriet,  who,  with  the 
red- faced  \ir,  Fermager,  M'creboth  of  tlie 
council,  "  those  Aubreys  will  make  a  rank 
Methodist  of  her! — She  has  been  wailing 
Avith  them,  and  gnashing  her  teeth,  I 
suppose,   at  this  degenerate  age!'* 

''  ]\Iy  dear  Laura,"  said  Lady  Harriet, 
*•  ^\  hat  can  have  impelled  you  to  disfigure 
yourself  thus? — You  are  not  fit  to  be  seen, 
positively  1" 

She  was  much  distressed  at  this  reiterated 
enquiry,  to  which  she  could  not  reply ;  for^ 
she  could  not  refer  to  the  violent  displea- 
sure of  the  Marchioness,  without  referring 
to  the  occasion  of  that  displeasure ;  and  she 

felt 
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felt  a  delicate  apprehension  of  imparting 
to  others  a  snspicion  that  inii^ht  in\'olve 
the  whole  family  in  misery  and  confusion. 
**  The  imprudence  of  Lady  BelHng'ham 
may  be  discovered  by  other  means,** 
thought  Laura,  '**  but  not  through  me  I 
hope/' 

*'  Why  do  you  not  answer  Lady  Har- 
riet?" demanded  the  IMarquis,  with  consi- 
derable symptoms  of  anger  in  his  counte- 
nance and  manner.    ''  Do  these  sullen  hu- 
mours often  occur?  Take  care,  Laura,  that 
you  are  not  required  to  visit  the  Ballyochs 
once  more!     By  G — d,    I  would   not  be 
doomed  to  encounter  for  one  ^\cek  so  per- 
verse a  temper  for  half  the  kingdom ! — I 
sent  for  vou,  Madam,  to  inform  you  that 
there  is  no  possible  necessity  for  your  wast- 
ing any  more  time  at  the  Kect(^ry,      1  did 
not   chuse  to  traverse  the  whim  of  Lord 
John  wliiist  he  remained  here;   but  tliere 
is  i!Ot  the   least  occasion  to   conilnue  so 
silly  a  custom  as  that  of  tly  ing  from  society, 
where  you  may  form  your  manners,  to  im- 
mure yourself  in  a  rustic  liovcl. — The  man 

is 
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*         .         /  . 

is  tlie  most  insolent  feilow  in  England,  and 
the  woman  is  little  better  tlian  an  idiot  1" 

*' A  cuisedj  artful  prude,"  exclaimed 
Mr.  Fermairer,  who  was  exannpiui'  a  lono- 
list  of  bets  and  hedgers  in  his  p^iclvet-book, 
**  but  not  an  idiot,  1  believe,  my  Lord!'' 
Lauia  bit  her  lips  with  mortiiication  and 
anger,  that  she  could  not  vindicate  the 
amiable  character  thus  aspersed  ;  whilst 
Lady  liariiet  now  began  to  suspect  the 
origin  of  the  distress,  which  she  evidently 
did  not  wish  to  disclose:  and  knowing 
that  the  Marquis,  to  whom  Fortune  had 
lately  been  very  adverse,  was  not  in  tiie 
most  placid  of  humours,  she  did  not 
chuse  that  Laura  should  be  urged  beyond 
tlie  limits  of  her  forbearance,  and  taking 
her  hand  with  a  gentle  look  of  compas- 
sion, protested  that  she  should  not  be 
tormented  any  further. 

^'  Whatever  weeping  provocative  poor 
Laura  may  have  encountered,"  said  she, 
**  whether  a  sentimental  nosel,  a  tragedy, 
or  a  revii^ion  of  billets  dou.r  from  a  faith- 
less  swain,   you   may  easily  perceive  tliat 

slie 
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she  lias  quite  wej)t  enough,   and  she  shall 
not  be  reminded  again  of  the  grievaneel" 

The  features  of  the  jMarquis  relaxed  at 
this  intimation  of  Lady  Harriet's  senti- 
ments; and  telling  Laura  she  was  a  sim- 
j)le  girl  to  disfigure  heiself  so  thought- 
lessly, he  bade  her  retire,  and  endea\'our 
to  render  herself  fit  to  sit  at  table. 

Lady  Harriet  (luitted  the  library  with 
Iier ;  and  as  Lauia  really  felt  grateful 
for  her  seasonable  interferenee,  she  ac- 
knowledged the  obligation  in  animated 
terms. 

*'  As  the  Marquis  says,  you  are  a  little 
simpleton,"  returned  the  Lady,  with  a 
smiling  air;  *'  for  if  I  divine  right,  this 
pretty  countenance,  thus  dcsj)oiled  of 
half  its  allurements,  will  better  please 
the  very  personage  mIio  occasioned  the 
change,  than  if  it  had  remained  in  its 
original  state.'* 

Laura,  shocked  at  this  innuendo,  ^\hicll 

betrayed   more  than  a  suspicion  of  what 

she  would  have  been  particularly  desirous 

4  to 
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to  conceal  from  Lady  Harriet;  regarded 
her  with  a  clianging*  aspect  ;  and  the 
lady,  not  cli using  to  explain  herself 
further,  nodded  a  farewell,  and  passed 
on. 


CHAP.    II. 


HEN  Laura  reached  her  apartment, 
slie  found  that  Dolly  had  left  it ;  and 
throwing  herself  into  a  seat,  remained  a 
considerable  time  wholly  occupied  by  her 
reflections,  which  were  most  gloomy  and 
cheerless. 

*'  I  am  now,"  she  exclaimed,  '*  de- 
prived of  my  only  consolation,  by  the 
restriction  that  prevents  my  visits  to  that 
amiable  family  !  How  could  the  Marquis 
allow  himself  to  speak  of  them  with  such 
cruel  injustice? — That  disgusting  Fer- 
mager  too !  Oh  what  a  set  of  beings  has 
my  destiny  cast  me  amidst!     I  would  to 

VOL.  II,  c  Heaven 
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Heaven  the  poor  little  illegitimate  and 
despised  offspring  of  Lord  Bellingham 
had  not  known  tlie  misery  of  laying  her 
head  under  a  roof  where  she  is  thus  in- 
sulted,  hated,   and  scorned!" 

The  accusations  and  malevolence  of  the 
Marchioness,  the  equally  injurious  senti- 
ments of  Lord  Melville,  which  she  had 
betrayed  in  the  heat  of  her  rage,  the  oc- 
casional violence  of  her  father,  and  the 
insolent  animadversions  reported  to  her 
by  Dolly,  all  pressed  to  her  mind  ;  but 
she  at  length  recollected  that  she  had  not 
then  leisure  to  indulge  a  continuance  of 
the  melancholy  presages  they  raised,  be- 
cause she  had  now  scarcely  time  to  ar- 
range her  dress  ere  she  would  be  sum- 
moned to  the  eating-room. 

She  was  surprised  that  Dolly  had  not 
attended  to  assist  her;  but  her  surprise 
soon  gave  place  to  chagrin  and  resent- 
ment, when  poor  Mrs.  Maunder  appeared 
before  her  with  a  very  perturbed  counte- 
nance,  and  abruptly  announced  that  she 


was  discharged. 


Yes, 
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'*  Yes,  I\IIss  Laura,  I  am  discharged, 
IMa'am,"  said  she,  iu  a  hurried  voice, 
*'  and  Fm  to  be  packed  off  to-morro\\r 
by  the  van,  and  all  through  that  Mrs. 
IJoden,  who  an't  to  be  contradicted,  for- 
sooth 1  Who  is  she,  I  wonders,  that 
she's  to  be  upholded,  and  courted,  and 
made  so  much  on  ?  If  it  M'asn't  for 
leaving  you,  Ma'am,  I  am  sure  I 
shouldn't  be  in  no  ways  sorry;  for  your 
Lords  and  your  Ladies,  and  the  rest  of 
your  great  folk,  may  be  as  bad  as  they 
please;  but,  fegs,  they  can't  outdo  their 
sarvants,  let  'em  try  ever  so! — Such 
ways,  such  goings  on,  Miss  Laura!  — 
But,  Ma'am,  I  must  make  haste  and 
dress    you. — Lank!     I    was    taking    out 

your    black but.    Ma'am,     you    looks 

too  handsome  in  that  they  thinks;  so  I 
was  ordered  to  tell  you,  ]\Iiss  Laura, 
that  you  are  not  to  put  it  on  any  more! 
I'm  sure  poor  dear  Mrs.  Rothemere  little 
thought  what  a  mess  you  was  to  get  into 
\vhen  she  died !" 

Laura  sighed  deeply. 

c  2  *^  Is 
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*'  Is  it  possible,"  she  exclaimed,  ''that 
this  poor  tribute  to  her  memory  should  be 
forbidden  me?" 

**  Yes,  Ma'am;  Lady  jNIelvillc  called 
me  back  to  say  that  the  Maichioness  did 
not  chuse  that  you  should  continer  your 
mourning,  so  she  hoped  you  would 
oblige  her,   truly  !" 

*'  Did  the  Marchioness  herself  give 
you  your  dismission?"  asked  Laura,  en- 
deav^ouring  to  check  h.er  tears. 

''  No,  Ma'am,  tliat  A\as  Lady  Mel- 
ville too,  who  is  always  meddling  with 
other  folks'  business!  —  *  Oh,'  says  she, 
mincing  and  prinking,  *  I  find,  Mrs. 
Maunder,  that  you  have  been  so  un- 
lucky as  to  affront  Boden,  the  ]\Lir- 
chioness"s  favourite  tendantl'  says  she. — 
*  My  daughter  is  very  fond  of  her,  be- 
cause she  has  sarved  her  many  a  year  : 
so,'  says  she,  '  you  must  ax  her  pardon, 
o-ood  Mrs.  Maunder,'  says  she,  all  in  her 
simpering  way,  'and  then  LU  try  to  make 
up  matters  between-  you!' — '  No,  my 
Lady,'  says  I,    *  1  shan't,  indeed,'  says  I, 

'  ax 
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*  ax  her  pardon ;  nor  I  M'oukln't  ax  par- 
don of  lier  betters  for  >vhat  I  said;  for  I 
said  no  harm,'  sa^'s  I;  '  I  called  nobody 
bastard,  nor  I  don't  think  ]\Irs.  Boden 
oft  for  to  do  it,  for  iMiss  Laura  can't  help 
it,  if  she  is  one!' — Lauk,  Ma'am,  never 
mind  their  malice!  — So  presently  in  came 
the  IMarchioness,  as  red  as  fire.  So,  she 
said,  ax  pardon  or  not,  I  shouldn't  stay 
in  her  household  to  result  her  people,  and 
I  should  go  that  blessed  night! — So,  with 
that,  when  she  was  gone — '  Well,'  says 
Lady  Melville,  '  Lm  sorry,  I\lrs.  Maun- 
der,  I  can't  comedy  matters,'  says  she; 

*  but  ril  recommend  you  a  good  place, 
if  you're  at  a  loss.' — ^  No/  says  I,  ^  my 
Lady,  my  character  will  recommend  me 
a  place  any  day!' — and,  fegs,  I  believe  if 
I  takes  a  good  character  with  me,  it's 
more  than  I  shall  leave  behind  me, 
amongst  'em  all." 

*'  I  am  very  sorry,  Dolly,"  inter- 
rupted her  young  Lady,  who  had  already 
made  many  ineffectual  efforts  to  arrest 
lier  torrent  of  indignant  and  minute 
communication,  "I  am  \QYy  much  con- 
c  3  cerned 
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ccriied  tliat  you  are  thus  compelled  to 
quit  me,  and  I  am  hurt  that  I  cannot  re- 
tain you;  but  Lady  Bellingham  must  be 
obeyed  !  I  will  give  you.  however,  a 
letter  to  Mrs.  Hamilton,  who,  I  am 
sure,  will  settle  you  comfortably,  if 
you  chuse  to  remain  in  London.'' 

''  Thank  you,  ?.Iaam/'  said  Dolly; 
*'  if  you  please,  I  should  be  glad  to  take 
it,  for  I  an't  above  takino;  a  kindness 
from  Mrs.  Hamilton;  but  I'd  walk  bare- 
foot down  to  Dorsetshire  before  I'd  have 
to  say  thankee  to  Lady  Melville,  or 
t'other;  for,  Ma'am,  there  an't  much 
that's  too  bad  to  be  said  of  them,  or  else 
their  people  as  they  takes  part  with,  and 
their  household,  as  they  turns  me  out  of 
neck  and  heels,  as  one  may  say,  goes 
near  to  belie  them." 

*'  Hush,  Dolly!"'  exclaimed  her  young 
Lady;  *'  pray  restrain  yourself.  I  am 
very  much  grieved  at  the  occasion  of 
your  discontent:  but  do  not  sutler  your 
anger  to  impel  you  to  utter  such  tilings — 
you  will  injure  yourself  and  me." 
^  ''  I  should 
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*'  I  should  be  sorry  to  harm  you, 
^laam,"  replied  Dolly,  ''  for  sartain; 
but;  as  for  nie,  I  don't  vally  them  of  a 
twopenny-piece — let  'em  do  their  worst! 
I  comes  of  an  honest  family,  and  hard- 
working; and  now  I  sees  the  trim  of 
these  grand  Lords  and  Ladies,  and  their 
household,  which  they  han't  no  need  to 
brag  of,  why  Lll  make  no  bones  of  work- 
ing hard  too,  sooner  than  V\\  go  on  in 
the  heathenish  ways  as  they  practises. 
Says  I  to  Mrs.  INIerryne,  ]\Irs.  Cruden's 
woman — ^  Ma'am,'  says  I,  *pray  does  my 
Lord  and  Lady  go  to  Church  in  the  Cha- 
pel,' says  I,  '  Mrs.  Merryne,  or  does 
they  go  to  the  village  to  Church?  cause/ 
says  J,  '  if  we  liave  to  go  to  Adwan 
Church,  let's  you  and  I  walk  it  together:' 
and  with  that,  Ma'am,  she  fell  a  laugh- 
ing ready  to  split  her  sides,  and  went 
and  imported  me,  as  they  call  it,  in  the 
housekeeper's  apartment.  And  then,  as 
you  are  alive,  Miss  Laura,  it  came  out 
that  the  Marquis  and  his  Lady  had  not 
been  in  a  Church  or  Chapel,  or  what  not, 
sin  they  married — nor  then  neither,  for 
c  4  these 
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these  great  folks,  they  say,  can  marry  in 
any  liole  or  corner;  and  I  take  it  that's 
partly  the  reason  they  think  no  liarm  of 
uQmarrying  again,  whenever  the  maggot 
bites. — Try  some  rose-water  to  your  eyes, 
JMuam;  mayhap  that  Mould  do  better.— 
M'hy,  theie  was  young  Lady  Melville — 
they  calls  her  youiig,  cause  t'other's  old, 
else  slie's  no  chicken — to  think  of  her 
devocing  herself,  and  leaving  all  her 
children  to  be  took  care  of,  or  not,  as  it 
might  liappen  !  Well,  JMa'am,  if  you'll 
me  believe,  all  the  children  of  the  two 
husbands  met  together  to  a  ball  at  some 
lady  s  house,  and,  poor  things!  nobody 
told  'em  as  tl-ey  were  all  brothers  and 
sisters!  And,  v/hat's  more,  her  Lady- 
ship's first  husband  met  her  one  day  in 
the  Park,  at  Lunnon ;  and  so  Harry 
says,  he  nodded  to  her  quite  good-na- 
tured, and  said,  loud  enough  for  the 
sarvants  as  was  with  the  carriage  to  hear 

■ — '  r\\  be    damned '  I  only  says  Ids 

words,  Ma'am — *  I'll  be  damned  if  she 
don't  look  better  than  ever!' 
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"  All  this  is  very  strange,  to  be  sure," 
said  Laura;  *'  but,  my  good  Dolly,  it 
is  better  not  to  repeat  any  thing  you  may 
have  heard,  whilst  you  remain  here,  or 
in  tlie  neighbourhood." 

'*  Not  I,"  returned  Dolly;  **  I  shan't 
mention  nothing,   not  I;  and  then  there's 

Lady  Roller whaf  s  her  name  ?    Lauk, 

Llaam,  she  was  all  but  devoced;  and 
your  fine  Lady  Harriet,  who  is  separated 
from  her  husband! — That  an*t  a  devoce, 
AJa'am,  only  sometliing.  like  it:  why  ail 
the  sarvants  knows  that  he  only  gives 
her  four  hundred  pounds  every  year,  and 
she  spends,  they  says,  nigher  four  thou- 
sand !  Why,  as  they  says,  how  is  she  to 
do  it,  if  she  don't  get  helped  out  by  hook 
or  by  crook?  and  gentlemen  now-a-days; 
don't  give  their  money  for  nothing: — • 
they  wants  more  than  they  gets  them- 
selves, what  with  one  vagary  and  ano- 
ther!'' 

''  Well,  Dolly, '^  said  her  auditor,    ''  I 

must  now  go  down  stairs.      I  shall  see  you 

agaiu  at  night,   and  I  will  then  give  you 

the  letter  for  JNIrs,  J  ia  mil  ton,   and  some- 

c  6  thing 
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thing  for   yourself,    in    acknowledgment 
of  yoLir  services." 

''Thank  you,  Ma'am;  but  the  stew- 
ard is  to  pay  nie  my  wages.  Lady  Mel- 
ville said." 

''  I  mean,"  resumed  Laura,  ''  a  trifle 
independent  of  your  wages,  which  in- 
deed is  due  to  you  for  being  thus  sud- 
denly dismissed." 

Dolly,  making  her  courtesy,  repeated 
her  thanks,  and  her  young  Lady  then 
left  the  apartment. 

When  the  eyes  of  Laura  encountered 
the  figure  of  ihe  Marchioness,  she  saw 
that  she  endeavoured  to  conceal  the  ex- 
treme discomposure  that  still,  however, 
evidently  agitated  her  bosom.  It  escaped 
her  too,  in  glances  of  resentment  and 
disdain,  directed  towards  the  object  of 
her  vindictive  jealousy;  and  Laura  too 
plainly  beheld  the  storm  surcharged  with 
evil,  tliat  hovered  over  her  head ;  but 
she  discerned  not  any  place  of  security 
or  shelter  from  its  dreaded  effects. 

Mr.    Averne,     gay   and     animated    as 
usual,  yet  watched^  like  her,  the  varying 

countenance 
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countenance  of  Lady  Bellingharn;    and  ^ 
avoiding  either  to  converse   with   Laura, 
or  to  regard   her,   saw  the  dark  cloud  at 
length  take  the  course  of  his  wishes,  and 
slowly  pass  over  the  liorizon. 

Lady  Harriet,  wlio  was  far  from  being 
inattentive  to  all  that  passed,  now  ascer- 
tained, beyond  a  doubt,  the  subject  of 
Laura's  recent  sorrow;  and  she  judged 
from  the  attention  of  the  suspected 
Averne  to  avert  the  tlireatened  tempest, 
how  much  Lady  Belhngham  had  risked 
to  ensure  a  title  to  such  a  sacrifice,  and 
how  equivocal  had  been  the  success  oi' 
the  elder  Lady  Melville,  when  she  aigueil 
and  implored  ia  favour  of  discretion*, 
prudence,   and  reputation. 

The  conversation  at  table  almost  wholly 
turned  upon  the  match  between  the  bay 
mare  and  the  hlly.  Miss  Lucy.  Many 
bets  were  offered,  and  all  were  taken; 
and  at  length  the  Marquis  swore  that  he 
Avould  back  Miss  Lucy  to  any  amount, 
to  be  rode  by  whomever  Sandby  himself 
should  appoint,    under  such  a  v/eight. 

c  6  ''  il  match  r' 
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"  A  match  !*'  cried  Sandhy,  in  an  cc- 
stacy.  — "  Done,  my  Lord!  By  God, 
Miss  Delaunie  shall  ride  her! — You  are 
fairly  in  for  it !" 

"  Oh,  delightful!"  exclaimed  Lady 
Ronald.  **  Laura  must  be  equipped  in 
style.     What  shall  her  colours  be?" 

^*  This  is  not  serious,  I  flatter  myself," 
said  Lady  Melville;   gravely. 

*'  Not  serious!"  retorted  Sandby;  *'it 
must  be  serious !  The  Marquis  is  done  1 
— he's  in  for  it !" 

*^  Not  seiious!"  repeated  Lord  Bel- 
lingham;  "  and  why  not?  She  shall  be 
tjained  directly  by  Davis ;  he'll  teach  her 
to  sit  a  horse  a  jntrvdlle  in  a  ^q\v  days; 
and  I  will  enoao-e  that  Laura  manac-cs 
Miss  Lucy  as  well  as  himself  in  a  fort- 
night.— Laura,   you  can  ride  ?" 

*'  No,  indeed,  my  Lordl"  returned 
she,   in  a  tone  of  aJarm  and  entreaty. 

*'Well  then,  to-morrow  morning  Davis 
shall  attend  you  in  the  riding-house;  and 
long  before  the  weather  will  permit  the 
decision  of  tlie  affair,  with  his  instruc- 
tions, 
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tionS;   you  "will  have  become  an  excellent 
little  jockey!" 

'^  I  invite  myself  to  witness  your  first 
essay,"  said  Lady  Harriet. 

^'I  would  not  miss  it  for  the  universe/* 
said  Lady  Ronald. 

''Oh  dear,"  said  Mrs.  Cruden,  ''  I 
should  like  amazingly  to  be  of  the  party, 
if  Lady  Bellingham  should  happen  to 
rise  in  time.'* 

''  And  why  should  /  be  any  gene  to 
you,  my  dear  Madam  ?"  returned  the 
Marchioness. 

''  Laura,  you  shall  be  in  the  riding- 
house  at  twelve,"  resumed  the  Marquis; 
*'  and  Averne  will  perhaps  take  the  trou- 
ble to  re{)ort  progress.  I  know  he  is  an 
early  riser." 

*'  Is  it  possible  that  you  are  really  se- 
rious?", said  Lady  Bellingham,  with  a 
heightened  colour.  "  Can  you  mean 
that  Laura  should,  in  effect,  undertake 
this  strange  exploit?" 

''  Well,  play  or  pay  was  the  bargain," 
said  Sandby;  '*  if  the  Marquis  thinks 
proper  to  be  olf,   he  niust— — "' 

5  *  'Vriio 
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'^  Who  rides  your  marc  r"  demanded 
Mr.  Fermager. 

*'  lie  rides  his  own  match,"  rephed 
Averne;  *'  he  cannot  do  otherwise;  no 
proxies  for  commoners." 

*^  I  always  intended  it,"  he  returned; 
**  and.  now  that  the  gentle  Hebe " 

*'  How!  how!"  exclaimed  Lord  Ro- 
nald, Mho  was  oenerallv  silent  durinof 
such  controversies;  "  would  you,  Sandby^ 
venture  your  neck  upon  such  a  foolish 
business?" 

''  I  hope,"  observed  Lady  Melville, 
**  that  the  Marquis  will  retract  his  inten- 
tion, and  not  venture  that  of  Miss  De« 
launie." 

*'  Impossible,  Madam  !  mipossible," 
replied  Lord  Beliingham,  *'  that  with 
Davis  for  her  instructor  she  should  be  in 
the  smallest  danger  !  He  was,  you 
know,  riding-uslier  to  tlie  Marchioness 
some  years  back,  who  sat  a  horse  admi- 
rably; before  she  amplified  and  became 
nervous.*' 

This  unfort\inatc  speech,  M'hicli  had 
more  of   thouglitlcssness   than   malice  ii\ 
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it,  flushed  tlie  cheeks  of  Lady  Bellinrr- 
ham  a  deep  crimson  :  that  she  should 
thus  provokingly  receive  commendation 
for  past  excellence  of  any  kind,  or 
however  little  regretted,  in  the  presence 
of  an  adoratein\  whose  passion  was  most 
suspiciously  cooling,  and  in  that  of  a 
blooming  girl,  whose  pretensions  were  on 
tlie  advance,  overset  her  fainting  pru- 
dence, and  she  declared,  witli  particular 
animation,  that  Laura  should  not  obtain 
her  permission  even  to  qualify  herself  for 
the  office  assigned  her. 

''  I  confess  I  think  Lady  Bellingham 
sees  this  affair  in  a  proper  light,"  said 
her  mother,  eagerly  preventing  the  im- 
mediate reply  of  the  Marquis;  *^  it 
would  be  cruel  to  require  her  to  give  up 
so  much  time,  which,  at  the  age  Laura 
has  now  obtained,  should  be  so  differently 
employed." 

*'  Consider,  Madam,"  returned  he, 
*'  that  I  have  above  a  thousand  pounds 
depending,  and,  that  the  credit  of  Miss 
Lucy  is  at  stake  into  the  bargain  !" 

^^  Mn 
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''  Mr.  Sandby  v>ill  listen  to  reason/' 
rejoined  the  lady  :  **  he  will  not,  I  am 
assured,  tliink  a  second  time  of  this  rash 
proposal." 

]\Ir.  Sandhy  did  not  entirely  assent  to 
this  intimation;  but  he  did  not  chuse 
either,  for  cogent  reasons,  to  hazard  the 
loss  of  J.ady  Melville's  favour,  by  wholly 
refusing  to  comply  v\'itli  what  he  secretly 
thought  a  very  silly  and  unconscionable 
demand. 

Laura  was  much  pleased  tliat  there 
appeared  a  prospect  of  deliverance  from 
the  strano-e  task  to  which  she  had  sa 
slightly  been  condemned;  and  could  not 
avoid  reflecting  upon  the  different  de- 
QM-ees  of  interest  she  had  created  in  the 
bosom  of  her  father,  and  in  that  of 
Mrs.  Rotheiricre,  who  had  always  ex- 
perienced evident  inquietude  and  alarm, 
Avhen  her  husband  merely  proposed  that 
his  little  favourite  should  accompany  him 
in  any  of  his  riding  excursions,  lest  his 
inadvertence  should  occasion  her  any  ac- 
cident. 

The 


THE    MISTRESS.  -4-1 

The  subject  so  little  gratifying  to  some 
of  the  party,  was  now  dropped  for  the 
moment,  and  shortly  after  the  ladies  re- 
tired. 

Lady  ^lelville  immediately  invited  the 
Marchioness  to  her  dressing-room,  and 
they  were  tete-a-tete  a  considerable  time. 
Laura  would  then  have  withdrav/n  to  her 
ovvn  apartment,  to  write  the  promised 
letter  to  Mrs.  fJanulton,  but  that  she 
\vas  unluckily  assailed  by  the  insipid  re- 
marks of  ivirs.  Cruden,  who  attached 
herself  to  her  in  the  absence  of  both  her 
clear,  kind,  eoiulcsceiiding  friends^  merely 
for  a  little  amusement  to  her  ennuu 

''  Poor  dear  Lady  Melville,"  ex- 
claimed she,  placing-  her  chair  in  sucli  a 
manner  that  Laura  could  not  escape  her, 
witliout  previously  entreating  her  to  re- 
move, *'  poor  dear  Lady  Melville  cer- 
tainly looks  very  ill,  Miss  Delaunie  !  I 
have  remarked  it  for  some  time  past :  I 
beheve  she  frets,  and  I  believe  in  truth 
she  has  reason  to  l)e  uiieasy — but  that's 
nothing  !  And  my  sweet  lovely  Mar- 
chioness too — have  you  not  observed,  my 

dear 
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dear  Miss  Delaunie,  how  very  nnicli  dis- 
composed her  spirits  have  lately  been  ? 
I  have  begged  and  entreated  tliat  she 
Avould  repose  her  cares  in  my  breast; — a 
faithful  friend,  you  knoN^^,  is  every 
thing — but  that's  nothing!  I  say  to  her, 
my  gentle  friend— she  has  some  hoarded 
grief,  Miss  Delaunie,  that  I  cannot  dis- 
cover—  but  that's  nothing  !  Lady  Mel- 
ville, you  know,  is  certainly  very  com- 
petent to  advise  her,  and  indeed  I  have 
lately  heard  them  arguing  very  earnestly; 
but  I  am  not  in  this  secret,  though  I 
have  sometimes  hit  upon  methods  to  re- 
lieve my  sweet  friend  from  some  of  her 
difficulties;  yet  this,  I  am  convinced,  is- 
nothing  of  that  kind — that  is,  not  of 
the  pecuniary  kind — but  that's  nothing  \ 
and  indeed  I  do  not  know  how  a  gene- 
rous mind  can  dispose  of  its  superfluities 
better  than  in  the  service  of  a  friend  ; 
and  my  poor  dear  late  Mr.  Cruden  left 
me  sole  legatee  and  executrix:  he  died 
iij)on  his  passage  home  from  Calcutta — 
but  that's  nothing  !  My  income,  thank 
Heaven,   is  very  ample:  I   have  attracted 

the 
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the  attention  of  several  men  of  fashion, 
I  assure  you,  Miss  Delauniel  Mr.  Fer- 
niager  was  very  attentive;  but  my  clear 
Lady  Melville  advised  me  not  to  part 
with  the  staff  out  of  my  own  hands,  so  I 
refused  all  my  admirers,  and  very  merce- 
nary certainly  they  were :  Lady  Mel- 
ville proved  it  beyond  a  doubt;  besides, 
two  hundred  thousand  pounds,  as  her 
Ladyship  said,  were  well  worth  a  Ducal 
coronet— but  that's  nothino^l  But,  as  I 
was  saying,  can  you  guess  at  all  which  it 
is  that  agitates  and  distresses  the  dear 
Marchioness  in  such  a  manner  ?  I  pio- 
fess  that  I  am  quite  at  a  loss,  for  Lady 
Melville  says,  it  is  only  two  or  three 
little  debts  that  teaze  her — but  that's  no- 
thing! I  have  Gbserved  ilidt  her  uneasi- 
ness has  increased  very  much  these  last 
two  days ;  and  1  know  there  has  not 
been  any  new  application  since  then,  or 
I  should  have  heard  of  it.  Upon  my 
word,  the  Marquis  must  want  generosity 
strangely,  to  suifer  her  to  be  thus  dis- 
tressed ! —  Don't  you  think  so,  Miss 
Delaunie?'* 

Laura, 
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Laura,  unable  imniediately  to  parry 
this  attack,  hesitated  for  some  seconds, 
without  finding  words  to  evade  the  en- 
quiry into  her  sentiments. 

**  Oh  Lord,  my  dear,"  resumed  good 
Mrs.  Cruden,  ''  I  quite  forgot  myself!  — 
well,  forgive  my  inadvertence^ — I  am 
quite  foolish  —  but  that's  nothing  !  I  am 
so  confused  with  what  I  saw  this  morn- 
ing," she  added,  lowering  her  voice, 
that  Lady  Ronald  and  her  companion 
iriight  not  distinguish  what  she  said  ; 
*'  for  poor  dear  Lady  Melville — don't 
mention  it — was  upon  her  knees  to  the 
Marchioness  !  I  happened  to  be  going 
to  the  dressing-room,  and  just  as  I 
reached  the  door,  I  heard  a  sobbing,  as 
if  someoott}'  WZZ  Z:y\zg  n^ost  gr:fvously; 
so  I  was  fearful  the  amiable  Lady  Bef- 
iingham  might  be  in  hysterics,  which  she 
often  is,  wlicn  she  is  much  tcazcd  for 
money,  and  I  popped  my  eye  to  the  key- 
hole, to  observe  it"  Boden  was  with  her, 
and  behohj  I  saw  her  mother  kneeling  to 
Iier !  Now  I  cannot,  for  the  life  of  me, 
guess  what  the  secret  can  be!'' 

I\Irs, 
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IMrs.  Crudcn  then  gazed  at  Laura, 
cither  for  some  information,  or  for  an 
opinion  ;  but  she  was  as  unable  to  give 
the  one  as  the  otiier  :  for  the  idea  of  a 
kneeling  parent,  vainly  supplicating,  as 
she  too  much  feared,  a  forbearance  of 
tliat  vice  that  must  inevitably  be  fol- 
lowed by  misery,  ruin,  and  dishonour, 
shocked  her  soul,  and  chased  the  colour 
from  her  cheeks;  and  she  forgot  for  the 
instant  the  too  probable  principles,  and 
the  previous  conduct  of  that  mother. 

Good  Mrs.  Cruden  at  length  despair- 
ing of  being  able  to  extract  any  part  of 
the  desired  secret  from  Laura,  left  her, 
to  prattle  to  the  amiable  sister  of  her 
lovely  Marchioness ;  and  Lady  Harriet 
imm.ediately  occupied  the  seat  she  had 
quitted. 

''  What  has  that  odd  creature  been 
saying  to  you,  Laura?'  demanded  she. 
''  I  can  believe,  however,  that  she  has 
been  imploring  you  to  listen  to  Sandby, 
that  her  dear  friend  may  be  extricated 
from  the  dilemma  in  which  she  finds 
herself;  but  it  will  really  be  much  more 

charitable 
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charitable  to  extend  your  smiles  to  tlie 
favourite  of  the  Marchioness,  and  snatch 
her,  bon  gre,  mal  gre,  from  the  ruinous 
eifects  of  this  terrible  penchant.  Serious- 
ly, my  dear  Miss  Delaunie,  the  impru- 
denee  of  Lady  Bellingham  alarnis  me.  I 
fear  that  Averne  must,  for  the  moment, 
wave  his  open  pretensions  ;  and  you  have 
sense  enough,  1  am  sure,  to  appretiate 
his  forbearance,  which  indeed  tlie  silly 
persecutions  of  the  Marchioness  render 
necessary  ;  for,  with  all  his  apparent  le- 
vity, he  has  great  generosity  and  con- 
sideration, and  would  not  involve  a  fa- 
mily " 

"  ^\'hat  is  this  secret  that  Cruden  is 
talking  so  much  of?"  demanded  Lady 
llonald,  advancing  to  them;  "  she  has 
been  tormenting  me  these  five  minutes, 
with  a  galimatias  (juite  incomprehensible* 
Do  you  think  my  mother  looks  so  ill  as 
she  says?" 

"  Her  Ladyship  appears  rather  indis- 
posed," replied  Lady  Harriet;  "  but  the 
lender  affection  o^  good  Mrs.  Cruden  cer- 
tainly magniiies  the  evil." 

*'  Good 
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*'  Good  Mrs.  Cruden,"  replied  tlie 
other,  "  is  now  gone  upon  a  voyage  of 
discovery,  to  ascertain  the  exact  degree  of 
malady  poor  dear  Lady  Melville  is  incom- 
moded with  !  —  I  should  have  been  alarmed 
by  her  folly,  only  that  I  am  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  tournure  it  is  apt  to  take  now 
and  then.  A-propos,  Laura,  I  under- 
stand that  you  are  the  fortunate  being- 
destined  by  Fate  to  enchain  our  volage — 
the  favourite  of  many  seasons — ihe  unri- 
valled Averne  !  Oh  you  blush  ! — you  are 
simple,  however,  to  affect  secrecy,  ^\•hen 
you  must  be  dying  to  publish  your  good 
fortune  1" 

*'  Indeed,  ]\Iadam,"  said  Laura,  *'  I 
am  not '' 

^*  And  that  protesting  physiognomy 
tool"  interrupted  Lady  Ronald:  '' va, 
mon  enfant,  many  a  dignified  lady  will 
shortly  raise  your  opinion  of  your  pre- 
siding stars,  by  very  vehement  regrets  !" 

As  she  turned  away,  Lady  Harriet  fol- 
lowed her,  and  they  quitted  the  room  to- 
gether. 

'*  What 
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*'  AVhat  childish  levity  and  folly  1"  ex- 
claimed Laura,  with  indignant  emotion. 
**  I  am  then  hy  every  one  really  expected 
to  receive  with  delisrhted  humilitv,  the 
condescensions  of  this  Averne ! — and  wlien 
one  of  his  dignified  ladies  become  out- 
rageous at  the  atrocity  of  his  vulgar  pre- 
ference, I  am  to  appretiate  his  forbearance 
in  waving  for  the  moment  his  optn  pre- 
tensions !  These  dignilicd  ladies  certainly 
believe  that  1  am  not  entitled  to  possess 
any  faculty,  but  that  of  admiring  or  obey- 
ing, as  the  caprice  or  injustice  of  either 
may  dictate  ! — Dear  and  regretted  Mrs. 
Rothemerc  !  when  you  unfolded  my  mind, 
and  directed  its  bias  with  such  tender 
care,  why  did  you  not  inform  me  how 
little  its  reasoning  and  distinguishing 
faculties  would  probably  avail  me?  or 
rather,  why  did  you  expand  those  powers, 
when  they  only  create  in  uic  disgust  and 
contempt  where  1  am  expected  to  reveie 
and  love? — Good  Heaven!  is  the  Mar- 
chioness then  so  depraved  ?  Can  she  in- 
deed reject  the  sup})lications  of  a  kneeling 
mother,     who    implores    her    to   preserve 

unsullied 
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unsullied  her  honour  and  her  fame  1 — What 
am  I  to  think?" 

As  she  was  risino;  to  withdraw  to  her 
apartment,  Mr.  Sandby  entered  the  room. 

'*  Ha,  my  little  opponent!"  exclaimed 
he,    **  I  came  here  to  consult  Lady  ]\Iel- 
ville ;  but  you  are  an  excellent  substitute, 
and   I  will  take  your  opinion  instead  of 
her's.'* 

''  I  cannot  at  present  attend  to  you,'* 
said  Laura;  '^  for  I  have  really  a  letter  to 
write." 

**  A  letter  !  wtH,  but  listen  to  me— it 
is  upon  a  letter  I  v/ish  you  to  decide.*' 

**  Indeed  you  must  excuse  me." 

"  Indeed  I  cannot;  look,  it  is  from 
that  little  toad  Madalina,  who  coaxes  me 
to  return  to  her." 

*'  Lady  Madalina  does  you  great  ho- 
nour. " 

**  But  what  do  you  advise  me  to  do?" 

**  As  you  have  chosen  to  ask  my  opi- 
nion," said  Laura,  turning  back,  **  I  may 
venture  to  make  it  known,  without  in- 
curring your  censure  :  1  should  suppose, 
very   Utile  consultation   is   necessary   to 

VOL,  11,  D  enable 
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enable  you  to  cletennine  proj)erly  ;  as  Lady 
Madalina  condescends  to  request  your  re- 
turn, you  had  heller  not  {>ro1oiig  your 
absence  beyond  her  patience  ov  ibigi ve- 
il ess." 

*^  Oh,  lier  patience/'  replied  he,  "  is 
a  toiitc  eprcuve  !  and  as  for  her  forgive- 
ness, 1  shall  never  demand  it,  if  my  fair 
Laura  will  promise  to  console  me  for  the 
outcry  her  fannly  and  mine  will  raise,  if 
I  leave  her  in  the  lurch." 

^  *'  No,  Sir,*'  replied  Laura  indipnantly  : 
'^  if  you  can  act  in  a  manner  so  little  ho- 
nourable to  your  cliaracter,  an}'  mortifi- 
cation you  may  then  receive,  I  shall  believe 
you  amply  deserve  !" 

She  then  withdrew,  and  heard  him  ex- 
claim, as  she  left  the  room — "  A  little 
dragon  ! — III  go  directly  to  Madalina,  by 
G~d  1" 

*'  Heaven  l)e  praised  !"  thought  Laura  : 
'*  I  shall  not  then  incur  the  inci  cased 
animosity  of  Lord  Melville,  at  least  !"  » 

Her  letter  to  Mrs.  Hamilton,  which  she 
was  assured  would  be  faithfully  delivered 
by  Dolly,  was  descriptive  of  the  inquietude 

and 
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and  discomfort  of  her  situation  :  she  ac- 
knowledged the  very  apparent  justice  of 
the  intimations  she  had  received  from  this 
disinterested  friend  ;  and  having  warmly 
recommended  her  discarded  attendant  to 
her  kindness,  she  expressed  her  earnest 
wishes,  as  her  intercourse  at  the  Rectory 
was  prohibited,  that  she  might  shortly 
meet  ]\Irs.  Hamilton  in  town. 


CHAP.    HI. 


HEN  Laura  retired  for  the  night, 
Dolly  informed  her  that  she  was  to  depart 
the  next  day  by  a  stage  that  passed  through 
Adwan  :  because,  as  the  caravan  sot  oif 
by  five  in  the  morning,  they  should  not 
catch  her  travelling  before  daylight  in 
such  bitter  weather. 

*'  So,  Ma  am,"  added  Dolly,  ''  I  shall 

have  the  pleasure  for  to  tend  you  to-mor- 

■  D  2  row 
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TOW  till  eleven  o'clock  ;  for  the  cotcli  don't 
go  through  the  village  till  then." 

^*  If  that  is  the  case,"  returned  Laura, 
**  I  will  request  you  to  take  a  note  from 
me  to  Mrs.  Aubrey,  before  you  leave  me. 
I  wish  you  to  deliver  it  either  to  ]\lr. 
Aubrey,  or  to  herself;,  and  it  is  for  the 
certainty  of  having  it  given  immediately 
into  their  hands,  that  I  trouble  you,  Dolly, 
instead  of  sending  by  one  of  the  people  of 
the  house." 

*^  Oh  lauk,  Ma'am,  you  are  right  as  to 
that  I  for,  God  knows,  them  there  is  very 
little  to  be  trusted,  if  a  body  knowed  all 
their  pranks  !  And  now  I  am  going, 
Ma'am,  I  must  beg  you  to  take  petickler 
care  how  your  letters  is  sealed,  as  you 
sends  by  them  gentry  :  for  I  cotched  'cm 
reading  one  of  Lady  Roller's  only  the  day 
before  yesterday.  I  see  her  woman  give 
it  to  one  of  the  men ;  and  a  fine  snigger- 
ing there  was  amongst  them  imperent  fel- 
lows, who  don't  mind  what  they  say  of 
their  Ladies  behind  their  backs,  I  can  tell 
'em  that  1" 

**  I  thank 
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*'  I  thank  you  for  your  caution,  Dolly,'* 
replied  her  young  Lady  :  '*  I  will  give  you 
the  billet  for  Mrs.  Aubrey  then,  to-mor- 
row morning." 

She  tlien  made  Mrs.  Maunder  some  pe- 
cuniary rccompence  for  the  abruptness  of 
her  enforced  departure;  and  Dolly  ex- 
pressed great  regret  that  she  was  forced  to 
go,  and  not  only  that,  bat  forced  to  leave 
her  kind  Miss  Laura  in  such  Imnds. 

"  But  I  hope,  Ma'am,  to  see  you  your 
own  mistress  one  of  these  days/'  added 
she;  **  and  married  to  a  good  gentleman 
such  as  you  desarve — not  such  as  these  at 
Adwan,  for  all  what  they  say  !  for  I  don't 
think  they  areany  oflhemgood  for  much  — 
though  Mr.  Cuthbert  says  you  are  to  have 
Mr.  Averne,  and  another  says  you  are  to 
have  Mr  Sandby,  and  another  that  you 
are  to  have  Mr.  Fermager ; — and  there, 
Ma'am,  they've  all  laid  wagers  about  it! 
but.  Ma'am,  they've  laid  wagers  about 
other  things  too,  in  the  family  !  and  Fm 
sure  it's  enough  to  make  one's  hair  stand 
an    end,    to    hear  their  discourses.      Mr. 

Cuthbert  says '* 

D  3  **  Patience!'' 
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''Patience!"  thought  Laura;  ''the 
poor  creature  will  not  have  any  further 
opportunity  of  teazing  me  with  Mr.  Cuth- 
bert's  remarks,  and  I  will  not  interrupt 
tlie  loquacity  that  appears  to  relieve  her 
mortification." 

"  Mr.  Cuthbert  says,  JMa'am,  that  a 
friend  of  hisen,  who  is  gentleman  to  some 
Lord,  m.arried  the  Lady's  woman  :  and  so, 
the  Lord  was  a  Captain  or  a  Kernel,  or 
something,  and  he  went  somewliere  with 
the  army  to  fight — and  so  he  toke  his  gen- 
tleman with  him,  to  be  sure  ! — and  whilst 
they  was  gone,  what  does  me  the  Lady 
and  her  tendant,  but  they  both  runs 
iiauglit— and  when  the  Lord  comes  home, 
lie  falls  to  sowing  for  damages,  and  he 
gets  a  power  of  money  ;  and  ISlr,  Cuth- 
bert says  he  gave  it  every  fartlnng  to  the 
lady  he  kept,  and  a  fine  windfall  it  was 
for  her! — 'Well,  I\La"am,  and  j\L-.  Cuth- 
bcrt's  friends  says  he — '  I  don't  sec  why 
I  mayn't  sow  for  damages  too,*  says  he: 
*  if  my  Lord  gets  his  thousands,  I  may 
get  my  hundreds  !  and  Ml  be  d—mn — d/ 
says  he,     '  if   the   bii^icr   don't  pay  for 

making 
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making  free  with  my  honour  and  my  coii- 
jug'gle  fehcity — for  they're  as  great  a  loss 
to  me,*  saya  he,  *as  my  Lord's  is  to  him, 
or  the  devil's  in't — knowing  what  I  know  V 
I  beg  pardon  for  swearing,  JNIa'am  ; — so, 
Ma  am,  he  falls  to  work,  and  gets  fiis  da- 
mages the  very  next  week.  But  behold  ! 
hi.^  Lord  went  into  a  terrible  great  passion 
with  him,  for  his  imiKM'ence  in  employing 
the  very  same  consul — the  man  in  the 
court 'of  justice,  I  mean,  Ma'am,  who  cries 
out,  they  tells  me,  and  says  how  liard  it 
is  to  be  used  so  !— And  as  I  was  saying, 
this  consul,  or  lawyer,  or  whatever  he 
might  be,  what  does  me  he,  but  he  says 
the  same  speech  he  had  said  before,  for 
the  Lord — exact  the  same,  Mr.  Cuthbert 
says,  only  instead  of  talking  of  the  con- 
juggle  felicity  of  great  Lords,  he  talked  of 
the  conjuggle  felicity  of  honest  men  ! — 
So  my  Lord  turned  off  his  gentleman ; 
and  the  lady,  who  was  in  as  great  a  pas- 
sion with  her  woman,  for  being  so  imper- 
tinent to  o'o  into  court  almost  at  the  same 
time  with  her,  turned  her  off  too  !  But, 
Ma  am,  the  worst  is  to  come — says  Mr. 
D  4  Cuthbert, 
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Cathbert,  says  he — ^  I'll  bet  any  body  ten 
paunds  that  something*  like  this  will  hap- 
pen soon,  nearer  home  tlian.some  folks 
thinks  for  !' — So,  Ma'am,  half  a  dozen 
took  his  bet  all  at  once :  and  then  they 
fell  to  quarrelling  about  who  said  'done  1* 
first.  I'm  sure  the  ladies  and  gentlemen 
mought  have  heard  their  bawling — didn't 
you  hear  the  noise,  Miss  Laura?" 

*'  No/'  she  replied,  'M  did  not  distin- 
guish any  particular  noise.  And  now, 
my  good  Dolly,  I  will  wish  you  a  good 
night  ?" 

**  Good  night  to  j/02/,  Ma'am,"  return- 
ed Dolly:  ^*  1  wish  we  was  back  in  Dor- 
setshire, Y/ith  all  my  heart,  Miss  Laura — 
and  poor  Mrs.  Rothemere  alive  and 
merry  1" 

Laura,  with  a  deep  sigh,  joined  in  the 
purport  of  this  wish,  and  her  attendant 
then  left  her  to  her  repose. 

In  the  morning,  she  wrote  a  billet  to 
Mrs.  Aubrey,  expressing  much  regret  that 
she  was  compelled,  by  an  unpleasant  cir- 
cumstance, to  abstain  fiom  her  usual  visit 
at   the   liectory :    she  had    intended    to 

entreat 
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entreat  that  Mv.  Aubrey  would  call  at  the 
park  the  next  day,  before  the  family  or 
their  inmates  were  likely  to  encounter 
him  ;  that  she  might  then,  in  gentle  terms, 
endeavour  to  qualify  the  prohibition  that 
detained  her  from  them ;  and  that  she 
might  likewise  receive  the  friendly  coun- 
sel which  had  been  promised  her.  But 
slie  feared,  on  consideration,  tliat  the  re- 
quest would  be  improper  in  itself,  and  after 
what  had  passed  the  lips  of  the  Marquis, 
degrading  to  Mr.  Aubrey  ;  lie  had  obtain- 
ed respect  as  the  visitor  of  Lord  John,  to 
whom  Lord  Eellingham  and  his  Lady  paid 
an  unaccountable  deference  ;  but  as  lier's, 
he  might  meet,  perhaps,  with  insult  from 
a  household,  which  the  indignant  and  un- 
guarded prattle  of  Dolly  had  fully  taught 
her  to  appretiate. 

She  contented  herself,  therefore,  with 
an  apology,  without  any  expressed  wish  to 
see  Mr  Aubrey,  in  the  hope  that  an  op- 
portunity might  naturally  occur,  in  which 
she  could  impart  what  she  wished  to  sav 
relative  to  the  restriction  that  governed 
lier.  Having  sealed  the  billet,  Laura 
D  5  awaited 
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awaited  tlie  return  of  lier  departing  at- 
tendant, until  tlie  clock  bad  struck  eleven  ; 
and  she  then  became  apprehensive  that 
tlie  ]\Iarchioncss  or  Lady  Melville  w  ould 
not  perhaps  suffer  her  to  receive  the  fare- 
Avel  of  poor  Dolly,  who  might  conse- 
quently have  been  prevented  from  again 
visiting  her  apartment  by  Mrs.  Boden. 

The  idea  had  scarcely  been  admitted, 
Tvlien  Dolly  rushed  into  the  room  with  a 
countenance  bursting  witli  intelligence, 
and  her  eyes  staring  wildly. 

*'  Lauk,  Ma'am,  what  do  you  think?'" 

exclaimed  she:    'Sas  1  hope  to  live 

3'ou  see,  JMa'am,  Mr.  Averne  Avent  away 
this  morning,  'tvvixt  eight  and  nine,  as  he 
said  he  must — for  he  made  believeas  lie  had 
gotaletrer  that  told  him  he  oft  to  go  to  Lon- 
don to-day.  So,  Ma"am,  as  you're  alive,  if 
the  Marchioness  an't  sot  off  this  morning 
at  daybreak,  and  nobody  knows  hovv'  she 
Vv'ent,  but  tliat  good-for-nothing  hussy, 
Madam  Boden,  and  she's  gone  with  her." 

''  Hush,  for  Heaven's  sake!"  exclaim- 
ed Laura,  whilst  an  involuntary  horror 
s^elzed  her;    '^  do  not  thus  express  your- 

"scll! 
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self!    Lady  Bellini>"ham  is  probably  gone 

to  town  upon  business  of  importance 

the  Marquis  is  certainly   acquainted " 

'^  Upon  business!"  re[)eated  Dolly: 
''  it's  likely  to  turn  out  a  tine  business  for 
]ier — a  non-natural  woman — to  go  to  leave 
her  children — such  pretty  creatures  as  they 
be !  No,  Ma'am,  they  say  the  Marquis 
don't  know  of  it ;  and  she  has  not  taken 
any  of  the  carriages,  or  so  much  as  a  ser- 
vant, or  a  groom — only  that  old  slut  Mrs. 
Bodcn,  who  is  gone  after  Mr.  Averne's 
valet  as  she  was  so  fond  of!  And  there's 
old  Lady  Melville  has  fiiinted  away  two 
or  three  times  running,  and  they  be  gone 
for  the  doctor ;  but  now  she's  come  to, 
and  begs  they  won't  tell  the  Marquis — 
and  she  talks  of  overtaking  her,  and  bring- 
ing her  back — and  there  she  is  all  crying 
out  and  wringing  her  hands :  but  nobody 
pities  her  ;  for  they  say  she  desarves  it 
all  !  And  she  has  ordered  her  post-chay 
directly;  but  they  don't  think  she  has 
strength  to  get  into  it;  or  sit  up,  when 
it's  ready." 

D  6  **  How 
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*^  IIow  dreadful  !"  exclaimed  Laura, 
her  countenance  pale  as  a  corse  ;  '*  but 
surely  you  mistake,  Dolly — I  hope  you  do 
— I  hope  you  are  in  an  error  !" 

*'  No,  Ma'am,  bad  as  they've  behaved 
to  nie,  I  wish  I  was  mistaken  ;  but  Mr. 
Tomlinson,  who  goes  about  for  the  old 
steward,  now  he's  ill,  was  at  market  at 
some  place  going  on  towards  London,  to 
buy  cattle  and  sheep,  and  what  not,  which 
he  does  every  week  for  the  family's  use — 
so  he  was  in  the  inn-yard,  and  who 
should  come  up  but  Mr.  Averne  in  a  chay ; 
so  while  the  horses  were  putting  to  for 
him,  there  came  out  a  waiter  to  say  a  lady 
wanted  to  speak  to  him — and  he  didn't 
seem  fond  of  going — but  there  came  out 
another  message,  and  then  a  scrap  of  pa- 
per wrote  upon — so  Mr.  Tomlinson  says, 
when  he  saw  the  paper,  he  coloured  up, 
and  swore  a  great  oath,  and  in  he  goes — 
so  then  I\Ir.  Tomlinson  was  curous  to 
know  more  about  it,  and  waited  about, 
and  axed  the  waiter  who  the  lady  was  : 
but  he  said  he  didn't  know — for  both  tlie 
ladies   had  tli^eir  veils  on,  all  over  their 

faces, 
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faces,    and  he  believed  they  came  from 

London    way so   then    he    says   Mr. 

Avcrne  canie  out  in  a  huff  like — and  who 
should  come  after  him  but  the  Mar- 
chioness— though  he  did  not  know  her 
then  for  her  thick  veil,  which  she  held  all 
about  her  face  like — and  Mr.  Averne  told 
her  to  go  back  before  it  was  too  late,  and 
then  Mr.  Tomlinson  heard  her  voice,  and 
he  thought  he  must  have  dropped  down — 
and  says  she — '  No,  III  never  go  back  ; 
but  I'll  follow  you — v/hat's  done  is  done, 
so  don't  think,'  says  she,  '  to  serve  me 
so  !' — And  after  a  tussle,  they  went  away 
together,  and  lie  gallops  back  like  mad, 
to  tell  what  he'd  heard  and  saw  !  so  they 
went  and  told  Lady  Melville,  and  she 
took  on  till  they  thought  she'd  never  come 
to  life  again  !" 

Compassion  now  seized  the  agitated  bo- 
som of  Laura. 

**  What  shall  I  do  ?"  she  exclaimed. 
*'  It  may  be  thought  presumption  if  I  ask 

to  be  admitted  to  her yet  not  to  go  ! 

Is  Lady  Ronald  Avith  her  unhappy  mo- 
ther ?"  she  asked. 

*'  She 
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'*  She  Is  by  tliis  time,"  returned  Dolly, 
''  Lady  Melville  was  for  not  having  any 
body  called ;  but  some  of  'em  went  with- 
out leave,  and  had  her  \\aked.  Lauk, 
Ma  am,  did  you  ever  hear  such  a  ringing 
and  flurrying  about?  Gracious!  there's 
the  iMarquis  storming  out  I  Oh  Lord  1  I 
wouldn't  meet  him  now  for  all  I'm  worth 
in  the  whole  world  1" 

Laura  listened  in  breathless  agitation  : 
and  as  Dolly  had  left  the  dressing-room 
door  half  open,  she  'heard  her  father 
hastily  descending  the  stairs,  and  in  a 
loud  and  hurried  tone,  desired  his  valet  to 
follow  him  to  London  full  speed. 

^'  Bring  my  pistols  to  tlie  carriage,"  he 
added,  ''unloaded  as  lliey  are;  I  will 
charge  them  myself,  to  save  time  I" 

Laura  turned  sick  at  this  ill-bodino* 
sound,  and  staggered  to  a  chair  :  whilit 
Dolly  ran  to  a  window,  that  overlooked 
the  court-yard  of  the  entrance  generally 
used  by  the  famil3\ 

''  Oh  Ma'am!"  exclaimed  she,  ''if 
there  isn't  old  Lady  Melville  a  kneeling 
down  in  the  dirt  and  snow  to  my  Lord  1 

Oil 
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Oil  fatliers !  my  Lord's  in  such  a  passion, 
she  won't  let  him  get  into  his  post-chay  !" 
**  Tor  God's  sake  remove  from  the  win- 
dow!" exclaimed  Laura,  in  an  agony; 
*'  do  not,  I  conjure  you,  Dolly,  suffer 
your  curiosity  or  your  terror  to  give  you 
the  appearance  of  watching  what  is  pass- 


ing." 


''  Lank;  IMiss,  they're  too  busy  to  look 
up  at  me  ! — Oh  joles  !"  added  she,  raising 
her  clenched  hands,  '^  he'll  kill  her — -he'll 
kill  her,   as  sure  as  twopence !" 

Several  piercing  screams  now  assailed 
the  ears  of  Laura,  and  forgetting  the  cau- 
tion  she  had  so  recently  given,  she  darted 
to  the  window;  whilst  Dolly  exclaimed — 
**  He's  pulled  his  coat  out  of  her  hand, 
and  she's  flopped  down,  with  her  face  all 
upon  the  stones  !" 

Laura  beheld  the  Marquis  leap  into  the 
carriage  that  waited  for  him,  and  it  in- 
stantly drove  off  with  great  velocity. 
Lady  Melville  was  raised  up  by  the  attend- 
ing servants,  and  carried  into  the  house 
apparently  lifeless  :  a,nd  Laura  now  entire- 
ly  forgetting    the    probability    that    her 

attentions 
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attentions  might  be  rejected  with  disdain, 
flew  to  offer  them  to  this  unfortunate  mo- 
ther :  but  she  had  been  taken  to  tlie  apart- 
ment of  Lady  Ronald  by  her  own  desire, 
and  tliither  Laura  could  not  presume  to 
follow  her. 

Alarmed,  perplexed,  and  irresolute,  she 
returned  to  her  apartmentj  and  remained 
there  more  than  an  hour  in  entire  solitude: 
for  Dolly,  Avho  had  quitted  it  when  her 
Lady  did,  had  not  returned  ;  and  Laura 
Avas  not  sorry  to  be  allowed  an  interval  of 
silence  and  reflection,  to  collect  and  ar- 
range her  scattered  ideas.  They  were 
now,  however,  interrupted  by  tlie  sound 
of  another  carriage  driving  to  the  en- 
trance: and  unable  to  restrain  her  wish 
to  learn  who  was  coming,  or  w  ho  depart- 
ing, hoping  too,  notwithstanding  what 
she  had  heard,  that  It  might  be  the  Mar- 
chioness returned  to  her  hone  and  licr 
family,  she  crept  to  a  window,  and  saw 
Lady  Ronald  enter  a  travelling-carriage, 
followed  by  her  Lord. 

**  Good   Heaven  1    can  she  desert  her 

mother?"    thought    Laura:    "it    is  not 

4  surely 
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surely  possible  !  Lord  Ronald  perhaps  in- 
sists upon  her  removal ;  or  she  may  be 
going  to  seek  the  i\Iarchioness,  and  in- 
duce her  to  retrace  her  guilty  steps/' 

At  this  moment  Mrs.  Cruden  claimed 
admittance  to  her. 

*'  Lord  bless  me,  Miss  Delaunie,"  ex- 
claimed she,    ^'  liave  you  seen — have  you 

heard it  is   too  true  I  find  indeed  !  — 

"Who  would  have  thought  such  a  thing  of 
the  Marchioness?  She  must  have  been  de- 
ranged before  slie  could  foigtt  herself  in 
this  shocking  manner — but  that  s  nothing ! 
Lord  bless  me,  I  don't  know  whether  to 
go  or  stay — or  what  to  do  !  Poor  Lady 
Melville !  Heaven  be  praised,  I  have  no 
daughter !  Between  you  and  me,  Miss 
Deiaunie,  the  Marchioness  has  had  fifteen 
thousand  pounds  of  me  :  and  now,  I  sup- 
pose, I  shall  neither  get  my  money  back 
again,  nor  any  credit  tor  having  lent  it ! 
Lord  bless  me,  I  shall  be  so  teazed  about 
this  nauo'htv  v.oman — but  that's  nothino;. 
And  at  this  minute  I  do  not  know  what 
upon  earth  1  am  to  do  !  I  sent  to  speak 
to  Lady  MelvillC;   but  she  vras  too  ill  to 

see 


66 


THE    WIFE    AND 


see  me — ])at  that's  iiotirinp;  i  Lady  Har- 
riet declares  she  was  leaving  Adwan,  be- 
fore the  sad  discovery,  and  slie  must  ab- 
solutely go  to-<lay  ;  but  she  thiiiks  I  ought 
to  stay  till  to-morrow,  or  next  day,  to 
see  how  things  turn  out — but  I  profess  I 
am  (juite  bewildered.  I  would  not  do  any 
tiling  unhandsonic  towards  mv  good 
friend,  Lady  j\ielville;  and  yet  perhaps 
I  shall  be  expected  to  go  directly,  that  I 
may  not  detain  her  here.  My  dear  IMiss 
Delaunie,  I  declare  I  never  met  with  such 
an  accident  before what  shall  I  do?"* 

**  Indeed  I  cannot  presume  to  say, 
Madam,"  replied  Laura. 

*^  Lord  bless  me,  but  don't  you  think 
I  had  better  endeavour  to  find  out  whe- 
ther Lady  Melville  wishes  me  to  stay  or 
go?"    ^ 

"  Certainly,  I  sliould  suppose,"  said 
her  young  adviser,  '*  that  the  presence 
of  a  friend  would  be  a  consolation  very 
(ksirablc  to  her  Ladyship,  if  slie  really  is 
unable  to  remove :  and  that  can  be  soon 
ascertained." 


So 
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"  So  it  can;  well  then,  my  dear  Miss 
Delauiiie,  ir  1  rcniaiu  here  to-day.,  and 
the  poor  Countess  is  too  ill,  and  too  much 
sliGcked  to  do  the  honours  of  the  house, 
I  will  take  a  snug  comfortable  dinner  with 
you;  for  I  suppose  there  will  scarcely  he 
an}'  formal  table,  nov/  every  thing  is  in 
such  confusion." 

Laura,  very  much  disgusted  with  the 
selfish  apathy  of  good  Mrs.  Cruden,  was 
on  the  point  of  excusing  herself  from  par- 
taking any  snug  comforts  wdth  her,  but 
that  she  happened  to  recollect  her  own 
affinity  to  the  Marquis  was  well  known ; 
and  she  might  therefore  be  expected  to 
render  every  attention  in  her  power  to  his 
guests  thus  strangely  abandoned;  she  as- 
sented then  to  the  proposition,  though  she 
could  not  prevail  upon  herself  to  do  it 
very  cordially. 

*'  I  declare  1  am  quite  glad  that  I  shall 
have  somebody  to  speak  to,  if  I  must 
stay  a  day  or  two/'  resumed  Mrs.  Cruden; 
*'  so  now  I  w  ill  go  and  try  to  pick  up  a 
little  more  intelligence  of  the  state  of 
all  airs." 

Laura 
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Laura  was  relieved  by  bcr  absence  ;  but 
ere  slie  had  remained  five  minutes  alone, 
Lady  Harriet  CHfton  entered  her  apart- 
ment, her  countenance  strongly  marked 
with  vexation.  Laura  regarded  her  in 
silent  apprehension,  and  her  visitor,  throv/- 
ing  herself  on  a  seat,  exclaimed — *^  It  is 
even  as  you  may  have  heard,  IMiss  De- 
launie  !  This  silly  woman  has  too  surely 
awaited  Averne  upon  the  road,  and  joined 
him;— one  of  Lord  Bellingbam's  people 
beheld  them  together  at  some  inn.  He 
must  have  been  mad  not  to  have  shaken 
her  off!  Though  I  am  convinced  she  was 
resolved  to  plunge  him  into  ruin,  even  at 
the  price  of  her  own  perdition.  Of  this 
I  am  well  ascertained,  that  he  had  not 
the  least  suspicion  of  her  design,  and  that 
he  left  Ad  wan  to  avoid  her  importunate 
fonchiess.  She  must  be  insensate — be- 
witched !  I  could  not  have  supposed  that 
she  would  so  shortly  have  gone  such 
lengths!" 

**  Perhaps  she  will  return,"  said  Laura, 
hardly  conscious  of  the  import  of  her 
words. 

.;    If 
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^^  If  she  should  be  so  mctlned,'*  re- 
sumed Lady  Harriet,  ''  the  Marquis  can- 
not again  receive  her  I  But  I  have  studied 
her  disposition  ;  and  the  barrier  once  pass- 
ed, she  will  proceed  in  this  irrevocable 
folly  of  braving  the  world  and  its  opi- 
nion, with  the  same  ungoverned  licence- 
that  marked  her  career  of  extravagant  dis- 
sipation. Lady  Melville  thought  her  in- 
fluence could  never  fail :  but  the  temper 
of  the  Marchioness  was  soured  by  the  re- 
ceding admiration  and  homage  of  man- 
kind, which  she  had  received  until  she 
fancied  them  her's  by  charter,  I  believe 
— and  her  mind,  harassed  by  the  torment- 
ing effects  of  her  lavish  humour,  threw 
off  the  shackles  she  had  hitherto  worn 
without  murmuring.  Averne  she  has 
long  regarded  with  admiration ;  but  I 
hoped  that  his  knowledge  of  the  world, 

and  his  limited  circumstances 1   must 

however    curtail    my    observations. 1 

sought  you,  my  dear  Miss  Delaunie,  to 
bid  you  adieu  :  affairs  of  importance  to 
me  call  me  hence,  and  I  must  imme- 
diately leave  Ad  wan.     I   M'ish  to  assure 

you 
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you  that  I  interest  myself  in  your  des- 
tiny, and  that  I  hope  to  see  you  in 
town." 

Laura  could  scarcely  conquer  her  dis- 
approbation of  the  character  and  conduct 
of  Lady  Harriet,  sufficiently  to  acknow- 
ledge this  unexpected  profession  of  fa- 
vour; but  they  at  length  separated  Avitli 
great  politeness  and  a  semblance  of  ur- 
banity, for  which  the  unpractised  Laura 
detested  lierself,  and  which  nothino;  less 
than  the  dread  of  a  father's  hatred  could 
have  extorted  from  her  ingenuous  temper. 

Laura  tlien    rang  for  IMrs.  Dolly,   \vho 
had    not,    she    concluded,   thought  more 
of  her  intended  journey;  and,    according 
to   her   expectation,     Dolly   obeyed  the 
summons. 

^*  Well,  jMa'cm,  here  I  am,  you  see,'* 
said  she:  *'  behold,  when  I  came  for  to 
remember  about  going,  which,  as  old 
Lady  Melville  is  still  here,  I  supposed  I 
must,  1  was  past  my  time  by  about  two 
hours — and  v  ho  can  M'onder  at  that! 
And  now  perhaps,  with  this  holly-bellew, 

and 
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and  scuttling  all  different  ways,  I  may  be 
let  to  stayl" 

Laura  replied  that  this  must  be  a  future 
consideration ;  and  then  dispatched  her 
to  enquire  how  Lady  Melville  w  as,  and 
if  she  mio'ht  be  allowed  to  attend  her 
Ladyship.  After  waiting  a  considerable 
time  to  procure  the  delivery  of  the  mes- 
sage with  which  she  was  commissioned, 
Dolly  returned  with  an  answer,  import- 
ino;  that  as  the  Countess  was  still  verv 
much  indisposed,  and  as  she  was  writing- 
letters  of  the  utmost  importance,  she  was 
compelled  to  decline  tlie  attentions  of 
]\liss  Delaunie. 

*'  Her  woman  says,  Ma'am,"  conti- 
nued Dolly,  '^  that  she  is  going  early  to- 
morrow morning !  But,  Ma'am,  Mr. 
Sandby  wants  to  speak  to  you — only  two 
words,  hesa}s — and  he  came  almost  to 
-the  dressing-room  door;  I  believe  he  is 
waiting." 

**  I  cannot  see  him  !"  exclaimed 
Laura.  ''  How  can  he  at  such  a  m.o- 
mcnt- — unfeeling    man  !     Tell    him    I 

certainly 
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certainly   shall   not    quit   my  apartment 
to-day." 

Dolly  v/ithclrew  to  execute  this  com- 
mand, and  her  young*  Lady  again  yielded 
to  the  various  reflections  that  assailed 
her.  Her  future  destiny  claimed  a  share 
m  her  ruminations,  and  she  wondered 
where   this  sad  change  in  the  family  of 

Lord  Bellingham  would  place  her his 

children  too,     the  children  of  the  Mar- 
chioness! 

**  Poor  little  innocents  !"  exclaimed 
Laura,  weeping  at  the  recollection, 
'*  you  are  abandoned  by  her  who  should 
have  watched  over  you,  and  secured 
your  early  youth  from  the  approaches  of 
evil!" 

She  would  instantly  have  flown  to 
them,  impelled  by  the  strong  influence 
of  united  pity  and  atfection;  but  the  in- 
timation she  had  so  immediately  sent  to 
Mv.  Sandby,  and  the  fear  of  enrounter- 
ing  him,  withheld  her,  until  she  could 
learn  that  he  had  quitted  the  house. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.    IV. 


.RS.  CRUDEN  failed  not  to  claiiii 
her  association  at  tlie  snug  dinner,  to 
which  she  did  honour  as  usual,  without 
any  impediment  from  the  delicacy  of  her 
feelings;  v.diilst  Laura,  sick  at  heart,  and 
weary  of  her  companion,  eagerly  expected 
tlie  moment  that  would  release  her  from 
her  presence. 

"  My  dear  Miss  Delaunie,  how  sad 
you  are  !*'  exclaimed  good  JMrs.  Cruden  : 
*'  upon  my  word,  I  shall  begin  to  think 
that  what  I  hear  is  true." 

''  Does  it  regard  me.  Madam?''  said 
Laura,   sighing. 

"Yes,  indeed;  they  tell  me  that  you 
liave  a  very  great  penchant  for  this  bad 
man.  Don't  look  so  grave,  my  dear,  or 
you  will  quite  overcome  me  !     Poor  dear 

VOL.  11.  E  Lady 
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Lady  Melville  has  almost  killed  me  with 
her  grief. — She  looks  like  a  corpse,  and 
makes  herself  worse  from  her  excessive 
impatience  to  get  to  town :  slie  has  been 
writing  to  the  naughty  woman  ever  since 
she  could  steady  her  hand  enough  to  hold 
a  pen;  but  she  says,  if  she  could  see  her, 
it  would  be  to  more  effect,  and  she  insists 
upon  setting  out  to-morrow  morning, 
even  if  she  dits  upon  the  road !  Mr. 
Permager  took  leave  of  me  about  an  hour 
since — he  is  going  with  that  silly  young 
man  across  the  country,  to  Sir  William 
Sandby's.  Lady  Melville  has  given  him 
a  letter  for  her  daughter  Sophia,  desiring 
her,   I  suppose,   to  make  up  the  match  as 

soon    as    possible and,     between    you 

and  me,  iViiss  Delaunie,  now  the  Mar- 
chioness has  disgraced  herself,  and  people 
will  be  led  to  recollect  that  ugly  atfair  of 
Lady  Ronald,  if  Madalina  does  not  se- 
cure him,  she  will  not  get  a  husband  iu  a 
hurry!" 

'MVhat    a    pitiable   f^ite  T'    exclaimed 
Laura,   wuii  involuntary  emotion. 

''  Well, 
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''  Well,  really  I  do  not  see  that!"  re- 
turned Mvs,  Cruden  :  '^  if  she  marries 
George  Sandby,  she  will  do  very  well,  I 
dare  say;  and  now  they  have  prevailed 
with  him  to  go  back,  he  will  soon  come 
to  like  her  again:  but,  upon  my  word, 
Miss  Delaunie,   she  is  not   much  obliged 

to  you! Sandby's  uncle,   who  left  him 

the  estate,  was  very  fond  of  Madalina, 
and  alv/ays  called  her  George's  wife;  so 
it  has  been  a  settled  thing  some  time,  you 
see." 

This  second  hint  of  good  Mrs.  Cruden 
very  much  discomposed  Laura,  who 
would  not,  however,  deign  to  enter  into 
any  exculpatory  discussion  with  her;  but 
bhe  reflected  that  such  insinuations  mio-ht 
very  materially  injure  her  character  in  the 
estimation  of  the  world. 

"Yet  can  it  be  supposed,"  thought 
5he,  "  that  with  a  penchant  for  one  man, 
1  should  not  discourao-e  the  attentions  of 
another?  But  this  woman  appears  to  ac- 
cuse me  in  both  instances,  and  thinks 
not  of  the  infamy  attached  to  such  a 
conduct!" 

K  2  **  Pray, 
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''  Pray,  Miss  Delaunie, "  resumed  her 
visitor,  after  a  short  pause,  ' '  are  you  to 
reside,  think  you,  with  the  Dowager 
Countess  of  Melville?  I  cannot  imagine 
what  the  Marquis  will  do  with  you!*' 

^*  Indeed  I  know  not,  ]\Iadam, '*  re- 
,phed  Laura,    in  a  reserved  tone. 

'*  Lord,  my  dear,  you  will  find  it  very 
dull  and  melancholy  here,  when  we  are 
'•^11  gone!  I  suppose  Lady  Melville  will 
leave  word  what  is  to  be  done  with  you ; 
for  I  dare  say  the  Marquis  will  still  take 
her  opinion  upon  matters  of  any  import- 
ance." 

"  At  such  a  juncture,"  returned 
Laura,  *'  I  cannot  expect  to,  occupy  any 
share  of  her  Lad \>.hip's  attention." 

"  Perhaps  the  poor  dear  Countess  will 
mention  you  ijetv/een  tliis  and  to-morrow 
morning,'  resumed  Mrs.  Cruden:  "  but 
a-propos,  I  must  go  and  drink  my  coffee 
with  her  Fare^^els  Miss  Dclaunie !  I 
shall  take  my  leave  nov/,  as  perhaps  I 
shall  not  see  you  agai?^  before  I  go  I 
travel  with  poor  Lady  Melvdie;  she  re- 
quested 
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quested  It  of  me,    and  she  intends  to  set 
out  very  early." 

Laura,  who  had  now  discovered  the 
reason  of  her  altered  tone,  readily  re- 
turned her  adieu,  and  felt  much  relieved 
by  her  abseucer  but  she  v/as  still  forlorn 
and  depressed;  and  when  Dplly,  wlio 
compassionated  her  dreary  situation,  re- 
turned to  her  apartment,  she  could  not 
imagine  any  method  of  avoiding  her 
eternal  prattle,  which  wearied  and  dis- 
tressed her,   but  by  retiring  to  her  bed. 

After  a  long  sleepless  night,  in  which 
the  unliappy  transaction  of  the  preceding 
day,  and  its  apprehended  consequences, 
mixed  with  renewed  regrets  for  the  loss  of 
]\Irs.  '  Rothemere,  solely  occupied  her 
mind,  she  v/as  just  sinking  into  a  doze, 
when  the  rattling  of  carriage  wheels  in 
the  court-yard  made  her  start  from  her 
slumber. 

*'  Ah,  if  it  should  be  the  Marchioness!" 
she  exclaimed,  forgetful  at  the  moment 
that  her  return  would  be  unavailing.  She 
liad  risen  in  haste,  and  throwing  round 
her  a  covering,  tlew  to  the  window  but 
E  ^  the 
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the  sound  that  had  disturbed  her  was 
merely  occasioned  by  the  tiavelling  cliaise 
of  Lady  Melville,  uliich  v/as  aheady  at 
tlie  door,  though  there  was  scarcely  light 
enough  for  Laura  to  discern  it. 

She  now  hastily  dressed  herself,  in  the 
expectation  of  being  summoned  to  re- 
ceive a  parting  compliment  from  Lady 
Melville;  but  ere  she  could  sufficiently 
attire  herself  to  quit  her  apartment  with 
decency,  Mrs.  Cruden  and  her  poor  dear 
friend  had  departed. 

From  the  general  tenor  of  Lady  ]\Iel- 
ville's  conduct,  she  had  not  expected  this 
entire  neglect;  and  though  she  could  not 
regret  it,  she  now  felt  solitary,  and  aban- 
doned by  every  one;  and  bursting  into 
tears,  tiirevy-  herself  upon  her  bed,  where 
slie  remained  until  the  woman,  who  ge- 
nerally lighted  the  fire,  made  her  appear- 
ance. Of  her  Laura  enquired  if  Lord 
Traherne  and  his  sister  v/ere  yet  up;  and 
the  servant  replied  that  she  believed  not, 
for  they  did  not  generally  breakfast  till 
half  aficr  nine,  or  near  ten.  Laura  in- 
teuding  to  take  her  meals  with  them,   if 

this 
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this  Indulgence  were  permitted  her  by  the 
gentlewomen  of  the  nursery,  went  thi- 
ther at  tlie  time  mentioned  by  the  woman. 
She  fancied  that  every  thing  spoke  the  de- 
sertion of  the  mother  and  the  mistress  of 
the  family;  and  as  she  reached  the  anti- 
chamber  of  the  children's  eating-room, 
tlie  voice  of  Lord  Trahernc,  raised  in  a 
luingied  tone  of  agony  and  rage,  assailed 
her. 

Quickening  her  pace,  she  passed  on, 
and  found  his  sister  and  himself  unat- 
tended but  by  a  young  person  who  per- 
formed the  menial  offices  of  the  nursery 
apartments.  Little  Emily  was  gazing  at 
her  brother  with  a  distressed  and  terrified 
aspect;  and  when  Lord  Traherne  beheld 
Laura,  he  flew  to  her,  and  asked,  in  a 
voice  almost  suffocated  v.ith  sobs,  if  his 
niamma  had  gone  a\vay,  and  left  Emily 
and  him,  never  to  come  bacjc  again ! 

Slie  took  him  in  her  arms,  and  whilst 
lier  tears  flowed  still  faster  than  his,  en- 
deavoured to  sooth  and  console  him ; 
then  raising  her  eyes  to  the  unfeeling 
creature,  M'hose  confusion  indicated  that 
V.  4  she 
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she  was  the  cause  of  this  scene,   she  bade 
her,   in  an  angry  tone,   to  leave  the  room. 

''  I  said  no  harm,"  said  the  girl,  sul- 
lenly; *'  Lord  Traherne  is  always  telling 
son}e  tale  or  other,  and  doing  of  mis- 
chief! I'm  sure  1  never  see  such  a  child 
in  my  life!"  and  adding,  as  she  quitted 
the  room — ''  as  like  the  motlier  as  he  can 
be!" 

'^  How  dare  you!"  exclaimed  Laura, 
in  a  transport  of  indignation  :  then  turn- 
ing to  the  abandoned  children,  her  tears 
gushed  out  anew,  and  Emily  creeping 
close  to  her,   began  crying  likewise. 

Lord  Traherne  in  a  few  moments  re- 
newed his  torturing  enquiry,  if  his  mamma 
Avas  gone,   never  to  come  back  again. 

*'  Mayn't  I  have  my  mamma  any- 
more ?"  repeated  little  Emily,  in  a  plain- 
tive voice:  **  Hannah  says  she  is  gone 
away — quite  gone  away  I" 

**  Hannah  is  a  kicked  woman  to  tell 
you  so,"  said  Laura. 

''  If  I  had  a  gun,  I  would  shoot  her!" 
cxclainu^l  Lord  Traherne,  vehemently : 
*'  but  Wiica  v.ill  my  mamma  come  back, 

and 
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and  see  Emily  and  me?    Yon  shall  be  my 
mamma  till  she  comes  back  !" 

*' And  be  Emily's  mamma  too!"  said 
the  little  girl. 

''  Yes,  dear  child— dearest  Emily,"  re- 
turned the  still  weeping-  Laura,  **  I  will 
be  your  mamma,    if  I  am   allowed  such 

happiness and    yoiir's    too,     my   dear 

William,"    she    added,     embracing  them 
both. 

At  this  moment  Tvlrs.  Aubrey  entered 
the  room,  whose  countenance,  as  she  ad- 
vanced, testified  how  much  she  sympa- 
thized in  the  distress  she  witnessed. 

Yon    appear    surprised,    my    amiable 
fi-ienr'  "  --^1  ^^-    ^-^^ 


a 


voung  rrienc 


of  Laura,  with  the  most  winning  ex- 
pression of  kindness  m  her  accent  and 
jnanner,  ^^  that  I  tlius,  unannounced  and 
nniuvitecl,  intrude  upon  you;  but  I  had 
learned   that  you  alone  of  the  late  iuha-' 

bitants  of  Adwau  still  remained  here. 

I   find  you    however    not  alone;    and    I 

heard  as  I  approached,  that  young  as  you 

arC;  you  oiier  to  take  upon  you  a  kind 

E  5  and 
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aiul    tender    care,     Avliicli    another    has 
given  lip!" 

Laura  kissed  the  hand  that  affection- 
ately pressed  her's,  and  struggled  for 
utterance  ;  but  the  entrance  of  Lady 
Emily's  nurse  prevented  for  the  moment 
what  she  sought  to  express. 

This  woman  had  discovered  the  arrival 
of  Mrs.  Aubrey-;  and  fearing  tliat  an  in- 
timation of  negligence  might  reach  the 
Marquis  through  Lord  John,  if  it  should 
be  observed  that  the  children  were  en- 
tirely confided  to  the  care  of  Hannah,  she 
thought  proper  to  make  an  excuse  for  her 
absence,  by  asserting  that  Mrs.  Mason, 
the  governess,  had  been  taken  so  ill,  that 
she  liad  just  that  very  instant  stepped  to 
her  room  to  see  her. 

Lord  Traherne  regarded  her  resent- 
fully, and  as  though  he  wished  to  refute 
this  tale;  but  he  contented  himself  how- 
ever, with  observing  that  Emily  and  he 
had  not  had  any  breakfast,  and  that  he 
was  hungry. 

Mrs.  Aubrey,  in  some  surprise,  regarded 
6  a  time- 
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a  time- piece  over  the  fire-place  ;  and 
Mrs.  Nurse,  whose  conscious  eye  fol- 
lowed her's,  declared  that  it  was  half  an 
hour  too  fast. 

*'  Your  breakfast  and  Lady  Emily's, 
my  Lord,"  added  she,  'Ms  quite  ready  : 
but  you  are  to  have  it  in  the  next  room, 
that  you  may  not  disturb  Mrs.  Mason  as 

yet." 

"  Will  you  not  come  with  me,  Miss 
Delaunie?"  said  the  boy,  in  a  voice  of 
entreaty. 

*'  You  know^,  Lord  Traherne,"  inter- 
rupted the  nurse,  with  a  very  lowering 
brow,  "  that  you  must  learn  your  les- 
son I  ]\L's.  Mason  will  be  very  angry  if 
3^ou  cannot  say  it  by  tv/elve!" 

'*  I  will  not  remain  with  you  now, 
tlien,"  said  Laura:  "  but  I  will  return  at 
your  dinner,   and  sit  with  you.'* 

She  then  embraced  both  the  children, 
and  accomipanicd  Airs.  Aubrey  to  the^ 
breakflist-room,  where  the  prohibition 
of  the  ]\Iarquis  recurred  to  her;  and 
whilst  she  secretly  deliberated  if  it  should 
in  the  present  instance  restrain  her,  when 
K  6  an 
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an  occurrence  so  unexpected  had  wholly 
dispersed  that  society,  in  favour  of  which 
her  visits  had  been  forbidden,  Mrs.  Au- 
brey, who  attributed  the  anxious  per- 
plexity her  countenance  exhibited,  to  tlie 
recent  discovery  of  the  infamy  of  Lady 
Bellingliam,  again  sought  to  console  her 
with  the  gentlest  sohcitude,  by  express- 
ions of  kindness  and  interest. 

Laura  thanked  her  with  fervent  grati- 
tude, and  at  length  found  courage  to 
mention  the  immediate  subject  of  her  in- 
quietude and  doubt,  in  the  most  delicate 
and  least  offensive  terms  she  could  select. 

'^  I  must  express  my  sorrow,"  replied 
Mrs.  Aubrey,  with  an  unaltered  counte- 
nance, '^  that  your  very  obliging  atten- 
tions to  myself  and  my  family  were  not 
entirely  approved  by  the  Marquis :  and 
though  1  believe  his  injunction  was  a.- 
mere  compliance  with  the  opinion  of  ano- 
ther, yet,  my  dear  young  friend,  I  will 
not  persuade  you  to  disobey  it,  even 
under  the  present  circun:istance;  but  I 
hope  that  our  mutual  friend,  Lord  John, 
will  have  suiiicient  art  to  break  the  un- 
pleasant 
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pleasant  spell  that  prevents  you  for  th^ 
moment  from  entering  the  Rectory  :-~iii 
the  interim,  as  this  prohibition,  which 
we  will  contrive  to  have  taken  off  in 
three  or  four  days,  does  not  extend  for- 
tunately to  an  interview,  par  hazard^  in 
the  park  or  the  vilhige,  I  trust  I  shall 
encounter  you  in  your  promenades,  to 
which  this  fine  frosty  weather  invites 
you." 

**  How  very  good  you  are!"  ex- 
claimed Laura:  *'  1  feared  to  revolt  you 
by  this  ungracious  return  to  the  kindness 
you  have  evinced  for  me. '' 

*'  No,  my  dear  Ivliss  Dclaunie, "  re- 
plied she,  *'  I  could  not  be  so  unjust  aa 
to  attach  to  you  any  censure  for  the  mis- 
apprehension of  Lord  Bellingham;  and  as 
I  think  he  did  not  act  entirely  from  bis 
own  judgment,  I  therefore  hope  that  he 
"will  tiie  sooner  revoke  his  interdiction. 
Do  you  walk  this  morning? — if  you  do, 
I  will  return  to  my  little  people,  and  give 
them  a  hint  of  the  ])lcasure  they  may 
probably  enjoy,  if  they  pass  this  way. 
They  are  in  a  terrible  bustle  that  you  iiave 

not 
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not  appeared  as  usual,  at  the  extremity  of 
the  beech-walk,  obligingly  hastening 
your  pace  to  join  them.  Frederic  feared 
that  you  had  fallen  down  upon  the  slide 
which  his  brother  and  himself  have  made 
near  the  park-gate;  and  he  has  been  much 
distressed  at  the  idea,  because  poor  Martha 
received  a  slight  injury  at  the  same 
place," 

'^  Sweet  boy  T'  exclaimed  Laura,  ^'  I 
will  immediately  prepare  to  relieve  his  ap- 
prehensions," 

'^  Take  your  breakfast  hrst,"  said  Mrs. 
Aubrey,  rising:  ^'  my  visit  has  delayed 
it  much  too  long;  and  rally  your  spirits, 
my  young  friend.  I  grieve  at  the  depra- 
vity that  affixes  disgrace  to  the  poor  babes 
above  s.t airs ;  but  the  flight  of  Lady  Bel- 
lingham  will  not,  I  hope,  prove  very  un- 
fortunate for  you." 

She  then  withdrew;  and  Laura,  much 
cheered  by  her  friendly  attention,  and 
the  increased  kindness  of  lier  manner, 
shook  oiT  a  part  of  licr  anxiety  and  de- 
pression. Her  solitary  meal  was  soon 
concluded;  and  shclhcn  bcg:iu  her  walk; 

but 
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but  it  was  nearly  half  ^n  hour  ere  she  was 
joined  in  the  beech-walk  by  any  p:irt  of 
the  family  from  the  Ptectory  :  the  chil- 
dren then  ran  liastily  towards  her,  Avith 
countenances  set  in  high  glee. 

^'  IMamma  will  be  here  in  a  minute," 
said  Frederic:  ''  she  could  not  leave  ]\Ir. 
St.  Orme  all  alone,  before  papa  returned 
home,  or  else  she  would  have  come  be- 
fore! IMr.  St.  Orme  is  just  arrived,  and 
we  are  all  so  glad  to  see  him !  but  we 
wanted  to  see  you  too;  so  we  all  ran  to 
tell  you  that  mamma  will  be  here  almost 
directly.*' 

^'  But  will  you  not  come  home  with 
us?"  asked  Edward,   the  second  boy. 

''  Turn  and  see  ]\iitty  Orme,"  cried 
their  sister;    "  pretty  Mitty  Orme!" 

^^  Sophy  is  his  little  wife,"  said  Frede- 
ric, laughing;  "  do  come,  j\liss  Dc- 
launie,  and  see  her  little  husband;  she 
calls  liim  her  itty  husband,  and  he  is 
taller  than  papa!" 

'^  Oh  but  he  is  very  good-natured  for 
all  that!"  interrupted  Ed»ward,  eagerly. 

''^  I  will 
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'^  I  will  take  another  opportunity  of 
seeing  your  friend,  Mr.  St.  Orme,"  re- 
turned Laura;  **  but  though  I  wish  at 
present  to  continue  my  walk,  I  wiii  not 
deprive  you  of  the  pleasure  you  take  in 
his  society:  if  you  wish  to  go  home,  I 
will  await  your  mamma  liere;  or,  if  she 
is' otherwise  engaged,*'  added  she  hastily, 
*^  pray  entreat  her  in  vny  name  not  to 
come  out  again  to-day.' 

^'  Oh  we  shall  see  Jslr.  St.  Orme  all 
day  long,"  said  Frederic,  '^  for  I  hope 
]re  will  stay  a  week;  he  always  did  stay  a 
week  \\hen  he  came  before." 

It  was  settled  at  length  that  Laura 
should  retain  the  elder  boy,  wliilst  Ed- 
ward and  his  sister  returned  home ;  but 
they  were  all  very  much  disconcerted  that 
their  new  friend  and  |)layfellow  declined 
accompanying  them  to  th.e  Rectory. 

Frederic  and  liis  fair  companion  walked 
a  considerable  time,  in  expectation  of 
being  joined  by  Mrs.  Aubrey;  and  Laura 
]'Ycu\  just  desired  him  to  leave  her,  and  en- 
treat of  his  mother  not  to  (juit  her  guest, 
wlieu-  blic  appeared. 

*^  Frederic 
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''  Frederic  has    made    my   apology,   I 
hope,'*  said    Mrs.  Aubrey,    ''  for  liaving 
thus   retarded    our  promised  meeting :    I 
Mould  have  immediately  attended  my  ap- 
pointment   after    having    welcon^ed     my 
young  cousin   to  the  Rector}^   but  tliat 
he  was  anxious  to   pour  into  my  ear  a 
liistory  of  his  grievances,    in  which    ia- 
deed  I  felt  sufficiently  interested  to  listen 
with  patience  and  attention.     lie  is  now, 
however,   with  my  good  man,   whose  me- 
diation he  M'ishes  to  obtain  between  his 
sister  and  his  father,  Sir  Vv  iliiam  St.  Orme, 
who  is  not  satisfied  with  having  given  his 
children  a  very  insolent  dairy-maid  for  a 
mother-in-law,   but  has  driven  an  amiable 
daughter  from  his  house;  and  (>ccil,   her 
brother,     half    distracted    at    this    cruel 
event,  has  remonstrated  rather  too  warmly, 
and  is  now  in  equal  disgrace.     I  am  very 
much  concerned  at  his  distress,  and   the 
occasion  of  it;  for  he  is  really  a  worthy 
young  man,    and  I    believe   feels    much 
more  for  his  sister  tluin  for  himself:   Mv. 
Aubrey  will   send   hini  back  immediately, 
to  conduct  her  hither;   for  the  poor  gir-l 

has 
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has  been  treated  with  a  severity  she  has 
not  been  accustomed  to,  by  a  female  re- 
lation, to  v.'hom  she  applied  for  shelter; 
and  she  is  no>y  in  lodgings  in  town,  un- 
protected bat  by  Cecil,  who  is  only  a 
icw  years  older  than  herself.  Excuse 
me,  however,  my  dear  young  friend, 
that  I  tluis  torment  you  with  a  history  in 
which  you  can  take  but  little  interest." 

^'  Pardon  ine,"  interrupted  Laura, 
earnestly;  "any  subject  upon  which  you 
experience  so  nmch  concern,  must  greatly 
interest  rne!  1  will  now  thank  you  for 
bestowing  any  part  of  your  attention  on 
me,  when  it  was  so  forcibly  claimed 
elsewhere,  and  then  leave  you,  dear 
Madam,  at  liberty  to  assii^t  Mr.  Aubrey 
in  the  kind  otnccs  of  counsellor  and  con- 
soler." 

"  I  hope  soon,"  returned  Mrs.  Au- 
brey, "  to  have  the  satisfaction  of  again 
seeing  you  at  my  own  house  :  en  aUend" 
arU,  I  will  venture  to  make  a  secontl 
apj)ointment  with  you  for  to  morrow 
morning,  which  no  other  circumstance 
1  trust    Mill  compel    me    to  break; — till 

then 
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then  adicu;  my  amiable  Jvliss  Delaunie  1 
I  Mill  not  apologize  for  quitting  you 
now,  because  I  wish  to  expedite  by  Cecil, 
M  ho  will  retrace  some  part  of  his  journey 
to-day,  our  notice  to  Lord  John,  of  the 
cruel  edict  that  detains  you  from  us/' 

Laura  thanked  her,  desired  her  respect- 
ful remembrances  to  I^Ir.  Aubrey,  and 
they  parted. 

On  her  return  to  Ad  wan,  which  now 
slje  '  thought  appeared  gloomy  and  de- 
serted, her  reflections  were  diverted  from 
her  own  immediate  situation,  by  contem- 
plating that  of  Miss  St.  Orme,  driven 
from  tlie  protecting  roof  of  a  parent,  and 
causing,  however  innocently,  the  dis- 
grace of  an  affectionate  brother.  His 
instant  application  to  the  Aubreys  demon- 
strated his  sense  of  their  benevolence ; 
and  the  intentions  of  tliese  good  people, 
of  receiving  and  sheltering  his  sister, 
proved  that  it  was  a  just  one. 

"  How  considerate,  how  amiable  are 
this  worth}'  couple  !"  thought  Laura  : 
**  instead  of  rcsculiiig  the  ungrateful 
opinion  of  tlie    -Marquis,    and  ceasing  to 

bestow 
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bestow  upon  me  a  kindness  so  ill  requited, 
they  seek  only  to  remove  the  interdiction, 
Vv'hich  to  others  would  appear  so  just  a 
motive  for  withdrawing  the  favour  and 
friendsliip  they  had  extended  to  me.'* 

To  tlie  extreme  mortification  of  Laura, 
the  next  day  was  too  inclement  to  allow 
?ier  any  hope  of  seeing  Mrs.  Aubrey;  but 
hsv  good  man,  as  slie  justly  called  him, 
walked  through  a  very  thick  snow,  to 
•inform  her  that  he  had  dispatched  a 
letter  to  his  old  friend,  advising  Inm  of 
the  situation  in  which  she  v/as  thus  sud- 
denly left,  without  a  companion,  or  even 
a  casual  associate,  since  she  was  forbid- 
den to  continue  the  intercourse  so  pleas- 
ing to  r^irs.  Aubrey,  which  Lord  Joha 
had  been  so  earnest  to  promote. 

^'  However  I  may  lament  the  late 
event,''  lie  continued,  ^' from  the  respect 
I  entertain  for  my  patron,  yet  I  cannot 
confide  with  you  upon  it,  my  dear  Miss 
Delaunie,  because  I  have  sincerely  rc- 
grcltcd,  since  1  have  become  acquainted 
%vith  your  tcnnxT  and  disposition,  that 
Lady   Beliingliam   should    have  had    the 

^•uidanca 
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guidance    of    your    conduct,     and    the 
power  of  introducing  you  to  her  intimates, 
and  the  people  slic  calls  her  friends :  and 
though  I  participate   in    the  anxiety  Mrs. 
Auhrey  experiences  for  your  future  desti- 
nation,  yet  it  must  be,   in    my  opinion, 
certainly  more  eligible  than  when  Lady 
IMelville  and  her  daughter  possessed  any 
influence  over  it.     I   believe,"  he  added, 
*'  you   have  heard  of  the  flying  visit  of 
our  young  relation  :   it  is   by  hi  in  I   have 
dispatched     our    representation    to    Lord 
John,    who  is,    I   know,   in  town,   where 
I   suppose  the  Marquis  likewise  to  be.    I 
hope  therefore  to   receive  an   answer  iu  a 
day    or    two:     in    tlie    interim,     I    must 
preach  patience  to  Mrs.  Aubrey,    who  is 
vexed  at  the  interruption  of  a  gratifica- 
tion which  so  much  flattered  her.'' 

Laura  experienced  the  warmest  grati- 
tude for  the  reiterated  attentions  she  tlnis 
daily  received  from  people  to  whom  she 
liad  so  lately  been  known ;  whilst  her 
father  appeared  to  display  so  little  affec- 
tion for  her.  She  foro-ot  not  in  this  inter- 
view  with  ^h\  Aubrey  the  little  discussion 

she 
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she  had  heard  respecting  the  female  free- 
scliool  estabhshed   b)''  Lady  Bellingham  ; 
and  as  she  concluded  her  thght  coukl  not 
have   amended  the  state  of   affairs,     she 
summoned    courage  to   entreat  tliat    Mr. 
Aubrey  would  employ   tlie  note  slie  h.ad 
received  from  her  father,   and   which  sh.e 
presented  to  him,   in  any  way  he  thought 
proper,   until  the  business  could  be  repre- 
sented  to  tlie   ]\Iar(|uis  :   but  he  instantly 
declined  receiving  it ;  anrl   having  hinted 
his    approbation    of  a    thoughtfulness   so 
nuicli  the  reverse  of  the  general  conduct 
she  had  lately  witnessed,   he  left  her. 


CHAP.  V, 
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OR  three  succeeding  days,  alternate 
rain  and  snow  prevented  any  personal 
communication  between  Mrs.  Aubrey  and 
herself:     but    this   amiable   wonum,    that 

Laura 
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Laura  niiglit  not  feel  herself  totally  insu- 
lated, wrote  her  a  friendly  billet  every 
morning,  and  conunissioned  her  husband 
to  deliver  it. 

In  this  interval  no  letter  arrived  from 
the  Marcpiis  or  Lord  John  ;  and  when  she 
recollected  the  tempest  of  rage  in  Mhich 
her  father  had  departed,  and  those  direc- 
tions to  his  valet  concerning  his  pistols, 
which  she  had  unhappily  overheard,  slie 
trembled  with  liorror  at  the  surmises  that 
assailed  her. 

Her  only  sources  of  amusement  in  her 
solitude  were  the  library,  her  music,  and 
her  intercourse  with  tlie  children,  M'ho 
were  allowed  to  seek  her  occasionally ; 
but  the  attendants  of  the  nursery  did  not 
by  any  means  chuse  that  she  should,  by 
visiting  it  daily,  have  an  opportunity  ot 
observing  their  sliameful  neglect ;  and 
their  insolence  soon  compelled  her  to 
al)ridge  her  intrusions,  as  i\lrs.  Mason 
coujplained  that  Lord  Traherne  would  not 
learn  his  lessons  either  when  sh.e  vvas  ex- 
pected, or  when  sl.e  had  left  ifnn ;  and 
Lady    Emily's    nurse    declared    that    the 

child 
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child  would  neither  eat  nor  sleep,  because 
]\iiss  Dclaunie  would  put  her  in  mind  of 
her  mamma,  by  crying  and  taking  on, 
and  making  such  a  to-do! 

Laura  might,  however,  have  disre- 
garded these  intimations,  had  she  not  ob- 
served that  her  perseverance  was  avenged 
upon  the  little  innocents  she  so  nuicii 
loved;  and  she  thereibre  endeavoured  to 
content  herself  with  the  visits  they  were 
graciously  suffered  to  make  to  her  after 
licr  dinner,  which  she  took  at  an  early 
huur,   the  lon<2"er  to  eniov  their  societv. 

On  tlie  fourth  morn  ins;  the  accustomed 
note  f]"om  Mrs.  Aubrey  was  sent  by  a 
servant,  and  contained  the  intelligence 
tiiat  she  was  hastening  to  London,  to 
attend  I^liss  St.  Orme,  wlio  was  so  nnicli 
indisposed  as  to  be  unable  immediately  to 
comply  with  her  invitation:  but  Mrs. 
Aubrey  added,  that  her  absence  would 
be  as  short  as  possible,  from  many  con.-^i- 
deiations. 

This  unexpected  journey  of  her  friend 
sunk  the  spirits  of  Laura,  and  her  morti- 
licatlou   at   the    circumstance    increased, 

M  hen, 
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Avlicn  on  the  following  day  she  ob- 
served the  atmosphere  clear  and  frosty, 
and  was  invited  to  renew  her  walks  by 
a  cheering  sun. 

She  met  the  children  of  the  Rectory 
%nd  their  father  in  the  park,  and  the 
whole  party  expressed  much  pleasure  at 
the  raicontre.  After  numberless  greet- 
ings from  little  Sophy  and  her  brothers, 
Laura  enquired  when  she  might  hope  for 
the  return  of  Mrs.  Aubrey;  and  liad  the 
satisfaction  of  hearing,  that  as  the  ma- 
lady of  the  young  lady  was  not  repre- 
sented to  be  very  serious,  she  had  flattered 
herself  that  the  cares  and  attentions  of  a 
friend  would  in  a  few  days  restore  her 
sufficiently  to  enable  her  to  take  the 
journey. 

*^  In   my  representations  to    Sir  Wil- 
liam,"   added    Mr.   Aubrey,     ''  I    have, 
•  however,   made  use  of  this  illness,  which, 
though  distressing  in  itself,    will  I  hope 
have  a  good  effect." 

Laura  now  enquired  if  he  had  learned 
how  the  indiscretion  of  Lady  Bellinghani 

VOL.  II.  F  had 
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had  terminated,   and  if  there  were  a  pro* 
bability  of  the  affair  being  made  up. 

Mr.  Aubrey  shook  his  head. 

*^  I  have  not  received  anv  intelho;cnce," 
returned  he,  *'  relative  to  this  unhappy 
business  since  the  flight  of  the  Mar^ 
chioness;  and  I  cannot  therefore  afhrm 
what  the  intrigues  of  Lady  Melville  and 
the  interference  of  the  families  rnay  have 
effected.  But  it  does  not  appear  to  me 
that  the  affair  can  be  accommodated  :  the 
step  was  a  decisive  one,  my  dear  INIiss 
Delaunie,  and  I  should  think  it  impos- 
sible to  attempt  to  conceal  the  dishonour 
which  so  many  can  testify." 

Mr.  Aubrey  then  changed  the  subject ; 
but  ere  Laura  returned  to  her  solitary 
home,  she  informed  him  of  the  dismission 
of  Dolly  by  the  Marchioness  and  her  mo- 
ther, and  enquired  if  in  his  opinion  it 
would  be  wrong  to  detain  her. 

The  favourable  answer  of  her  adviser 
she  immediately  communicated  to  ]\Irs. 
Maunder,  vvlio  received  the  good  news 
with  great  glee,  as  she  thought  it  would 

have 
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have  been  very  hard  if  the  imperthience 
of  Mrs.  Boclen  had  operated  so  long  after 
she  and  her  lady  had  taken  themselves  off. 

A  week  Laura  awaited  impatiently  the 
return  of  Mrs.  Aubrey ;  and  each  day  she 
had  walked  towards  the  Rectory,  in  the 
hope  of  hearing  that  she  had  cheered  her 
family  by  rejoining  them.  In  this  inter- 
val, however,  a  letter  arrived  from  Mrs. 
Hamilton,  who  thanked  her  for  the  in- 
formation of  her  situation  at  Ad  wan  ; 
and  slightly  adverting  to  the  event  that 
had  so  immediately  followed,  concluded 
by  assuring  Laura  of  her  continued  affec- 
tion and  esteem. 

In  her  neglected  situation,  this  assur- 
ance was  doubly  welcome;  and  it  enabled 
her  to  await,  with  less  inquietude,  the 
intelligence  which  she  believed  must  soon 
reach  her,  of  the  manner  in  which  she 
was  to  be  disposed  of  in  future. 

She  had  now  become  acquainted  with 
several  of  the  humble  inhabitants  of  the 
village,  and  had  endeavoured  to  alleviate 
by  her  liberalities  the  loss  and  disappoint- 
ment they  generally  experienced  from  the 
F  2  sudden 
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sudden  departure  of  I  he  IMarquis  and  his 
inmates  ;  as  their  residence,  and  that  of 
a  numerous  and  idle  retinue,  had  pro- 
cured employment  for  many  of  them, 
and  the  fragments  of  the  servants'  tables 
had  been  to  all  a  welcome  relief. 

In  one  of  her  walks  to  the  village,  at- 
tended by  Frederic  and  his  brother,  her 
heart  beat  quick  at  the  sight  of  a  post- 
chaise  which  was  approaching  from  M'hat 
she  knew  to  be  the  London  road;  and  on 
the  exclamations  of  her  young  compa- 
nions, who  affirmed  that  it  must  be  their 
mamma,   she  walked  forward  to  meet  it. 

It  was  indeed  jNIrs.  Aubrey,  who  let 
down  the  glass  the  moment  she  discovered 
the  party,  and  the  chaise  stopped  by  her 
order.  She  embraced  her  children  alter- 
nately; and  presenting  a  billet  to  Laura, 
whom  she  affectionately  recognised — 

*^  I  received  this  from  Lord  John  Tra- 
herne,"  said  she:  '*  1  believe  it  is  from 
Lord  Bellingham.  When  you  have  read 
it,  my  dear  Miss  Delaunie,  you  will  per- 
haps suffer  my  boys  to  escort  you  to  the 
Rectory,   wluther  i  must  hasten  with  my 

invalid, 
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invalid,     whom    I    shall    then    have    the 
picasnre  of  presenting  to  you." 

Laura  comprehended  from  this  hint 
what  Mrs.  Auhrey  meant  to  infer,  and 
returned  her  acknowledgments  in  an  ani- 
mated tone.  As  she  descended  from  the 
step  of  the  carriage,  which  had  been  let 
down  for  the  children,  she  regarded,  for 
the  first  time,  the  companion  of  her  friend, 
and  perceived  that  she  was  a  very  pretty 
young  ^'^oman,  apparently  about  eighteen, 
who  looked  ill  and  fatigued.  Laura  gave 
a  momentary  commiseration  to  the  dis- 
tress that  had  occasioned  her  indisposi- 
tion, and  then  hastily  opened  her  letter, 
whilst  the  chaise  drove  on. 


'*  My  dear  Laura,"  v/iole  the 
Marquis,  *  *  as  Lord  John  makes  a  point 
of  your  seeing  the  Aubreys,  and  as  you 
are  now  rather  a  Vahandon  at  Adwan,  I 
have  no  objection  that  you  should  avail 
yourself  of  their  inclination  to  have  you 
with  them  now-and-then.  I  desire, 
F  3  however^ 
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hov/ever,  tliat  you  will  not  suppose  your 
residence  at  Ad  wan  is  to  be  permanentj 
and  form  any  violent  attachment  to  these 
people,  as  I  intend,  notwithstanding 
what  has  taken  place,  to  have  you  pro- 
perly introduced  and  brought  out.  When 
I  have  arranged  things  a  little,  you 
shall  be  recalled  from  your  solitude, 
where  you  may  remain  a  few  weeks,  Lady 
Harriet  thinks,  without  much  injury  to 
your  future  hopes  of  establishment,  con- 
cerning which  I  am  very  anxious. 

*'  I  desire  you  will  not  fail  to  attend 
to  the  harp,  and  exercise  your  voice,  that 
it  may  gain  strength,  which  it  appears  to 
want.  I  am  pleased  with  your  progress; 
but  I  would  still  have  you  continue  to 
cultivate  your  musical  talents  assiduously. 

*'  Your's  truly, 

'*  Bellingham.'* 


**  Here's    Mr.    St.   Orme! —here's  our 
cousin  Cecil  r'  exclaimed  Edward,   as  she 
concluded  this   tender  epistle;   and  Fre- 
deric, 
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deric,  pointing  to  a  young  man  on  horse- 
back, who  was  following  the  traces  of 
the  chaise,  repeated  the  exclamation. 

*'  Mamma  is  come  home — mamma  is 
just  gone  by  !"  said  Edward,  in  a  joyful 
tone,  and  running  up  to  Mr.  St.  Orme, 
-Nvho  checked  his  horse  to  shake  hands 
with  the  boys. 

'' You  will  stay  with  us  now?'  asked 
Frederic:  '*  you  will  not  go  away  again 
directly  ?" 

**  Not  immediately,"  replied  he:  '*  but 
you  are  detaining  this  lady,  who  I  believe 
was  walking  with  you." 

*^  Yes,   Miss    Delaunle  is  going  home 
with  us,"  cried  both  the  children  at  the 
samemoment:  '* but, "added  Edward,  *'if 
you  will  just  give  me  a  little  tiny  ride, 
I'll  come  back  to  her  in  a  minute  i" 

'^  Indeed,"  said  Laura,  smiling,  **  I 
do  not  require  such  an  effort  of  your  po- 
liteness." 

''  You  may  go,  if  you  please,"  said  his 
brother,  Avith  an  air  of  superiority,  ''but 
I  shall  stay  with  Miss  Delaunie!" 

F  4  ''You 
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''  You  are  a  very  fine  fellow,"  returned 
Mr.  St.  Orme,  *'  and  a  inan  of  judg- 
ment ;  we  will,  however,  indulge  Ed- 
ward, because  he  is  only  a  little  boy,  you 
know." 

He  then  raised  him  to  the  saddle,  and 
bowing  to  Laura,   rode  on. 

''  Now  don't  you  like  Mr.  St.  Orme?" 
asked  Frederic:  ''  is  he  not  very  good- 
natured  ?" 

''  He  appears  to  be  so,  indeed,"  re- 
plied his  companion. 

**  But  do  you  like  him?"  resumed  her 
interrogator. 

*'  Oh  certainly!"  she  replied. 

**  T  thought  you  would  like  him,"  said 

Frederic;    **  for  every  body  likes  him 

Martha  likes  him  too — she  says  he  is  a  very 
handsome  young  gentleman.  Do  you 
think  he  is  a  very  handsome  young  gen- 
tleman ?" 

'^  I  suppose  I  must  think  so,"  re- 
turned she,  smiling. 

*^  What,  very  handsome  indeed?" 

*«   What  does  Martha  think?"    asked 

Laura, 


THE    MISTRESS.  105 

Laura,   rather  embarrassed  by   this  very 
close  enquiry. 

*'  Oh  she  thinks  so,   for  she  said  sol" 

''  Indeed!" 

''  Yes,  indeed  she  did!"  cried  Frederic, 
earnestly;  *' and  so  does  Susan,  and  so 
does  John!" 

''  And  what  does  your  mamma  say?". 

'*  Oh,  mamma  says  he  is  very  good ; 
and  when  I  grow  up,  and  Edward  too,, 
she  hopes  we  shall  be  good ;  then  every 
body  will  like  us,  as  they  do  our  cousin.'* 

''  Do  you  love  Miss  St.  Orme?"  de- 
manded Laura. 

*'  I  never  saw  her,"  replied  the  boy: 
*'  she  lived  a  great  way  off,  with  her 
papa  and  Mrs.  Freeman;  but  Mrs.  Free- 
man is  dead,  and  she  is  coming  to  live 
Avithus  a  little  while." 

They  had  now  reached  the  outward 
gate  of  the  Rectory,  and  the  conversation 
of  course  dropped.  Mr,  Aubrey  opened 
the  door  to  Laura,  and  taking  her  hand, 
welcomed  her  with  great  kindness  to  his 
dwelling:  he  informed  her  that  liis  wife 
was  at  that  moment  with  their  invahd 
F  6  guest 
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guest,  who  had  been  compelled  to  retire 
to  her  apartment;  but  that  Mrs.  Aubrey 
would  very  shortly  descend  and  greet 
her,  and  had  enjoined  him  meantime  to 
exert  his  utmost  gallantry  to  amuse  her. 

*^  And  notwithstanding  my  rusticity," 
added  the  good  man,    *'  and  that  I  am  a 
few    years    older    than    this    gentleman, 
whom   I  announce   to  you  as  my  friend 
St.    Orme,    yet    I    have  no  intention   of 
transferring  the   office  to   him,    however 
willing  he  may  be  to  receive  it  from  me." 
St.    Orme    bowed ;    but    he   remained 
silent,   and  in  a  few  moments  appeared  to 
be  in  a  deep   reverie,   which  JSiv.  Aubrey 
designedly,    however,     interrupted    more 
than  once;   whilst  Laura,   who   perfectly 
recollected  the  little  history  she  had  heard 
of  his  situation,   experienced  a  powerful 
sentiment  of  compassion  for  him,   and  of 
contcm[>t  for    his  father,   who  could  in- 
jure or   neglect   a  son,   distinguished  by 
the    partiality    and    friendship     of    such 
beings  as  tlie  iVubreys. 

The  amiable    mistress   of  the   mansion 
at   length   appeared,     who    repeated    the 

welcome 
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welcome  Laura  had  already  received  from 
her  husband,  in  still  more  flattering 
terms ;  and  then  turning  to  Mr.  St. 
Orme — 

*'  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  informing 
you,"  said  she,  *'  that  our  dear  Carohne 
is  much  recovered :  she  requires  rest  after 
the  fatigue  of  the  journey ;  but  I  am 
sure  she  will  now  do  very  well." 

The  countenance  of  the  brother  was 
much  enlivened  by  this  pleasing  intelli- 
gence, and  the  cheerful  accent  in  which 
it  was  delivered* 

**  I  need  not  tell  you,"  resumed  Mrs* 
Aubrey,  *'  that  this  is  my  young  friend^ 
Miss  Delaunie,  since  you  said,  1  beheve^ 
that  my  boys  had  introduced  you." 

*'  Not  absolutely,"  returned  he,  smil* 
irig;    **  my  name  was   rather  announced' 
to  the  neighbouring  echoes,   than  to  their 
fair  companion:   but  their  admired  Miss 
Delaunie  I  certainly  could  not  mistake." 

Laura   was   not  suffered   to  leave  her 

friends     until    the     evening;     when    she 

was  conducted    home    by    ]Mr.    Aubrey, 

¥  6  attended 
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attended  by  his  servant,   to    whose   care 
singly  he  would  not  entrust  her. 

She  had  not  yet  seen  IVIiss  St.  Orme, 
who  had  not  quitted  lier  apartment  the 
whole  day,  where  her  brother,  with  af- 
fectionate solicitude,  had  repcatedl}^  vi- 
sited her :  but  on  the  next  morning, 
when  Laura  breakfasted  by  appointment 
at  the  Ptectory,  Mrs.  Aubrey  presented 
to  her  her  young  inmate,  who  was  evi- 
dently much  recovered,  and  received  the 
salutation  of  Laura  with  great  compla- 
cency and  sweetness.  In  the  course  of 
the  day  she  declared  more  than  once 
that  she  had  not  been  so  happy  for  a 
long,  long  time;  and  the  good  Aubreys, 
tt)  whom  both  brother  and  sister  evinced 
the  most  animated  gratitude,  had  suc- 
ceeded likewise  in  enlivening  the  spirits 
of  their  friend  Cecil. 

The  children,  of  whom  he  appeared 
very  fond,  quite  idolized  liim;  but  tliey 
had  been  hitherto  principally  consigned 
to  iMaitha  since  the  arrival  of  Miss  St. 
Oimc,  as  their  uiothcr  feared  they  might 

overpower 
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overpower  her  weakened  nerves.  After 
their  usual  walk,  however,  they  were 
now,-  on  a  promise  of  being  wonderfully 
quiet,  admitted  to  the  general  sitting- 
room;  and  the  better  to  shew  their  at- 
tention to  the  injunctions  they  had  re- 
ceived, they  would  speak  only  in  whispers* 

Frederic,  after  having  held  a  conver- 
sation of  some  length  with  his  favourite 
St.  Orme,  who  had  taken  the  little  girl  on 
his  knee,  turned  to  Laura,  and  in  the 
same  repressed  voice  he  had  hitherto 
used,  he  informed  her  with  great  com- 
posure that  he  had  been  telling  his  cousin 
Cecil  that  she  liked  him  very  much,  and 
she  thought  him  very  handsome  indeed  I 

She  felt  confounded  at  this  happy  in- 
telligence, and  her  cheeks  crimsoned  to 
a  painful  excess,  whilst  Frederic  still  in  a 
whisper  proceeded — 

''  He  says  you  are  very  beautiful; 
and  he  dares  say  he  shall  like  you  by- 
and-by :  but  he  says  he  never  likes  people 
till  he  knows  they  are  very  good;  and  I 
told  him  you  are  very  good,  so  he  will 
3  like 
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like  you  by-and-by  ! 1  like  you  and 

him  too!'* 

Laura  imagined  the  reply  of  St.  Orme 
to  the  inquisitive  Frederic  was  a  tacit  re- 
proach to  herself  for  her  own  supposed 
avowal;  but  she  felt  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  explain  to  him,  even  by  a 
third  person,  the  manner  in  which  this 
fancied  approbation  had  been  extorted, 
and  though  she  was  mortified  at  the  cir- 
cumstance, she  thought  it  would  be 
better  not  to  appear  to  make  it  of  suffi- 
cient consequence  to  receive  such  a  revi*- 
sal  as  it  must  undergo,  if  she  mentioned 
it  to  Mrs.  Aubrey. 

At  about  eight  in  the  evening  Miss 
St.  Orme  retired,  and  Laura  at  the  same 
time  bade  Mrs.  Aubrey  adieu. 

*' We  see  you  to-morrow?"  said  the 
amiable  woman,  detaining  her  liand  as 
she  was  leaving  the  house. 

*^  I  will  come  immediately  after  break- 
fast," returned  Laura,  "  and  pass  a  long 
morning   with   you,     if   you    will   allow 


me," 


And 
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^*  And  why  not  give  me  the  pleasure  of 
your  company  the  whole  of  the  day?'* 
returned  Mrs.  Aubrey. 

Laura  hesitated. 

*'  Those  poor  little  creatures  at  Ad- 
wan,"  said  she,  in  a  low  voice,  *^  w^ould 
justly  think  I  had  quite  deserted  them. 
I  am  only  permitted  to  see  them  after 
my  dinner;  and  for  two  days  past  they 
have  been  disappointed  of  the  visit  they 
have  such  pleasure  in  making  me." 

Mrs.  Aubrey  pressed  her  hand. 

*^  You  have  an  affectionate  and  consi- 
derate heart,"  said  she;  **  but  I  hope  we 
shall  be  able  to  arrange  this  better:  for 
the  present,  my  dear  young  friend,  I  will 
not  detain  you;  we  will  think  of  some 
method  to-morrow  to  enable  you  to  pass 
two  or  three  hours  with  those  poor  little 
babes,  and  yet  allow  us  your  society 
until  this  hour  at  least.  I  hope  you  will 
kindly  assist  me  to  render  this  place  less 
dreary  than  my  poor  Caroline  might 
otherwise  find  it." 

To    this  Laura  readily    assented;    and 

escorted   as   on    the  preceding    evening, 

3  she 
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she  then  walked  home.  When  Mr.  Au- 
brey was  turning  back,  after  having 
wished  her  a  good  night,  the  servant  who 
opened  tlie  door  to  Laura,  informed  him 
that  Lord  John  Traheme  had  arrived 
early  in  the  afternoon. 

At  this  intelligence  Mr.  Aubrey  entered 
the  house,  and  Laura  accompanied  him 
to  their  old  and  mutual  friend,  who,  af- 
ter a  laconic  greeting,  said  that  he  had 
not  proceeded  to  the  Rectory,  because 
he  found  himself  fatigued,  and  because 
he  understood  that  it  contained  visitors* 
Then  turning  to  Laura — 

*'  How  are  you,  Miss  Delaunie?"  said 
he:  *^  so  I  understand  that  you  have 
been  interdicted  lately  from  following 
part  of  the  advice  I  gave  you  o  r  per- 
haps I  should  say  that  I  threw  away  upon 
you!" 

*^  I  hope,'*  returned  Laura,  Mho  still 
felt  rather  appalled  by  the  rigid  air  of  her 
ancient  Mentor,  *'  I  hope  that  your 
Lordship  will  not  find  it  entirely  thrown 
away.*' 

''  You 
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''  You  will  be  quite  alone  here  very 
shortly,"  resumed  he;  '*  for  1  find  that 
the  children  and  their  attendants  are  to 
be  removed  immediately.  Are  you  much 
dissatisfied  with  your  solitude?" 

^'  I  have  not  found  it  such,  my  Lord," 
replied  Laura:  ''  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Aubrey 
have  most  kindly  rendered  it  far  from  a 
solitude  tome!" 

'*  Hem !  you  now  wish  to  retire,  I 
presume!" 

Laura,  extremely  disconcerted  at  this 
abrupt  hint,  curtsied,  and  withdrew. 
She  imagined  that  Lord  John  wished  to 
confer  ?.ith  Mr.  Aubrey  upon  the  present 
situation  of  Lord  Bellingham's  family, 
and  was  chagrined  that  she  had  not  pre- 
vented him  the  trouble  of  dismissing 
her.  But  in  fact,  Lord  John  now  found 
himself  unusually  and  powerfully  inte- 
rested in  the  welfare  of  Laura;  and  as 
he  never  yielded  to  a  partiality  weakly 
founded,  he  chose  to  interrogate  Mr. 
Aubrey  very  strictly  upon  the  observa- 
tions he  had  been  enabled  to  form  of  her 
character,  before  he  allowed  any  further 

symptom 
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symptom  to  escape  him,  of  a  prepos- 
session which  he  feared  and  expected  to 
find  either  misplaced,  or  at  least  far  too 
sanguine. 

Lord  John  Avas  a  widower,  and  the  only 
offspring  of  his  marriage  had  been  one 
son,  a  young  man  of  the  most  amiable 
character,  wlio  had  given  every  promise 
of  becoming  an  ornament  to  his  name 
and  family;  and  this  son  he  had  followed 
some  years  before  to  an  early  grave,  to 
which  Mr.  Traherne  had  been  conducted 
by  a  severe  disappointment,  attended  by 
circumstances  of  peculiar  aggravation, 
conjoined  with  a  constitution  by  no 
means  robust,  and  a  heart  that  trembled 
at  the  miseries  of  others,  whilst  it  si- 
lently smothered  its  own. 

This  disappointment  was  connected 
with  the  history  of  the  ill-fated  mother 
of  Laura: — he  had  felt  the  influence  of 
her  many  virtues,  heightened  as  they 
>verc  by  superior  personal  graces;  but  he 
knew  the  determined  temper  of  his  fa- 
ther, and  he  too  well  knew  likcM'ise  the 
cruel  persecution  to  which  the  discovery 

of 
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of  bis  fatal  predilection  would  subject 
tbe  fair  and  unfortunate  object  tbat  in- 
spired it,  who  was  wholly  dependant  on 
the  bounty  of  his  aunt,  Lady  Betty 
Traherne,  a  woman  of  unconquerable 
pride  and  uncommon  austerity. 

The  mother  of  Laura  was  the  daughter 
of  a  physician,  more  skilful  than  eminent 
in  his  profession,  who  had  originally 
practised  in  London;  but  the  declining 
health  of  a  wife  he  loved  and  esteemed, 
compelled  him  to  quit  the  metropolis, 
when  his  merit  was  dawning  on  the  pub- 
lic eye;  and  he  then  settled  in  a  distant 
county,  near  a  populous  town,  and  as  it 
happened,  in  a  situation  equally  conti- 
guous to  an  estate  of  Lady  Betty,  whose 
life  Dr.  Delauiiie  twice  preserved  by  an 
unusual  exertion  of  attention  and  skill. 
His  own  days  were  shortened  by  the 
anguish  of  failing  in  every  attempt  to 
prolong  the  existence  of  her  who  was 
most  dear  to  him  ;  and  Lady  Betty 
thought  herself  bound  either  by  gratitude 
or  decorum,  to  offer  an  asylum  to  his 
orphan  daughter,  a  lovely  girl  of  six- 
teen^ 
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teen,  who  had  been  cherished  and  nur- 
tured with  all  the  fond  attentions  of 
parental  love. 

Mr.  Traherne  beheld  her  sufferings  in 
her  subsequent  situation;  and  that  he 
might  not  increase  them,  he  vigilantly 
guarded  his  secret  from  the  knowledge  of 
her  tormentor :  but  the  more  impetuous 
admiration  of  his  cousin  Bcllingham,  by 
exciting  his  jealousy,  at  length  betrajTd 
his  passion,  and  Lord  John  withdrew 
him  without  any  explanation  of  his  mo- 
tive, from  the  vicinity  of  her  who  in- 
spired it. 

Lady  Betty  did  not  learn  the  intelli- 
gence, at  which  her  pride  and  indigna- 
tion were  equally  excited,  with  the  same 
prudent  calm :  her  luckless  prothgtCy 
dowerless  and  destitute,  but  of  that 
JavGur  she  had  now  reason  to  deplore, 
was  compelled  to  endure  her  tyranny, 
her  vindictive  reproaches,  and  still  more 
hateful  charges  of  seductive  arts  and 
itiachinations,  to  which  her  ingenuous 
mind,  supported  by  the  pride  of  youth, 
and  all  its  candid  attributes,   and  glow^ing 

with 
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With  the  consciousness  of  innocence,  was 
wholly  abhorrent. 

Lord  BeUingham  witnessed  the  anguish 
of  her  heart,  smarting  with  unredressed 
and   accumulating   injuries:    in   her  pre- 
sence he  was  warned   to  beware  of    her 
allurements,  and  he  marked  the  indignant 
resentment   that   tinged  her   cheek,    and 
sparkled    through    the   falling    tear :     in 
secret    he    found    means    to    sooth    her 
w^ounded  spirit,   by  protestations  of  unli- 
mitted    esteem,    and  entire  belief  of  the 
artless    and    exculpatory  tale    she    told. 
But   Lady  Betty  soon  became  suspicious 
of  those  assiduous  and  repeated  visits  her 
young  companion  vainly  conjured  him  to 
forbear,   who  found  at  length  her  situa- 
tion too  intolerable  to  be  supported  either 
with  health  or  reason  unshaken ;  and  with 
despair  and  the  most  destitute  poverty  for 
her  associates,  she  fled. 

Lord  BeUingham  traced  her  wandering 
steps,  and  she  fell  into  a  gulph  of  misery 
till  then  unknown — the  misery  of  guilt! 

Lord  John  now  felt  that  his  son  was 
secure;  but  his  satisfaction  was  of  short 

duration : 
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duration:  for  INI r.  Trah erne  hearing  sud- 
denly the  intelhgence  of  Lord  Belli ng- 
ham's  cruel  success,  was  precipitated  by 
the  shock  into  a  fever,  which  first  seized 
his  brain,  and  finally  settled  on  his  nerves. 
He  was  however  slowly  recovering,  when 
the  marriage  of  the  Marquis,  and  his 
consequent  desertion  of  the  mother  of 
Laura,  again  agitated  his  mind.  Every 
agony  of  remorse,  shame,  and  slighted 
affection  which  she  could  experience, 
his  fancy  depicted,  and  his  heart  en- 
dured; and  her  well-remembered  image, 
now  convulsed  with  anguish,  and  press- 
in«*  her  abandoned  babe  to  a  bosom  once 
so  spotless,   eternally  assailed  him. 

Lord  John  trembled  once  more  for  his 
life — he  trembled  for  his  reason  tottering 
to  its  basis;  but  he  knew  not  that  he 
might  yet  tremble  lest  the  dehcacy,  the 
pride,  or  the  rectitude  of  INIrs.  Stanmore 
might  be  insufficient  to  guard  his  son 
from  a  marriage  which  would  now  disho- 
nour him — a  marriage  Mr.  Traherne  ear- 
nestly sohcited. 

Upon 
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Upon  her  repeated  rejection  of  hi:^ 
suit,  he  suffered  himself  to  be  conducted 
to  another  climate,  where  he  breathed  his 
last  sigh ;  and  Lord  John  found  amongst 
his  papers  several  letters  from  Mrs  Stan- 
more,  which  informed  him  of  the  wishes 
of  the  deceased  to  become  her  husband, 
by  the  generous  arguments  she  employed 
to  soften  her  refusal  of  his  reiterated  im- 
portunity. 

Agitated  by  deep  and  bitter  sorrow  for 
the  untimely  fate  of  his  only  child,  he 
now  felt  this  sorrow  heightened  by  re- 
morse for  the  worldly  policy  which  had 
shortened  his  days ;  whilst  his  eye  wan- 
dered over  the  proofs  he  had  discovered 
of  the  worth  of  her,  for  whom  his  re- 
gretted son  had  wasted  his  last  years  in 
anguish  and  in  painful  suffering. 

Lord  John  compared  the  character  and 
conduct  of  this  son,  for  ever  lost  to  him, 
with  those  of  the  Marquis  and  of  the 
greater  part  of  the  young  men  he  had  an 
opportunity  of  observing;  and  he  beheld 
them  with  disgust.  On  his  return  to 
England  he  had^heard  that  the  object  of 

Mr, 
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Mr.     Trahcrne's    unhappy    passion    bad 
formed  an    honourable    union    with    Mr. 
Rotbemere,  whose  connections  and  friends 
were   become  her   fnin    supporters,    from 
the    tried   merits  of  her    character;    and 
that  she  had  been  impelled  to  form  this 
engagement,    to    reclaim  the  privilege  of 
being  allov/ed  the  society  of  her  daughter. 
He  heard    at  length   that   she  was  no 
more,   and    he    gave    a   sigh   to  her  me- 
mory  he   gave   many    to   the    impru- 
dence,   the  extravagance,    the    thought- 
less follies  of  the    woman  who  had   suc- 
ceeded her  in  the  affection   of  the  Mar- 
quis,  whose   pecuniary  necessities  he  had 
been  more  than  once  called  upon  to  re- 
lieve by  loans,  which   he  was  induced  to 
grant,     in    the   hope    of    supporting  the 
credit   of  that  name   which  he  venerated 
himself,   and  wished  to  be  respected   by 
the    world.     Hence   arose   the   deference 
which  Lord  John  obtained  from  Lord  and 
Lady  Bellingham;  and  hence  arose  that 
patient  endurance    of  his    eccentricities, 
and  of  the  pointed  reproofs  that  escaped 
his  lips,    when  he  coHtrasted  the  despi- 
cable 
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cable  follies  he  witnessed,  with  the  virtues 
he  too  well  remembered. 

When  he  first  belield  Laur^,  he  was 
struck  witli  her  beauty,  and  the  un- 
feigned diffidence  and  sweetness  which  he 
had  so  often  contemplated^  eii  travcstie, 
in  the  countenance  and  in  the  manners 
of  other  young*  women,  who  make  it  a 
point  of  decorum  to  appear  all  that  angels 
are,  and  men  adore.  His  favourable  sen- 
timents rapidly  increased,  and  he  would 
have  remained  longer  at  Ad  wan,  had  not 
the  extreme  disapprobation  he  expe- 
rienced for  the  occupations  of  its  inmates, 
and  his  disgust  at  the  characters  of  the 
Marchioness  and  her  family,  driven  him 
thence.  He  had  now  returned,  resolved 
to  ascertain  from  the  judgment  of  Mr. 
Aubrey,  and  his  own  further  observa- 
tion, if  Laura,  the  disowned  gem  of  tlic 
house  of  Traherne,  vrere  worthy  the  de- 
signs he  had  formed  in  her  favour — de- 
signs that  were  strengthened  by  the  re- 
collected entreaties  of  his  dvino-  son, 
that  he    would    watch   over   the  child     T 

VOL,    11.  G  I\a    , 
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Mrs.  Stanmore,  at  that  time  abandoned 
to  tlie  caprices  of  Lady  Beliingham, 
whom  j\Ir.  Trahcrne  detested. 


CHAP.  VI. 


N  the  following  morning,  when 
Laura  again  met  Lord  John,  he  accosted 
her  with  pecLiliar  complacency,  which 
slie  justly  imputed  to  the  kind  partiality 
of  her  new  friends;  but  he  appeared  at 
the  same  time  unusually  grave  and 
thoughtful;  and  when  by  his  command 
the  children  were  conducted'  to  him, 
Laura  beheld  a  tear  start  to  his  eye. 

Lord  Traherne,  who  had  learned  that 
he  was  leaving  her,  expressed  much  re- 
gret at  his  removal. —  **  But  if  we  go  to 
Bcllingham  House,"  continued  he,  *'  we 
shall  see  our  mannna  again,  shall  we 
not?" 

4  *' Never!'' 
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'*  Never!"  exclaimed  his  uncle,  in  a 
vehement  voice. 

The  boy  starting  at  the  unexpected 
violence  of  the  sound,  looked  at  Laura, 
in  the  hope  that  she  would  contradict  the 
sentence;  but  inexpressibly  distressed, 
she  turned  from  him,  and  wept. 

'^  What  have  I  done!"  ejaculated  Lord 
John,  in  a  low  voice :  then  taking  the 
child  in  his  arms,  lie  pressed  his  quiver- 
ing lips  to  his  forehead,  and  hastily  left 
the  room. 

Little  Emily,  who  had  hitherto  been 
restrained  from  crying,  by  the  fear  of 
her  cross  uncle,  now  burst  into  tears ; 
whilst  Lord  Traherne,  with  an  indignant 
and  swelling  mien,   exclaimed — • 

*'  I  will  see  my  mamma  !  Why  won't 
they  let  me  see  my  mamma?     But  I  will 

see   her when    I   go    to    Bcllingham- 

House,   they  shall  not  hinder  me!" 

Laura  knew  not  what  to  say  that  miglit 
sooth  him,  and  console  liis  sister :  at 
this  moment  however,  fortunately  for  her 
feelings,  a  servant  entered,  to  announce 
that  the  carriage  and  attendants  of  Lord 
G  2  Traherne 
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Traherne  and  of  Lady  Emily  were  ready, 
and  to  enquire,  by  the  instruction  of 
Mrs.  Mason,  if  Lord  John  or  Miss  De- 
launie  had  any  commands  for  her.  As 
Laura  bad  been  apprized  of  tliis  sudd^i 
removal,  she  had  addressed  a  few  lines  to 
her  father,  which  she  now  withdrew  to 
transmit  to  the  goivcernantc. 

When  she  returned  to  the  same  apart- 
ment, Lord  John  had  re- entered  it,  and 
was  uttering  his  farewell  to  the  children  : 
Laura  embraced  them  both  with  fresh 
tears,  and  they  were  conducted  away. 
She  was  then  retiring,  but  Lord  John 
recalling  her — 

**  My  friend  Aubrey,"  said  he,  *'  will 
be  here  the  whole  of  this  day,  at  my  re- 
quest. I  wish  to  have  a  long  and  unin- 
terrupted conversation  with  him.  You 
are,  it  seems,  a  very  welcome  guest  at 
the  Rectory,  Laura,  and  I  wish  you  to 
be  there  more  particularly  to-day  :  go, 
child,  dry  your  eyes,  and  walk  thither." 

She  found  the  amiable  Mrs.  Aubrey 
more  than  usually  animated,  and  Caroline 

St. 
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St.  Orme,  who  was  sitting  Ayith  her,  ap- 
peared cheerful 

*'  Did  you  meet  my  good  man  in 
your  way  hither?"  asked  her  friend. 

Laura  replied  that  she  had  not. 

**  He  passes  the  day  by  appointment 
,    with  Lord  John,"  resumed    Mrs.  Aubrey, 

'^  who  tells  him But  you  look  sad,  my 

dear  Miss  Delaunie,"  added  she,  taking 
the  hand  of  Laura,  whom  she  placed  by 
her  side:  *'  and  I  cannot  suffer  you  to  be 
so,  when  I  have  heard,  not  many  hours 
back,  ot  your  conquest  over  the  stubborn 
prejudices  of  an  old  man,  who  has  been 
affirming,  I  believe  for  fifty  years,  that 
the  world  will  never  again  produce  a  wo- 
man with  a  genuine,  unadulterated  mind! 
Caroline  entreats  that  I  will  hide  her  iF 
our  M^orthy  misanthrope  should  bend  his 
steps  this  way:  but  I  mean  on  tl-e  con- 
trary to  present  her  to  his  Lordship,  as 
another  proof  of  his  late  error." 

Miss  St.  Oni:ie,  however,  very  earnestly 
declined  this  intended  honour,  in  favour  of 
her  original  plan  of  evasion  ;  and  con- 
sented to  relinquish  every  probability  of 
G  3  sharing 
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sharing  in  the  triumph  of  Laura,  which 
she  well  merited  to  enjoy  without  any 
participation,   she  added. 

The  point  was  not  wholly  adjusted  when 
the  little  Aubreys  and  their  fav^ourite 
Cecil  entered  the  room  :  the  children,  as 
usual,  ran  to  Laura,  who  received  them 
with  the  same  kindness  that  first  won 
their  re^fard;  but  when  she  contrasted  the 
joyous  mien  they  displayed  vvMth  the  dis- 
consolate faces  of  Lord  Traherne  and  his 
sister,  as  they  were  led  from  her  by  at- 
tendants who  had  evinced  themselves 
careless  and  unfeeling — abandoned  by 
one  parent,  and  merely  receiving  at  in- 
tervals the  transi<:nt  endearments  of  the 
other,   she  burst  into  tears. 

Mrs.  Aubrey  was  for  a  moment  unable 
to  divine  the  subject  of  her  emotion; 
but  when  she  recollected  that  the  deserted 
children  of  Ad  wan  had  left  it,  it  imme- 
diately occurred  to  her;  and  she  desired 
Frederic,  in  a  whisper,  to  conduct  his 
sister  and  Edward  to  tlie  nursery. 

Caroline  St.  Orn:ie  felt  her  own  eyes 
suffused  when  she  heard   the  convulsive 

sobs 
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sobs  of  Laura,  and  her  brother  appeared 
equally  shocked  aixl  concerned;  whilst 
Mrs.  Atd^rey,  finding  that  her  distress 
increased  by  succ;essless  efforts  to  repress 
it,  at  length  led  her  into  anotlier  room, 
\yhere  she  soon  recovered  sufficiently  to 
communicate  to  this  good  woman  the 
melancholy  reflection  which  had  tluis 
overpowered  her.  At  her  request,  jMrs. 
Aubrey  then  returned  to  i\Iiss  St.  Orme 
and  her  brother,  v/ho  wTre  equally  desir- 
ous of  learning  the  cause  of  her  emotion, 
and  that  it  had  subsided.  Cecil,  who 
was  well  informed  by  report  of  the  cha- 
racter and  conduct  of  the  Marchioness, 
extremely  compassionated  her  little  de* 
serted  offspring,  whose  mortification  and 
anguish  Laura,  from  the  energy  of  her 
own  feelings,  and  the  impetuous  aifec- 
tion  of  her  own  heart,  had  unconsciously 
heightened,  in  her  recital  to  Mrs.  Aubrey. 
When  she  re-appeared,  she  was  re- 
ceived \ritii  increased  consideration  by 
the  St  Ormes;  and  Caroline  soon  found 
an  opportunity  of  insinuating  a  wish  that 
she  miglit  obtain  the  esteem  and  friend- 
G  4  ship 
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ship    of    Miss    Delaunie — an    intimation 
Laura  replied  to  with  grateful  avidit3\ 

JMr.  Aubrey  returned  not  until  the 
evening*  was  far  spent;  and  as  the  atmo- 
sphere was  then  damp  and  foggy,  Lord 
John  had  sent  his  own  carriage  to  convey 
Laura  home;  an  attention  thiat  flattered 
lier  the  more  sensibly,  as  she  had  not 
lately  been  accustomed  to  experience  any 
from  the  family  at  Adv^^an. 

Lord  John  still  continued,  however, 
cautious  and  reserved  :  he  was  not  visible 
to  liCr  that  evening,  and  in  the  morning 
he  surveyed  her,  as  she  sat  at  his  break- 
fast table,  rather  with  the  air  of  an  inqui- 
sitor, than  a  partial  friend. 

Laura  felt  confih^ed  and  anxious;  she 
was  in  terror  lest  she  had  inadvertently 
offended  or  disgusted  him;  and  having 
Avith  dil^culty  sustained,  for  some  time 
after  the  conclusion  of  the  meal,  the 
steady  regard  of  his  penetrating  eyes, 
which  were  fixed  upon  her  from  under 
his  thoughtful  brow,  she  at  length  arose, 
and    without    venturing    to    bie.k     the 

profound 
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profor.ncl     silence    he    had    maintained, 
withdrew. 

In  her  retreat,  s'ne  met  Mr.  Anbrey,  to 
%vhom  she  related  her  fears,  and  tlie  occa- 
sion of  them. 

*'  You  misinterpret  the  sentim.ents  of 
your  venerable  friend,''  returned  he; 
*•  they  are  entirely  favourable  to  you: 
but  as  he  has  not  of  late  found  liimself 
impelled  to  regard  any  one  with  sudden 
esteem  or  partiality,  he  is  fearful  of  be- 
coming  1   must  aj^ply  his  own  term — 

an  old  JooU  ho\v'e\-cr  impossible  such  a 
thing  can  be.  And  this  combat  of  incli- 
nation and  prudence  renders  him  in  your 
presence  more  than  usually  reserved. 
But,  my  dear  Tsliss  Delaunie,"  added  he, 
*'  you  are  impatiently  expected  at  the 
Rectory,  v/here  your  assistance  is  re- 
quired to  console  our  young  guests  under 
an  afiiiction,  v/liich  I  hoi;e  \\\\\  not  be  a 
lasting  one.  Caroline  has  received  a 
letter  iVom  her  ill  judgiivg  fatiier,  an- 
nouncip.g  his  continued  indignation 
against  his  son  :— c»"  lierself  lie  v>  rites 
with  more  lenity,  aiid  I  trust  his  dis- 
ci 5  pleasure 
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pleasure  will  not  long  be  retained,   to  thfc 
prejudice  of  his  j)arcntal  tenderness." 

Mr.  Aubrey  then  passed  on,  and  Laura 
with  a  hurried  step  flew  towards  his  hos- 
pita])le  mansion.  In  the  beech-walk, 
Iiowever,  her  speed  was  arrested  by  the 
sight  of  Cecil  St.  Orme,  who  was  pacing 
it  in  a  hasty  and  disordered  manner,  his 
arms  folded,  and  his  eyes  fixed  upon  the 
earth. 

She  pictured  to  herself  his  mortifica- 
tion and  anguish  to  find  the  gay  pro- 
spects of  his  youth  entirely  blighted,  and 
feel  himself  compelled  to  quit  the  society, 
and  abandon  the  connections  his  situa- 
tion in  life  and  the  former  bounty  of  his 
father  had  eiK^bled  him  to  form — a  bounty 
which  Mrs.  Aubrey  had  informed  her  had 
bordered  on  profusion.  At  another  mo- 
ment Laura  would  have  passed  on,  with- 
out doing  violence  to  her  natural  timi- 
dity, by  making  an  effort  to  accost  him  ; 
but  at  this  peculiar  juncture  she  feared 
his  depressed  spirit  would  ill  construe  any 
accidental  circumstance  that  mii>'ht  be 
imputed  to  slighting  contempt  or  indif- 
ference; 
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ferencc;  and  she  crossed  the  wet  grass  to 
join  111  111. 

Bat  St.  Ornic  perceived  her  not;  and 
for  a  few  seconds  slie  thought  of  return- 
ing and  pursuing  her  way:  yet,  if  he 
then  beheld  her,  he  would  most  certainly 
suppose  that  sb.e  was  quitting  the  path  to 
avoid  irim. 

^'  That  would  be  still  worse  tlian  if  I 
had  coldly  passed  himl"  thought  Laura; 
and  she  followed  him  a  few  steps. 

St.  Orme  stopped  in  a  musing  posture; 

and    Laura,     whose    courage   failed   her, 

stopped  likewise.     Be  raised  his  hand  to 

his  forehead,  and  sighed  :  an  exclamation 

of  regret  escaped  his  lips,   and  fearing  she 

mi^iht   hear   more    than   he   vv'ould    have 

chosen  any  one  to  listen  to,   with  some 

hesitation   she  prevailed  upon   herself  to 

join    him.      He  started,    and   the   colour 

heightened     on    his    cheek    when    Laura 

stood  before   him ;     nor  did   she  exhibit 

less  confusion. 

*'  Have  you  already  visited   the  Rec- 
tory,  Miss  Dtlaunie?"  demanded  he,  ob- 
serving, with  soine  surprise,   the  direction 
G  6  ill 
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in    which    she    appeared    to    have    been 
walking. 

*M  am  going  thither,"  Laura  re- 
plied; "■  but  I  beheld  you,  and  I  turn- 
ed  1  was  walking  in  the  upper  path." 

*^  CaroHne  tells  me,"  returned  he, 
with  a  half  smile,  ^'  that  I  have  lately 
lost  the  faculty  of  perception ;  and  I 
must  now  really  believe  her,  since  Aliss 
Delaunie  could  approach  me,  and  I  knew 
it  not  1" 

'^1  will  enquire  if  Miss  St.  Orme 
rested  well  last  night,"  said  Laura,  **  and 
then  allow  you  to  meditate  without  fur- 
ther interruption." 

He  again  sighed;  and  looked  very  grave. 
*VYes,  she  rested  well,'*  returned  he  ; 
**  but  this  morning  her  peace  and  repose 
have  been  cruelly  disturbed  !  The  jnedi- 
tation  you  observed,  had  its  source  in  the 
same  cause." 

*'  I  hope  soon  to  perceive  by  her  cheer- 
fulness and  your's,"  returned  Laura, 
*^  that  the  cause  is  removed.*' 

*' You  are .  very  amiable  and  benevo- 
lent,"   replied   he,    in    an    earnest   tone, 

''  and 
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*^  and   Caroline    is    happy    in    obtaining 
such  a  friend !" 

Laura  felt  highly  fiattercd  by  this  simple 
sentence  of  commenciatioii ;  buc  by  some 
combination  of  idea  it  brought  to  her  re- 
collection the  cor.vcrsation  of  Frederic, 
^vhich  at  the  moment  had  so  much  dis- 
composed her,  and  which  now  recurred 
Avith  tlie  same  effect. 

St.  Orme  accompanied  her  to  the  Rec- 
tory; and  during  the  remainder  of  the 
walk  they  were  almost  wholly  silent. 

When  her  biother  appeared,  poor  Ca- 
roline vainly  endeavoured  to  conceal  the 
depression  which  would,  she  v/eli  knew, 
operate  to  increase  his  inquietude,  and 
which  in  his  absence  she  had  relaxed  in 
her  efforts  to  subdue.  Mrs.  Aubrey  was 
sitting  with  her;  but  she  had  dismissed 
the  children,  that  their  observations  and 
enquiries  might  not  embarias  lier  dis- 
tressed guests,  to  whom  she  prc^tttred 
consolation,  more  by  the  amiable  solici- 
tude of  her  attention,  tl:an  by  exhorta- 
tions not  to  experience  that  anxiety  and 
regret   it    was  so  natural    to   feel.      Her 

exauiple 
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example  was  followed  by  Luna;  and  the 
good  sense  a  id  urbanity  of  Cecil  and  his 
sister  indneed  them  to  repay  the  kmdness 
of  both,  by  allowing  them  to  believe  it 
in  some  degree  successful. 

Laura  learned  in  the  course  of  the  day 
that  when  Lord  John  quitted  Ad  wan, 
]\lr.  Aubrey  proposed  to  make  a  journey 
into  Herefordshire,  where  Sir  William  St. 
Ornie  then  was,  to  endeavour  to  amelio- 
rate the  decree  against  his  son;  but  that 
Cecil  himself  had  little  expectation  of  his 
success  in  this  friendly  undertaking. 

**  If  his  fears  should  be  verified,"  ex- 
claimed Caroline,  when  her  brother  had 
accidentally  left  the  room,  ^'  what  will 
become  of  us?  I  dread  the  effects  of 
his  resentment  and  indignation:  he  can- 
not live  upon  his  commission ;  and  he 
once  talked  of  selling  it,  and  going  to 
the  Eaiit  Indies!" 

Mrs.  Aubrey  entreated  her  to  have  a 
stronger  reliance  upon  the  zealous  good 
ofiices  and  the  further  representations  of 
her  husband  in  his  behalf. 

''  They 
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^'  They  must  be  successfii!, "  said  Laura, 
earnestly,  ''  I  am  assured  they  must; 
and  your  Iiappiness  "vvill  be  quickly  re- 
established." 

JMiss  St.  Orme  appeared  consoled  and 
encouraged  by  these  friendly  pejsuasions: 
when  Laura  left  the  Rectory,  she  was  se- 
rene and  composed;  and  the  change  in 
her  aspect  had  a  proportionable  effect  on 
that  of  her  brother. 

J.ord  John  was  again  invisible  to  Laura 
until  the  breakfist  hour  the  next  morn- 
ing, and  she  tlien  learned  that  in  another 
hour  he  meant  to  set  off  for  London. 
Before  his  departure,  he  enjoined  her  to 
continue  assiduously  to  cultivate  the 
friendship  of  her  worthy  neighbours. 
'*  I  wished  you,"  added  he,  *'  to  re- 
move entirely  to  tlie  Rectory,  which 
would  be  a  more  proper  and  convenient 
residence  to  you  than  this  is:  but  they 
have,  I  find,  already  admitted  other 
guests,  wholly  entitled  to  tlieir  protec- 
tion, and  an  additional  inmate  I  know 
they  cannot  receive.  The  distance  how- 
ever is  not  great;  and  as  you  are  not, 

fortunately 
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I'gvtrinately  for  yourself,  a  fine  lady,  you 
will  noi  scruple,  1  suppose,  coutinuing  to 
Avalk  thv^ie,  and  return  in  the  same  way: 
— iiiilceci  it  gtne.ally  happens,  and  it 
ccrtaiiily  is  very  pro[)er,  that  a  great 
benetii.  -h'udd  be  ratiier  dithcult  in  the 
attainment,  tliut  it  may  not  be  too  lightly 
estimated  I  !)a\'e  thought  that  perha[)S 
you  may  be  in  piiu  conceiuing  any  addi- 
tional cxprnre  which  your  presence  may 
create  in  this  little  frugal,  but  generous 
family  ;  it  so,  banish  that  tear — I  will 
take  buificient  care  to  settle  the  point  to 
my  own  satisfaction. 

*^  I  am  sorry  the  Alarquis  will  r.ot 
suffer  you  to  remain  here  as  long  as  I 
could  wish.  Had  such  a  woman  as  Mrs. 
Aubrey  directed  the  youthful  mind  of 
the  Marchioness  of  Belli ngliam,  the  fa- 
mily she  has  dishonoured  woidd  not  at 
this  moment  be  compelled  to  blush  at 
the  depravity  that  has  so  severely  wounded 
it." 

The  deep  and  energetic  tone  in  which 
this  last  sentence  was  uttertd,  proved  to 
Laura  how  keenly  this  depravity  was  felt 

bv 
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b}^  Lord  John;  and  as  his  countenance 
at  that  moment  displayed  an  austerity 
appalling  even  to  lier  who  was  conscious 
of  not  having  provoked  it,  the  colour 
forsook  her  cheeks,   and  she  trembled. 

He  gazed  at  her  for  a  few  moments  in 
silence:  at  length — **  You  will  shortly," 
resumed  he,  **  so  I  understand,  be  re- 
moved to  town:  yet  even  there  the  good 
counsels  of  Mrs.  Aubrey  may  follow  you. 
And  I,  Laura  Delaunie — 1  will  be  your 
friend,  your  protector,  and  your  father ! 
I  speak  not  rashly — and  I  am  lesolved  ! 
In  your  childhood  you  were  recom- 
mended to  my  affection  b\^ — —the  first  of 

human  beings!     Alas,    poor  youth! 

but  you  have  been  in  good  hands! go, 

child — leave  me!"' 

Laura,  who  beheld  a  tear  steal  into  the 
furrows  of  an  aspect  generally  so  rigid 
and  so  stern,  felt  all  her  fears  dissolve 
into  respectful  compassion ;  and  taking 
his  hand  witli  an  inexpressible  emotiOn, 
she  pressed  it  to  her  trembling  lips. 

Even  this  indirect  mention  of  Ins  o)v..i 
had  softened  the  soul  of  Lord  John,  aud 

he 
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]ie  received  the  silent  testimony  of  her 
gratitude  with  complacency. 

*^  Farewell,  Laura  Delauiiie/'  resumed 
he,    '*  farewell!     When    you  are   recalled 

to  London,  T  will  again  see  you; here 

you  are  safe — there  }'ou  will  he  exposed 
to  the  machinations  of  the  rich  profligate 
and    the  needy    adventurer:    but   I    will 

watch    o\er     your     welfare farewell, 

child  !■— leave  me!" 

"  Ah,  my  Lord!"  said  Laura,  still  de- 
taining his  hand,  ^'  you  are  superior  to 
my  poor  acknowledgments:  but  I  nnist 
offer  them,  humble  though  they  are  I  I 
feel  all  the  condescension  of  your  Lord- 
ship; but  I  v.'ill  not  trespass  further  on 
your  patience,  than  to  assure  you  that  I 
can  estimate  it  properly!" 

''  Well,  well,"  returned  he,  ''  it  is 
enough — farewell !" 

Laura  returned  the  adieu  with  zealous 
respect,  and  withdrew. \  In  a  few  mo- 
ments she  beheld  his  carriage  drive 
through  the  park ;  and  as  she  watched 
the  receding  wheels,  she  retlected    upon 

his 
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his  parting  expressions  and  the  emotions 
that  had  agitated  him. 

*'  I  was  recommended  to  his  affec- 
tion," said  Laura,  musing,  *^  by  the  first 
of  human  beings!  and  tliis  was  not  Mrs. 
Ilothemere,  for  he  aj)ostrop]iizcd  tliis 
being  as  a  man — a  young  man! — It  was 
his  son !  and  how  could  my  destiny  have 
interested  him  ?" 

This  M'as  a  question  not  all  her  reflec- 
tion or  reasoning  could  solve;  and  after  a 
]ong  reverie,  she  at  length  recollected  the 
amiable  group  at  the  Rectory,  and  cast- 
ing off  the  pensive  mien  she  wore,  has- 
tened to  join  it  with  her  accustomed  sa- 
tisfaction, and  the  light  step  of  hope  and 
pleasing  expectation. 

The  servant  who  admitted  her,  informed 
her  that  his  Lady  had  been  sent  to  by  a 
poor  woman  in  the  village,  but  that  she 
was  expected  to  return  every  moment; 
and  Miss  St.  Orme  had  walked  v/ith  her. 

'^  Is  Mr.  Aubrey  at  home?"  asked 
Laura, 

The  man  replied  that  he  was  not;  and 
on  entering  the  general  sitting-room,   she 

beheld 
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beheld  only  Mr.  St.  Orme  and  the  little 
girl,  v.ho  instantly  enquired  why  she  had 
not  come  sooner. 

^*  We  have  anxioii.^ly  expected  you  for 
some  time,''  subjoined  her  companion  ; 
**  and  my  little  wife  has  openly  expres-ed 
her  impatience  and  chagrin  at  your  tardi- 
ness, notwithstandi  ig  the  eloquence  I 
have  exerted  to  cheat  the  moments  of 
expectation.  I  begin  to  think  myself 
very  ill  treated ;  for  I  recollect  the  time 
when  I  v/as  without  a  rival  in  the  favour 
of  Sophia." 

Laura  was  pleased  to  observe  the  cheer- 
ful accent  in  which  this  sentence  was  ut- 
tered; and  as  her  own  spirits  were  ele- 
vated by  the  declared  protection  of  Lord 
John,  blic  replied  with  some  vivacity. 
They  were  now  joined  by  Miss  St.  Orme, 
who  said  tiiat  Mrs.  Aubrey  had  been 
compelled  to  prolong  her  charitable  visit, 
and  had  desired  her  to  oifer  lier  excuses 
to  their  friend. 

*'  I  am  quite  dt lighted,"  added  she, 
''  that  this  fc:rmidablc  Lord  John  is  at 
leni>:th   eonel     I   beiran   to  fear  that   as 

you 
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you  were  so  uncommon  a  favourite,  he 
might  take  it  into  his  head  to  run  away 
with  you  to  town." 

'*  Indeed,"  rephed  Laura,  *^  much  as 
I  respect  his  Lordship,  I  should  have 
comphed  with  great  reluctance  to  such  a 
proof  of  his  favour ;  hut  whilst  Mrs, 
Aubrey  is  at  Ad  wan,  I  should  not,  with 
the  inclination  of  Lord  John,  be  removed 
from  it." 

**  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  that,"  re- 
plied Miss  St.  Orme:  ^*  but  if  he  often 
takes  these  fancies  of  flying  here  without 
notice,  I  shall  be  afraid  of  venturing  into 
the  park,  lest  1  should  unadvisedly  en- 
counter him  one  of  these  days." 

'*  He  is  not  quite  so  tremendous,"  said 
Laura,  smiling,  '*  as  your  imagination 
represents  him,   I  believe." 

''  You,  Miss  Delaunie,"  observed  St. 
Orme,  '^  will  perhaps  think  him  more  so, 
when  he  presents  to  you  a  very  grave  and 
solemn  gentleman,  some  learned  Judge, 
or  Reverend  Bishop  perhaps,  as  a  happy 
pretender  to  your  fair  hand,  and  your 
requested  heart." 

His 
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His  sister  laughed,  and  Laura  attempted 
to  smile  :  but  as  slie  did  not  think  such  a 
thing  quite  impossible,  a  sudden  appre- 
hension seized  her,  that  I\Ir.  Aubrey 
might  have  dropped  an  intimation  that 
had  given  occasion  for  tins  idea. 

'\  Or  if  his  Lordship  thinks,"  conti- 
nued St.  Orme,  with  an  air  of  pleasantry, 
*'  that  the  gay  fancies  of  youthful  beauty 
should  be  better  consulted,  he  may  pro» 
pose  to  you  some  gallant  hero  who 
served  with  him  in  forty- live — some  vete- 
ran, majestic  Field- Marshal  !" 

*^  That  Avould  be  a  degree  better,"  ob- 
served Caroline.  *'  What  does  my  ami- 
able friend  say  to  this  high  advancement?" 

Laura,  M'ith  some  cflbrt,  replied  M'ith 
equal  gaiety,  and  the  entrance  of  Mrs. 
Aubrey  soon  after  relieved  her  from  an 
embarrassment  and  inquietude  she  feared 
to  betray,  and  could  not  entirely  define 
the  source  of. 

This  gleam  of  unexpected  vivacity 
from  Cecil  St.  Orme  was  soon  over- 
clouded however,  by  his  returning  ab- 
sence of  mind,  and  a  thoughtfulness  that 

increased 
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increased  as  the  moment  of  Mr.  Aubrey's 
departure  approached  ;  who,  notwith- 
standing his  efforts  to  liasten  it,  could 
not  immediately  arrange  his  affairs  for  an 
absence -of  two  or  three  weeks,  by  pro- 
curing a  substitute  for  his  professional 
duties. 


CHAR    VII. 


T  length,  however,  Mr.  Aubrey  an- 
nounced that  he  was  at  hbertv  to  beo-in 
his  journey,  and  that  he  meant  not  to 
defer  it  lono'er  than  the  follow ino-  morn- 


ing. 


*^  My  fate  will  then  be  shortly  de- 
cided," returned  St.  Orme,  in  a  com- 
posed accent ;  but  the  words  were  fol- 
lowed by  a  sigh,  and  his  mien  denoted 
anxiety :  yet  he  shortly  after  rallied  his 
spirits,  and  endeavoured  to  join,  with  an 

unembarrassed 


144  THE    WIFE    AND 

unembarrassed  air,  in  the  general  conver- 
sation. 

Caroline    appeared    to  entertain  better 
liopes;  and    when   Mr.  Aubrey  bade   her 
adieu,   as   he  departed,    her  pleasing  ex- 
pectations were  not  allayed:    whilst   the 
heart   of    her   brother   sunk    with   unac- 
knowledged fears,  and  that  of  Laura  ex- 
perienced    a     corresponding    emotion    of 
deep  inquietude,  as  the  chaise  which  con- 
tained the    worthy    mediator,     conveyed 
him  from    the  door,    when   she  reflected 
that  upon  the  success   of   his  mission  de- 
pended   most    probably  the   welfare    and 
happiness  of  Cecil  St.  Orme  and  his  sister, 
''  If  it  slrould  fail,"  thought  she,    as 
her  eyes  earnestly  and   unconsciously  fol- 
lowed  the  track  of  the   carriage  wheels, 
"  if  that  2:ood  man  should  find  this  ^elf- 
ish  father  deaf  to   his  representations,  his 
entreaties,    and   remonstrances,   what  will 
.be    their   doom  !      Caroline    might   exist 
contented   in   an  hundjler  situation  than 
her  birth  would  entitle  her  to,-   but   her 
brother,   who  has  tasted  so  unboundedly 

of 
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of  affluence  and  independence,  what  will 
become  of  him!'* 

She  had  remained  several  minutes  mo- 
tionless, and  pursuing  with  anxiety  this 
reflection,  when  Miss  St.  Orme  took  her 
hand,  and  leading  her  into  the  house — 

'MYould  you  not  suppose,"  said  she, 
addressing  Mrs.  Aubrey  and  her  brother, 
'*  that  it  was  the  destiny  of  Laura  our 
kind  friend  was  going  to  determine,  and 
that  we  had  exchanged  situations,  from 
the  expression  of  her  countenance  and 
her  pensive  mien?" 

St.  Orme  regarded  her  in  silencC;  and 
his  sister  continued. 

**  When  Mr.  Aubrey  returns  with 
pleasing  intelligence,  I  am  assured  I  shall 
scarcely  rejoice  more  than  Miss  Delau- 
nie!  You  must  not  be  sad,  Cecil,"  add- 
ed she,  observing  his  melancholy  aspect  ; 
*'  our  dear  Mrs.  Aubrey  Avill  assist  in 
dispersing  these  gloomy  forebodings,  and 
so  I  am  certain  will  my  kind  Laura — for 
they  are  all  charity  and  goodness!  And 
h^re  are  your  young  playfellows  return- 

YOL.  II.  a  ing 
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ing  from    their   walk,     who    will    readily 
join  in  the  combination." 

St.  Orme  thanked  her  for  her  generous 
exertions  in  his  favour;  but  he  found 
himself  unable  to  second  them  by  any 
effort  of  his  own,  and  shortly  withdrew, 
to  indulge  the  dark  presages  that  ap- 
peared to  have  seized  his  mind. 

Caroline  then  burst  into  tears. 

'*  Oh  Mrs.  Aubrey!"  she  exclaimed, 
^'  if  my  father  should  indeed  cut  off  his 
prospects^  and  abandon  him  to  ditticul- 
ties,  to  which  he  has  been  hitherto  so 
little  accustomed,  what  will  be  the  event!*' 

^*  Depend  upon  my  prediction,"  re- 
turned .she,  '^  that  Sir  William  will  not 
wholly  (iese;  t  his  son :  he  may  indeed 
considerably  diminish  the  appointment 
your  brother  has  until  now  received  ;  but 
this  will  not  in  fact  be  doing  him  any  in- 
jury, since  the  only  fear  Mr.  Aubrey  has 
ever  allowed  himself  to  entertain,  lest  he 
should  sully  the  amiable  character  he  has 
ever  supported,  arose  from  the  too  unli- 
mitted  dissipation  into  which  liis  profes- 
sion and  his  associates  may  have  drawn 
4  him, 
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him,  and  from  the  designing  train  of 
specuhitors  and  parasites  which  a  very 
young  man  of  large  income,  and  still 
more  extensive  expectations,  will  ever  at- 
tract about  him.  The  cloud  M'hich  now 
obscures  his  fortune,  may  disperse  these, 
and  he  will  in  future  learn  to  select  even 
3^outhful  friends  and  companions,  with  a 
judgment  and  discrimination  he  might 
not  perhaps  otherwise  have  so  soon  at- 
tained, and  which  may  very  materially 
contribute  to  his  future  happiness." 

Caroline  found  that  consolation  from 
the  arguments  and  assurances  of  ]\Irs. 
Aubrey  they  were  meant  to  bestow;  and 
Laura  experienced  an  almost  equal  relief 
from  them :  but  she  thought  she  had  dis- 
covered a  latent  meaning  in  the  speech  of 
the  amiable  monitress,  that  in  a  small 
degree  reflected  upon  the  conduct  of  St. 
Orme,  in  the  prosperous  career  of  his 
early  fortune;  but  whatever  his  errors 
might  have  been,  they  had  not,  she  dis- 
cerned, been  of  sulhcient  magnitude  to 
deprive  him  of  the  esteem  of  his  fiiends, 
H  2  and 
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and  she  concliicled  that  it  would  be  there- 
fore wrong  to  withdraw  her's. 

On  the  follow] n<^  morning  Laura  had 
promised  to  join  the  little  party  at  the 
Rectory  earlier  than  usual;  and  Dolly 
having  received  an  injunction  to  attend 
her  an  hour  sooner  than  she  had  been 
accustomed  to  await  her  levee,  fulfilled 
the  order  with  unusual  alacrity;  and  with 
a  simpering  mien,  amidst  many  other 
enquiries  which  the  good  humour  of 
Laura  woukl  not  allow  her  to  refuse  a 
leply  to,  asked  when  Mr.  Aubrey  was 
expected  back. 

*'  Indeed  I  do  not  know,  Dolly,"  re- 
plied her  young  Lady,  with  sudden  gra- 
vity. 

'^  Ma'am,  1  hope  you  an't  offended,'* 
said  Mrs.  Maunder:  '*  but  to  be  sure  we 
are  all  on  tiptoe  to  know  the  up-shot  of 
Mr.  Aubrey's  going  to  the  old  gentleman, 
Sir  William!" 

'^  What  do  you  mean?"  exclaimed 
Laura,  turning  to  her  attendant  in  ex- 
treme surprise  at  the  familiar  manner   in 

which 
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x^^hich    the    object    of   the    journey    was 
mentioned  by  her. 

**  La,  Ma'am!  I  hope  you  won't  be 
affronted  at  my  curiosity-like,"  said 
Dolly;  "  but  to  be  sure  we  dowajit  sadly 
to  know  when  it's  to  be.'' 

Laura  still  gazed  at  her  in  great  per- 
plexity;  and  Mrs.  ]\Iaunder,  mistaking 
her  astonishment  for  anger,  thus  conti- 
nued— 

**  Well,  Miss  Laura,  Tm  sure,  i\Ia'am, 
I  never  mintioned  it  before,  thof  I  knowed 
it  all  along! — And  you  needs  must  own  a 
fortnight's  a  long  time  to  hold  one's 
tongue — especially  when  they  are  all  fit  to 
tear  one  to  pieces  to  find  it  out:  for,  says 
they  to  me — *  Mrs.  Maunder,  sure  you 
know^  all !  When  your  young  Lady  comes 
home  of  a  night,  don't  you  go  for  to 
think  to  make  us  all  believe  that  she  don't 
chat  a  bit  with  you,  as  she's  nobody  else 
to  speak  to!'  Saj^sl — *  You're  mistaken, 
and  niver  was  more  out;  for  she  says 
niver  a  word  to  me,'  says  I;  *  and  I 
can't  help  thinking  it  somewhat  hard,' 
says  I,  *  seeing  as  I  have  lived  with  her 
H  3  ever 
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ever  sin  she  be  a  little  crcctur,  no  liigher 
than  that,  that  she  can't  trust  nie  with  so 
much  as  a  word  of  her  secrets,  and  every 
body  else  can  talk  of  'em,  all  round  the 
country,  afore Tni  to  be  trusted  a  bit!" 

**  What  is  it  you  can  mean?"  cried 
Laura:    **  pray  explain  3'ourself!" 

*'  ViVil,  Ma'am,  then  if  I  must  speak 
out,  I  must! — All  the  folks  says  you  are 
to  be  married  to  the  young  gentleman  at 
Mr.  Aubrey's,  the  Parson's;  and  they 
says  too " 

''  Is  it  possible  I"  interrupted  Laura, 
in  equal  surprise  and  confusion:  '^  and 
did  you  really  believe  this  story,  Dolly? 
What  strange  ideas  people  will  conceive!'* 

**  Lauk,  Ma'am!  it's  natural  enough, 
for  that  matter,  that  folks  should  suppose 
it!  I  sees  nothing  strange  that  a  young 
gentleman  and  a  young  lady  should  fall  to 
courting,  for  my  part,  in  such  a  lone 
place  as  this,  where  there  an't  nothing 
else  to  amuse  'em!" 

**  It  is  entirely  a  mistake,"  interrupted 
Laura,  earnestly:  **  I  entreat,  Dolly, 
that  you  will  not  credit  such  folly,  but 

contradict 
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contradict  it   whenever  you  have  an  op- 
portunity." 

'^  Well,  if  I  an't  all  amort,"  exclaimed 
Dolly,  '^  to  think  of  the  things  folks  will 
sit  and  make  out  of  their  own  heads!-— 
— and  here  if  I  didn't  believe  every  word 
on't — only  I  thought  it  very  odd,  I\Ia"am, 
as  you  should  not  just  give  me  a  little  hy- 
phen  of  the  matter?  cause  I  didn't  think 
it,  you  see,  Ma'am,  quite  the  thing,  as 
the  very  coal-carrier  drudge,  and  the 
helpers  m  the  stables,  are  to  be  talking- 
over  your  secrets,  afore  I  gets  a  tv/ink- 
ling  of  *eml — I  thought  that  there  very- 
hard,  I  must  needs  own.  But,  lauk. 
Ma'am,  they  go  furder  than  that;  for 
they  makes  no  bones  of  saying  that  that 
old  Lord  and  the  Parson  settled  the  match 
in  the  library,  when  tliey  was  laying  their 
heads  together,  so  snug  as  they  thought! 
—  but  they're  always  upon  the  listen  in 
this  house  I  think — and  that  comes  of 
your  devoce  doings,  and  your  crea??2-go?iey 
and  all  that  sort  of  work !  If  you'll  be- 
lieve me,  Miss  Laura,  the  sarvants  that 
came  down  here  said,  thcv  had  been 
H  4  expecting 
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expecting  a  cream-gone  trial  these  six 
months;  and  the  old  butler  swore  he 
could  niver  get  the  table  laid,  or  a  thing 
cleaned,  because  the  men  were  all  upon 
the  listen,  thinking  to  come  in  witnesses 
in  Court,  'cause  they  says  it  makes  their 
fortune — for  they  generally  gets  presents 
a  both  sides,  to  speak  or  hold  their 
tongues,  as  it  may  suit.  And  so  you 
knovr,  Ma'am,  if  one  sarvant  sees  ano- 
ther upon  the  watch,  he  thinks  he  may 
as  well  too,  and  so  it  runs  through  the 
house:  and  when  they  gets  used  to  it, 
you  know,  if  they  sees  two  people  a 
talking,  they  goes  naturally,  and  lays 
their  ear  to  the  keyhole  !  And  so, 
Ma'am,   as  I  was  saying,   old   Lord  John 

and  Mr.  Aubrey but,   lauk,   they  says 

that  Mr.  Aubrey  is  downright  gone  to 
ax  the  old  gentleman — the  father,  if  he's 
agreeable!" 

*'  For  Heaven's  sake,  Dolly,  do  not 
thus  torment  me!" 

''  Well,  ]\la'am,  and  if  it  be  so, 
Where's   the  harm  on'tj^     I'm  sure,   !Miss 

Laura. 
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Laura;  you  needn't   be   so   close,    for  I 
should  not  mintion  it  to  a  living  soul!" 

*^  I  repeat  that  it  is  a  mistake!"  re- 
turned Laura,  in  an  accent  of  vexation  : 
'*  however  this  report  may  have  origi- 
nated, it  is  entirely  false! — it  is  no  such 
thing! — it  was  never  thought  of!" 

*'  Well,  Ma  am,  I  only  say  what  other 
folks  have  said  before  me.  I'm  sure  I 
thought  no  harm  in  just  asking  if  it  was 
true  or  no,  and  you  needn't  be  angry 
with  me,   Miss  Laura!'* 

*'  I  am  not  angry;  but  I  am  very 
much  cha2:rined  and  hurt  that  such  a 
foolish  story  should  be  circulated;  and  I 
entreat,  Dolly,  that  you  will  inform 
every  one  who  may  have  spoken  to  you 
upon  the  subject,  that  they  are  in  an 
error — that  they  are  mistaken!" 

Mrs.  Maunder,  very  much  disap- 
pointed at  the  result  of  the  conference, 
promised  however  very  implicit  obedience 
to  this  injunction;  and  Laura,  musing 
upon  the  pretended  discovery  of  the 
household  at  Adwan,  and  deprecating 
the  mortification  of  fmding  that  their 
H  5  imperii- 
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impertinent  report  had  reached  the  ears  of 
St.  Ornie  pr  his  sister,  heeded  not  that 
the  time  was  ah'eady  past  at  which  she 
had  proposed  to  be  at  the  Ptectory. 

As  she  was  concluding  her  breakfast, 
even  at  a  later  hour  than  usual,  Dolly 
rushed  precipitately  into  the  room,  and 
in  an  elevated  voice  exclaimed — 

*'  Miss  Laura — IMa'am — who   do   you 
think  is  come?" 

Laura  started,  and  her  cheeks  became 
suffused  with  crimson. 

"Why,  who  but  Captain  Rothemere, 
Ma'am!  He  was  coming  up  the  park- 
road,  looking  out  of  one  chaise  window, 
and  then  out  of  another,  in  his  way,  all 
in  a  hurry— -and  I  knew  him  at  ever  such 
a  distance  off:  so  all  of  a  sudden  he  sees 
my  Lord's  horses  exercising  there  over  the 
brow  of  the  hill ;  so  he  jumps  out  of  the 
chay,  and  runs  up  to  them,  and  falls  to 
looking  at  them,  and  talking  to  the 
grooms  and  boys,  and  there  he  is  now ; 
but  John  is  come  forward,  Ma'am,  and 
has  asked  if  you  are  here." 

Laura 
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Laura  experienced  a  secret  vexation  at 
this  intelligence,  whicli  she  could  not  im- 
mediately controul  or  suppress.  Severely 
condemning-  herself,  however,  for  this 
sentiment,  which  she  was  apprehensive 
might  be  remotely  allied  to  disrespect 
towards  the  memory  of  her  best  friend, 
and  equally  reproaching  herself  with  in- 
gratitude to  Mr.  Rothemere,  she  endea- 
voured to  conquer  her  repugnance  to 
meet  him,  and  receive  him  with  apparent 
respect  and  satisfaction.  But  this  was  a 
task  he  unconsciously  rendered  still  more 
painful  and  diHicult,  by  the  childish  ab- 
surdity and  boyish  inconsiderateness  of 
his  deportment. 

More  than  half  an  hour  had  elapsed, 
from  the  time  he  liad  been  announced  to 
Laura  by  Mrs.  Maunder,  ere  he  could 
prevail  upon  himself  to  suffer  the  horses 
and  their  attendants  to  pi;rsue  the  exer- 
cise he  had  interrupted.  To  each  of  the 
animals  he  \n  turn  took  a  violent  fancy, 
and  eagerly  enquired  of  the  head  groom, 
if  the  AL'irquis  meant  to  part  witli  any  of 
them. 

li  6  I^Ir. 
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Mr.  Groom-major,  more  surprised  and 
offended  at  this  importunity,  than  grati- 
fied by  the  extreme  and  indiscriminate 
admiration  he  expressed  for  the  whole 
stud,  at  length  galloped  off,  followed  by 
a  sneering  train  of  stable-boys  and  help- 
ers, leaving  the  poor  gentleman  to  gaze 
after  them  with  anxious  sighs  and  wishes, 
excited  by  the  splendid  destiny  of  the 
most  noble  Marquis  of  Bellingham. 

In  the  interim  Laura  dispatched  Mrs. 
Maunder  to  the  Rectory,  to  explain  to 
its  amiable  mistress  the  circumstance  that 
detained  her  from  her  engagement;  and 
then,  with  a  heart  not  very  light,  and  a 
lialf  stifled  emotion  of  chagrin,  she  rose 
to  meet  her  former  playfellow  and  compa- 
nion, whose  wandering  eye  had  caught 
her  figure  as  she  passed  a  M-indow;  and 
recognising  her  with  a  nod,  he  advanced 
to  the  house,  and  she  then  compelled  her- 
^self  to  seek  liim  at  the  hall-door.  Some 
object,  however,  in  the  exterior  of  the 
building  had  caught  his  eye,  and  Laura 
was  in  the  necessity  either  of  waiting  the 

conclusion 
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conclusion  of  his  reverie,   or  of  break i no- 
it  by  walking  up  to  him. 

She  chose  the  latter  expedient,  and  he 
then  abandoned  his  meditation. 

*'  Laura,  my  dear  girl,  I  am  charmed 
to  sec  you!"  exclaimed  he,  salutino-  her 
with  the  same  freedom  he  had  used  when 
she  was  yet  a  child.  **  Heaven  and 
earth  !  you  are  in  this  little  time  embel- 
lished beyond  all  imagination  !  What 
cursed  folly,  to  immure  you  in  this 
place  !  Upon  my  soul,  the  finest  crea- 
ture I  ever  saw!" 

Laura,  shocked  and  confounded  at 
these  unceremonious  ejaculations,  the  last 
of  which  however  was  intended  for  a 
running-horse  of  the  Marquis,  and  not, 
as  she  imagined,  for  herself,  yet  endea- 
voured to  express  some  satisfaction  at  the 
proof  of  remembrance  with  which  he  so 
unexpectedly  honoured  her,  and  made  an 
eftbrt  to  render  him  more  rational  by  en- 
quiring if  he  had  lately  seen  Mrs.  Ha.- 
milton. 

To  this  demand,  he  rephed  by  an  ex- 
clamation of — 

''  Who 
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^'  Who  have  we  here?  I  understood 
that  tlie  whole  party  had  dispersed  im- 
nediatcly  on  the  elopement  of  the  Mar- 
chioness, and  had  left  you  a  solitary  te- 
nant of  this  enormous  mass  of  building!' 

*'  I  entreat,"  interrupted  she,  shocked 
at  this  careless  and  unreserved  mention  of 
a  circumstance  she  could  not  advert  to, 

"without  deep  anxiety  and  inquietude 

*'  you  will  be  overheard  by  the  servants — 
this  place  is  surely  improper " 

He  smiled  contemptuously  at  the  ex- 
treme delicacy  of  her  scruples,  and  seiz- 
ing her  hand,  turned  her  half  round, 
and  directed  her  attention  to  the  figure 
of  Caroline,  who  was  walking  from  them, 
accompanied  by  her  brother.  At  this  mo- 
ment she  turned  her  head,  and  pQrceiv- 
ing  that  Laura  was  regarding  her,  she 
would  have  retraced  her  steps,  but  that 
Cecil  drew  her  towards  the  Rectory,  ap- 
parently employing  some  argument  to 
dissuade  her. 

**  Good  Heaven  !''  thought  Laura,  the 
idea  suddenly  darting  to  her  brain,  ''  they 
must  have  witnessed  the  familiar  address 

and 
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aiul  deportment  of  Mr  llothemere;  and 
what  then  will  St.  Orme  imagine  of  him 
and  of  me!  —  He  leads  his  sister  away  !" 

''  Who  is  that  elegant  girl?"  demanded 
her  tormentor,   in  an  impetuous  accent. 

*^  It  is  Miss  St.  Orme,"  replied  Laura, 
almost  unconsciously  endeavouring  to 
follow  lier. 

*^  A  daughter  of  Sir  William?"  resumed 
Captain' Rothemere,  detaining  her — '^the 
Herefordshire  family  ?" 

**  Yes,  I  believe  so,"  replied  she,  at- 
tempting to  disengage  her  hand.      ^*  Miss 

St.  Orme  perhaps  supposes- 1  wish  to 

inform  her " 

'^  And  who  is  that  young  man?"  added 
he,  entirely  disregarding  the  inquietude 
Laura  evidently  suffered. 

*'  Her  brother.  Will  you  not  allow 
me " 

**  St.  Orme!  so  it  is,  faith!     I  thought 

I  recognised   his    features but    where 

the  devil  are  they  wheeling  off  to  ?  When 
I  first  saw  them,  they  were  walking  this 
way  I     I  hope  /  have  not  frightened  the 

fair  lady  ofr  the  field upon  my  soul, 

report 


IGO  THE    WIFE    AND 

report  says  true,  she  is  handsome  !  a  de- 
vilish handsome  fortune  too,  I  under- 
stand— fifty  thousand  at  least!  Is  it  not?" 
*'  It  is  impossible  I  should  even  guess," 
replied  Laura,  in  an  accent  of  ill-con- 
cealed   vexation.      ^*  I    must    go — or    I 

must  send " 

'*  Pray  what  attracts  them  to  this 
neighbourhood?'*  pursued  the  incorrigi- 
ble Rothemere :  '^  faith,  I  was  rather  mis- 
taken, when  I  supposed  you  to  be  eur 
tirely  cut  off  from  society  here  by  the 
d — mn — d  folly  of  the  Marchioness!  I 
heard  that  the  place  was  a  wilderness, 
wholly  uninhabited,  and  from  mere  com- 
passion resolved  to  relieve  your  melan- 
choly seclusion  by  a  visit  1 — I  was  talk- 
ing of  your  woeful  destiny  to  the  officers 
of  our  mess,  and  by  Heaven  they  all  vo- 
lunteered to  a  man,  in  offering  them- 
selves as  a  partner  in  an  excursion  to  Scot- 
land." 

Laura,  >vho  had  now  entered  the  house, 
moved  towards  the  breakfast-room  she 
had  lately  quitted ;  and  scarcely  knowing 
what  she  said,  entreated  that  she  might 

not 
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not  be  rallied  upon  a  subject  that  neces- 
sarily created  so  much  sorrow  and  inqui- 
etude in  a  family  whose  welfare  must  ever 
interest  her. 

*'  Rally  you!'*  repeated  he;  '*  I  de- 
clare to  God,  r  am  entirely  serious!  But 
inform  me  where  the  St.  Ormes  are  at 
present is  the  old  Baronet  in  this  vi- 
cinity? Are  they  stationary,  or  on  the 
wing  ?  Upon  my  soul,  she  appears  a  fine 
woman ! — My  dear  Laura,  give  me  some 
coffee  or  chocolate ;  I  am  famished  !'* 

Laura  rang  for  refreshment,  and  the 
servant  who  attended,  informed  her  that 
Mrs.  Maunder  wished  to  speak  to  her. 

Dolly  had  performed  her  commission, 
and  was  returned  with  a  billet  to  her 
3^oung  Lady  from  Mrs.  Aubrey,  who 
would  not,  she  said,  forego  the  expected 
satisfaction  of  her  society;  and  begged 
that  Captain  Rothemere  would  have  the 
goodness  to  accompany  her  to  the  Rec- 
tory, if  he  had  proposed  to  himself  to 
remain  the  day  at  Adwan. 

This  Avas  a  point  Laura  very  much 
wished   to   ascertain  : — her   secret  wishes 

had 
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had  not  his  lono-er  continuance  for  their 
object;  for  independent  of  the  particular 
embarrassment  he  had  occasioned  her,  she 
observed  with  concern  that  his  judg- 
ment and  discretion  had  not  by  any 
means  increased  since  she  had  last  beheld 
him. 

''  Here  is  still  another  proof  that  I  am 
not  entirely  in  a  wilderness/'  said  she, 
presenting  to  him  the  billet.  '^  ^yill  you 
enable  me  to  reply  satisfactorily  to  the 
kind  attention  of  this  newly-acquired  and 
valuable  friend?'' 

*'  The  Rectory  !'*  exclaimed  he,  throw- 
ing the  paper  on  the  table.  '^  Oh  the 
devil! — the  Parson's  w^ife  I  suppose?  No, 
faith,  excuse  me!  But  I  will  accompany 
you  with  alacrity  to  the  St.  Ormes— 
where  do  they  reside?" 

''  They  are  with  Airs.  Aubrey,"  re- 
plied Laura,  giving  tlje  intelligence  most 
unwillingly,  in  the  fear  that  it  would 
operate  to  detain  her  unwelcome  guest 
longer  than  he  might  otherwise  have 
thought  proper  to  extend  his  very  chari- 
table visit. 

^'  With 
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*'  Witli  Mrs.  Aubrey  1"  repeated  he; 
'*  that  is  strange — yet  as  it  is  so,  allons  to 
the  Rectory  by  all  means!  How  could 
this  Mrs.  Aubrey  contrive  to  become  in- 
troduced to  the  St.  Ormes?  He  iS;  I 
know,  as  dashing  a  young  fellow  as  any 
about  town,  and  I  should  as  soon  have 
looked  for  a  French  regiment  on  London 
Bridge,  as  have  expected  to  have  beheld 
him  immured  in  such  a  place  as  this ! 
Taking  a  rural  walk  with  his  sister  too  ! 

The  man  has  lost  his  senses Ah,  voire 

pardon  !  he  was  advancing  hither,  to  be- 
hold the  fair   recluse  of  Ad  wan  !     Yes, 

yes  !   you  blush,   Laura nay,    do  not 

affect  to  deny  it — let  me  have  the  honour 
of  informing  you,  that  if  you  have  had 
the  good  fortune  to  inspire  St.  Orme  with 
an  attachment,  you  are  decidedly  the 
most  lucky  creature  in  the  universe  1 
And  observe,  I  claim  your  interest  with 
the  sister." 

Laura,  at  once  disgusted  and  dismayed 
at  the  assured  levity,  the  volubility,  and 
undaunted  folly  of  her  companion,   was 

eagerly 
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eagerly  anxious  to  check  his  intended  at- 
tack upon  the  St.  Ormes,  and  imai^ined 
that  the  only  method  of  lessening  his  in- 
clination to  meet  them,  would  be  to  hint 
the  occasion  of  their  present  seclusion  : 
but,  alas!  a  hint  was  not  by  any  means 
sufficiently  satisfactory  or  comprehensive 
for  Captain  Rothemere ;  and,  to  her 
extreme  mortification,  she  discovered 
that  nothing  less  than  a  very  circum- 
stantial narrative  would  quiet  his  impe- 
tuous and  repeated  enquiry. 

*' D — n  the  unreasonable  old  devil!" 
exclaimed  he  :    **  married  again,  and  cast 

off  the  first  brood! it's  the  way  with 

them  all^-upon  my  soul,  I'm  sorry  for  it ! 
cursedly  chagrined  I  suppose  poor  St. 
Orme  is  too !  Ha,  well  thought  of ! 
Does  he  mean  to  sell  his  curricle?  But 
that  is  gone  already,  I  dare  swear; — his 
Sly-boots  though — a  famous  fine  creature, 
he  has  not  been  transferred,  or  the  woild 
would  have  heard  it  I  I  will  give  him 
three  hundred  guineas  for  Sly-boots,  and 
that  is  more  by  fifty  than  any  other  man 

in 
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in  Eiialand  will  offer  ! — Has  he  <2:ot  liim 
here  ?     Is  he  at  Ad  wan  ?'* 

"  Good  Heavens!  no,"  ejaculated 
Laura,   in  an  agony — ^^how  is  it  possible 

that  you  can  think  of dear  Sir,    let 

me  conjure  you  not  to  mention  such  a 
thing  ! — it  will  seem — it  will  appear  so 
very " 

Captain  Rothemere  threw  himself  into 
a  cliair — for  he  had  hitherto  been  walk- 
ing about  the  room — and  yielded  to  a  fit 
of  laughter,  which  required  all  the  for- 
bearance and  the  philosophy  of  Laura  to 
endure  without  any  very  apparent  symp- 
tom of  contempt  and  anger. 

"  ^ly  dear  girl,  discard  that  rueful 
countenance,"  exclaimed  he,  endeavour- 
ing to  recover  his  former  degree  of  com- 
parative gravity,  '*  or  I  shall  inevitably 
relapse  !  I  perceive  there  is  an  affaire  dii 
cceur  between  you  and  St.  Orme,  which 
I  very  much  commend  you  for  entering 
into,  as  it  \vill  not  only  be  an  amusement 
during  your  seclusion,  but  aiford  you  an 
opportunity  of  consulting  the  tastes  and 
expectations  of  a  nian  of  fashion,   for  a 

future 
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future  speculation  ;  for  liowever  the  for- 
tunes of  St.  Orme  have  fallen,  he  has 
been,  I  assure  you,  much  caressed  in  the 
fnst  circles  !  But  you  are  not  putting 
yourself  in  train  to  accompany  me  to  the 
Parsonage  ,*  and  I  am  impatient  to  see 
him!" 

*'  Let  me  entreat  that  you  will  not 
speak  to  him  of  this  horse  you  men- 
tioned," said  Laura,  with  a  supplicating 
mien  and  an  earnest  accent:  "  it  may 
remind  him  of  his  situation  most  unplea- 
santly— most  cruelly  !  As  for  your  ironi- 
cal conjectures  concerning  me,  if  they 
amuse  you,  Sir,  I  will  endeavour  to  hear 
them  without  much  vexation ;  nor  will  I 
excite  your  further  raillery,  by  protesting 
against,  a  mere  jest:  but  1  hope  you  \\ill 
not  repeat  it  in  the  presence  of  any  one, 
Avho  could  be  so  much  mistaken  as  to  sus- 
pect you  of  being  serious  !" 

*^  Upon  my  soul,"  exclaimed  he,  re- 
garding her  attentively  as  site  spoke,  ''  I 
never  observed  you  to  resemble  ilvs. 
Rothemere  so  much  as  at  this  moment ! 
That  slight  bend  of  t!  c  brow^   which  she 

had 
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had  when  she  was  very  pensive,  you  have 
caught  exactly;  but  you  have  more  spirit 
iu  your  countenance,  Laura,  with  the 
same  sweetness — and  then  the  bloom  of 
youth! — My  dear  child,  I  am  convinced 
your  destiny  will  still  be  splendid,  not- 
withstanding  this    d d   faux  pas   of 

Lady  Bellingham,  v/hich,  to  say  the 
truth,  v/hen  first  I  heard,  I  thougiit 
would  be  such  a  blighter  to  your  pro- 
spects, that  you  would  not  be  able  to 
overcome  it." 

Laura,  finding  her  representation  and 
entreaties  so  entirely  unavailing,  and  sad- 
dened by  this  careless  mention  of  Mrs. 
Rothemere,  with  a  heavy  heart  tjjrew  on 
her  pelisse,  and  informed  him  that  she 
was  ready  to  walk  with  him. 


€HAP. 
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CHAR    VI IL 


S  they  were  quitting  the  house,  the 
servant  of  Captain  Rothemere  ventured 
to  remind  him  that  he  had  not  received 
any  histructions;  and  enquired  if  he  was 
to  procure  another  chaise,  which  was 
only  to  he  obtained,  he  had  learned,  at 
the  distance  of  three  or  four  miles  from 

Ad  wan. 

**  Get  me  a  bed  in  the  village,"  re- 
plied his  master;  *^  I  shall  remain  here  a 
day  or  two." 

Laura  was  not  so  much  disconcerted  at 
this  intelligence  as  she  might  have  found 
herself,  had  it  been  wholly  unexpected  ; 
but  she  well  remembered  that  Rothemere 
was  one  of  those  unhappy  beings  who, 
becoming  daily  more  idle  for  lack  of 
proper    employment,     after   having    with 

considerable 
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considerable  effort  transported  themselves 
to  any  particular  spot,  will  from  mere 
sloth  adhere  to  it,  until  chance  or  im- 
perious necessity  remove  them  to  ano- 
ther station. 

On  his  way  to  the  Rectory,  he  in- 
formed Laura  that  his  regiment  w^as  iix 
■winter  quarters  at  the  inconsiSerable  dis- 
tance of  fourteen  miles,  and  that  he 
should  consequently  be  enabled  to  rencNV 
his  visit  very  frequently. — "  I  suppose," 
added  he,  '^  that  you  will  be  suffered  to 
remain  here  until  affairs  are  a  little  ar- 
ranged at  Bellingham  House,  and  a  pro- 
per chaperon  procured  to  reside  with  you 
there :  but  if  the  Marquis  does  not 
shortly  bring  you  forvv^ard,  as  I  consider 
myself  interested  in  your  welfare,  I  shall 
take  the  liberty  of  representing  to  him 
the  very  great  injustice  he  does  you." 

Laura  contented  herself  with  observ- 
ing, in  reply  to  this  intimation,  that  she 
could  not  entertain  a  doubt  but  her  situa- 
tion would  be  vrell  considered,  before 
any  plan  respecting  her  were  determined 
upon  ;     and    wherever    Lord    Bellingham 

VOL.  IT.  I  should 
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should  think  proper  to  place  her,  she 
should  believe  it  her  duty  to  acquiesce  in 
his  decision. 

Captain  llotliemere  was  endeavouring 
to  convince  her,  with  infinite  vivacity  of 
accent  and  manner,  of  the  folly  of  such 
a  tame  and  imbecile  mode  of  conduct, 
when  Laura  rung  the  gate  bell  of  the 
Rectory;  and  he  instantly  changed  the 
topic  to  a  dissertation  upon  the  passable 
decency  of  the  dwelling,  and  its  at- 
tendant conveniences  and  inconveni- 
ences, which  he  discussed  even  after  the 
servant  had  appeared,  with  as  much 
warmth  as  if  he  had  been  on  the  point  of 
becoming  a  purchaser  of  the  premises. 

Mrs.  Aubrey  received  him  with  that 
happy  mixture  of  urbanity  and  ease  he 
was  far  from  expecting  in  the  personage 
liis  imagination  had  sketched  out;  and 
he  was  rather  disconcerted  to  iiiul  him- 
self in  the  society  of  a  well-bred  woman, 
whom  he  had  insisted  upon  supposing  a 
mere  machine  to  make  shirts  and  cook 
dinners  for  a  corpulent  son  of  the  Church. 
Because   he^  had  not   found   her  such  a 

leinii*, 
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being,  he  instantly  exalted  her  in  his 
quickly  varying  opinion,  to  an  altitude 
equally  chimerical ;  and  the  Parson's 
wife,  whom  a  few  minutes  before  he 
could  scarcely  be  prevailed  upon  to  ho- 
nour with  a  civil  reply  to  an  hospitable 
iavitation,  was  now  the  most  charming 
woman  the  world  ever  produced  ;  and  in 
another  half  hour  Captain  Rothemere 
discovered  that  he  was  inclined  to  have 
an  attachment  for  her. 

Laura  \vas  pleasingly  surprised  to  ob- 
serve that  he  now  dismissed  a  great  por- 
tion of  the  airy  petulance  she  had  before 
witnessed,  and  threw  over, his  absurdities 
the  forbearing  decency  that  had  formerly 
veiled  them,  when  almost  unconsciously 
he  had  yielded  to  the  entreating  eye  of 
Mrs.  liotliemere,  which  could  alone 
check  or  restrain  him.  But,  alas  !  the 
entrance  of  Caroline  St.  Orme  and  her 
biotlicr,  \\lio  did  not  return  from  their 
promenade  until  some  time  after  he  had 
made  his  debut,  overthrew  the  reputation 
he  was  almost  acquiring  with  his  fair 
hostess,  and  he  became  again  a  very 
I  ^  fluent 
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fluent  orator  on  very  variegated  topics, 
and  a  man  of  liigli  ton,  in  his  own  esti- 
mation. 

St.  Ornie  had  evidently  some  know- 
ledge of  him;  but  he  was  very  cold  in 
his  salutation,  and  apparently  chagrined 
to  meet  at  such  a  moment,  any  one  who 
had  seen  him  in  that  independent  situa- 
tion it  was  very  doubtful  if  he  could  ever 
more  assume.  His  reserve,  hoN\ever, 
produced  not  the  smallest  effect  upon  the 
familiar  tone  of  Captain  Rothemere,  who 
mentioned  in  the  usual  terms  the  plan  of 
the  last  grand  entertainment  given  by  a 
great  lady,  which  he  applauded  or  cen- 
sured as  it  happened,  commented  upon 
the  last  serious  ballet,  and  the  new  dancer 
it  was  meant  to  bring  forward,  who  had 
attracted  every  human  being  in  London  ; 
and  then  descanted  on  the  probability 
that  the  candidate  for  the  vacancy  at 
Ijrookes's  \\ould  be  bhick -balled. 

iiur  Si.  Onne  pursued  each  of  these 
subjects  \\\[\\  great  inditlerencc,  and 
Captain  Uothemere  then  thought  proper 
to   start   others :    he    declaimed    on    the 

prudence 
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prudence  and  popularity  of  Ministers, 
applauded  their  measures,  and  protested 
he  would  suppoit  them  to  extremity 
yvhh  his  voice  and  his  arm.  He  then  re- 
verted to  th.e  little  chance  Lady  Albinaor 
Lady  Ahnerla  had  of  obtaining  establish- 
ments during  the.  season  now  commenc- 
ing, enumerated  the  divorces  which  must 
shortly  take  place,  and  foretold  with 
significant  wisdom,  several  culbutes  in 
St.  James's  Street  and  on  the  turf.  Yet 
his  prospect  of  success  in  animating  St. 
Orme  momentarily  diminislied,  for  he 
evidently  betrayed  increasing  symptoms 
of  weariness  and  impatience;  and  the 
judefatigaijle  Rotliemcrc  then  addressed 
himself  to  Caroline  :  but  she  was  disqua- 
lified from  taking  a  part  in  the  conversa- 
tion he  sought,  by  the  discomposure  of 
her  brother;  and  as  the  Vvorthy  Captain 
felt  somethino-  verv  much  reseniblino-  re- 
spect  mingled  in  his  ad jp.I ration  of  ]\Irs. 
Aubrey,  Laura  was  tb.e  succeeding  object 
of  his  flippant  attention,  whom  he  ad- 
dressed, sans  ctrtmonley  with  an  obliging 
air  of  kindness  and  ])rotcction,  and  in 
I  3  the 
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the  same  terms  he  had  been  some  years 
back  accustomed  to  use,  vrhen  she  would 
Avith  eager  joy  have  acce[)ted  a  challenge 
to  skip,   or  play  at  battledore. 

She  experienced  the  utmost  chagrin 
and  mortification  at  the  tlioughtlcss  im- 
propriety of  liis  conduct,  because  she 
discerned  that  even  Mrs.  Aubrey  was 
disgusted  by  it ;  and  that  the  glances  of 
St.  Orme  betrayed  a  contemptuous  in- 
dignation, that  appeared  to  extend  to 
herself. 

The  anxiety  tliis  observation  created 
was  however  rather  socjtiied  by  the  same 
sweetness  of  deportment  which  her  friend 
Caroline  had  ever  exliibited  towards  her, 
and  by  the  increased  gentleness  and  the 
most  affectionate  consideration  from  Mrs, 
Aubrey,  wlio  exerted  herself  cqu;illy  to 
repress  her  own  disapprobation  of  Mr. 
E-othemere,  and  to  calm  the  rising  emo- 
tions of  more  confirmed  dislike  that  shot 
from  the  eyes  of  Cecil,  when  he  turiuxl 
them  upon  the  intruder. 

During  the  dinner,  Laura  could  not 
avoid  observing  that  her  tormentor  drank 

nuich 
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jniich  more  wine  tlian  she  had  ever  re- 
marked other  people  to  take  at  so  private 
a  table  as  that  where  he  was  then,  most 
unhappily  for  her  repose,  seated  so  much 
en  famille :  and  she  was  glad,  when  the 
repast  was  over,  to  escape  for  some  little 
time,  the  increasing  misery  of  listening 
to  the  flighty  and  rodomontade  ideas  that 
passed  his  lips  the  moment  after  they  h?xl 
floated  on  his  brain. 

*'  Can  this  man,"  thought  she,  *Miave 
been  the  actual  choice  of  Mrs.  Rothe- 
mere  ?  What  strange  fatality  could  so 
much  warp  her  judgment,  or  what  cruel 
necessity  operate  to  induce  her  to  exist  in 
perpetual  disgust  and  irksome  restraint 
with  such  a  companion  r" 
.  The  remembrance  of  the  Invariable  pa- 
tience with  which  a  wife  so  amiable  and 
respected,  had  endured;  all  the  inequali- 
ties and  infirmities  of  his  mind  and  tem- 
per, and  the  veneration  due  from  herself 
to  the  memory  of  a  being  so  beloved, 
enabled  Laura,  hov/ever,  to  rally  her  own 
forbearing  powers,  and  disperse  some  part 
of  the  disdainful  vexation  that  swell  ed 
I  4  her 
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licr  bosom :  and  painful  tliough  she 
found  the  task,  she  had  resolved  not  ta 
sufFer  any  disapproving  sentence  or  re- 
gard to  escape  her,  when  after  an  inter- 
A-al  of  greater  length  than  was  consistent 
■vvith  decorum,  as  the  master  of  the 
house  was  absent,  Captain  Hothemere 
acceded  to  the  repeated  hints  of  St. 
Orme,  and  consented  to  attend  the  tea- 
table. 

The  tete-a-tete  to  which  they  had  been 
left,  had  not  increased  the  good  under- 
standing between  them,  and  Mrs.  Au- 
brey, as  well  as  Laura,  could  not  avoid 
observing  that  Cecil  appeared  liighly  irri- 
tated, and  with  the  most  marked  disdain 
and  mingled  rage  turned  from  the  object 
that  inspired  such  unpleasant  einotions ; 
^yho  having  contrived  thus  to  impress  the 
mind  of  the  brother,  proceeded  with 
perfect  nonchalance  to  honour  the  sister 
with  his  peculiar  attentions. 

^*  What  has  he  been  mad  and  inconsi- 
derate enough  to  say?"  thought  Laura, 
V  hose  inquietude  increased  with  the  evi- 
dent displeasure  of  St.  Orme.      **  Good 

G— dl 
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G— 'd  !  can  he  really  have  been  Impor- 
tuning him  to  sell  his  horses  or  his  car- 
riage—or has  he  in  any  other  manner  be- 
trayed a  knowledge  of  his  situation?" 

As  the  children  had  now  been  admit- 
ted to  join  the  party,  Captain  Rothe- 
mere  forgot  not  at  intervals  to  incite  the 
boys  to  riotous  sports,  for  which  their 
mother  was  repeatedly  compelled  to  check 
them ;  and  as  the  little  girl  was  more 
timid,  she  was  terrified  and  teazed  into  a 
fit  of  crying,  which  Mrs.  Aubrey  gladly 
made  a  pretext  for  dismissing  them  all. 

Laura  deeply  blushed  for  him  ;  she 
blushed  that  he  could  claim  any  right  to 
be  admitted  to  her  society,  and  was  still 
more  shocked  at  the  wound  wdiich  his 
conduct  inflicted  upon  the  prudence  and 
judgment  of  his  departed  wife.  Mrs. 
Aubrey,  to  whom  she  had  often  \ritli 
overflowing  gratitude  vaunted  the  good» 
ness  and  virtues  of  this  regretted  being, 
seemed  to  comprehend  the  distress  she 
endured,  and  M'ould  not  increase  it,  by 
appearing  sensible  of  the  situation  of  the 
guest  Laura  had  been  the  means  of  intro- 
I  S  ducing 
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duciiig  to  lier  little  peaceful  dwelling: 
for  in  fact  the  spirits  of  Captain  Ilothe- 
mere  Mere  much  elevated  by  the  quantity 
of  wine  he  liad  swallowed,  whicli  co- 
operated very  powerfully  with  their  natu- 
ral volatility. 

He  now  even  ventured  to  attack  ]\lr3. 
Aubrey  herself;  and  importuned  her  to 
conduct  her  fair  friends  to  a  ball,  to  be 
given  the  following  week  by  tlie  officers 
of  the  regiment  to  which  he  belonged: 
but  she  very  dexterously  evaded  his  ur- 
gency, without  affording  him  any  pre- 
text to  consider  himself  offended.  St. 
Or  me,  however,  rather  too  unceremo- 
niously insinuated  that  Ins  sister  was 
not  in  tlie  habits  of  attending  parties  so 
indiscriminately  collected. 

Caroline  coloured,  and  looked  dis- 
tressed at  this  hostile  refusal  of  wh.at  she 
believed  to  be  meant  as  a  civility ;  but 
Captain  llothemere  himself,  not  ;n  the 
least  disconcerted,  turned  to  Laura,  ex- 
claiming— 

**  You,  however,  will  undoubtedly  be 
there!     1  shall  ride  o\er  and  Ci-cort  you 


to 
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to  B ,  from  whence  I  will  contrive  to 

procure  you  a  chaperon  :  I  shall  consider 
7/our  presence,  therefore,  as  a  settled 
tiling;  and  perhaps  we  shall  he  eloquent 
enough  to  induce  Mrs.  Aubrey  to  ac- 
company us." 

^*  Indeed  your  eloquence  would  be 
disgraced  by  certain  defeat,"  replied 
she;  ^*  and  i  advise  you  not  to  think  of 
exerting  it,  where  it  must  assuredly 
prove  unsuccessful,  since  both  of  neces- 
sity and  inclination,  two  things  you  m  ill 
not  expect  to  vanquish,  I  shall  not  de- 
sert my  home.  I  suspect  too  that  Miss 
Delaunie  will  not  be  entirely  satisfied 
^vith  a  chtperon,  whom  she  has  not  some 
little  previous  knowledge  of" 

*'  Oh,  as  to  Laura,"  replied  he,  **  she 
would  be  perfectly  contented  with  my 
single  protectiiu  I  But  you  know,  my 
dear  Madam,  we  must  attend  to  esta« 
blished  customs — we  must  consult  deco- 
rum— we  must  respect  the  opinion  of  the 
^vo^l(l — in  short " 

Laura  observing  a  smile  of  irony  eveu 

upon  the  lips  of  Caroline  St.   Orme^  and 

I  6  the 
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the  still  increasing  expression  of  disgust 
in  the  aspect  of  her  brother,  felt  her  pa- 
tience wholly  forsake  her  when  the  first 
part  of  the  assertion  reached  her  ear ;  and 
she  might  perhaps  have  attempted  to  in- 
terrupt his  elocution  upon  the  duties  of 
decorum,  but  that  she  was  sensible  it 
was  a  more  difficult  task  than  she  could 
accomplish,  without  an  elevation  of  voice 
she  was  unwilling  to  exert. 

But  though  Laura  could  not  in  the 
present  instance  arrest  his  career  of  volu- 
bility, it  received  a  gentle  check  from 
the  sudden  retreat  of  St.  Orme,  who  left 
the  room  with  a  precipitation  that  alarmed 
his  sister,  and  after  a  short  interval  she 
followed. 

'*  Poor  fellow  1"  ejaculated  Captain 
Rothemere,  after  a  momentary  silence; 
*^  I  never  beheld  a  plucked  pigeon  so 
cursedly  sunk! — low,  damnably  low  upon 
every  possible  subject!  I  merely  made  a 
casual  enquiiy  into  the  issue  of  a  certain 
arrangement  allowedly  spoken  of  by  all 
St.  Orme's  friends,  and  I  expected  he 
would  have  flown  up  the  chimney  !'* 

^^Oh, 
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*'  Oh,  for  pity's  sake,"  exclaimed 
Laura,  scarcely  sensible  of  what  she  ut- 
tered,  '*  consider  what  you  are  saying! — 
consider " 

*'  ]\Iy  dear  girl,  I  always  do,"  re* 
turned  he,  employing  his  toothpick  with 
great  deliberation;  and  he  then  resumed 
his  solicitations  that  Mrs.  Aubrey  would 
accompany  her  to  the  military  ball. 

''  To  say  the  truth,"  added  he,  '*  I 
have  already  promised  the  hand  of  Laura 
to  a  young  friend  of  mine,  who  was  a 
very  early  conquest  of  the  fair  Miss  De- 
launie;  and  he  will  be  in  despair  if  she 
should  disappoint  him.  You  remember 
Biranly,  Laura — indeed  you  have  reason 
to  remember  him,  since  I  know  that  he 
was  your  first  attachment :  he  is  now  in 
the  same  regiment  with  myself,  and  de- 
lighted to  hear  that  you  are  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood." 

^'  My  first  attachment  !"  repeated 
Laura,  in  great  consternation. 

'^  Yes,  certainly:  but  if  you  have 
formed  a  better,  it  is  very  natural  that 
you  should  wish  to  sink  the  other — so  we 

will- 
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"Nvlll  not  amplify  upon  an  unpleasant  sub- 
ject— and  1  believe  the  best  thing  I  can 
do,  will  be  to  bring  him  over,  to  urge  his 
own  suit." 

''  Oh  no,  I  conjure  you  !"  exclaimed 
she;  "  reflect;  Captain  Ilothemere,  that 
the  jMarquis " 

'*  My  dear  Laura,"  interrupted  !Mrs. 
Aubrey,  very  gravely,  *'  Captain  Ilothe- 
mere amuses  himself  with  your  credulity: 
he  has  too  much  good  sense  and  good- 
nature, 1  am  convinced,  to  wish  you  to 
hazard  any  improper  surmise,  or  render 
yourself  subject  to  unpleasant*  imputa- 
tions." 

Tins  very  plain  innuendo  was  construed 
by  him  into  a  compliment,  and  lie  as- 
sured Mrs.  Aubrey  that  the  good  opinion 
of  a  lady  of  her  evident  discernment, 
gave  him  infinite  satisfaction. 

'*  1  desire,''  he  added,  turning  to 
Laura,  ''  that  you  will  be  assured  of  my 
attention  to  the  most  mhuite  propriety — 
and  that  I  cannot  propose  to  you  any  de- 
viation  from  its  strictest    rules.     1  have 

too 
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too  much  consideration  for  your  welfare, 
to  lead  you  into  an  error." 

Chagiined.  as  she  had  been  at  tlie  ef- 
fects of  his  folly,  Laura  could  scarcely 
forbear  smiling-  at  the  solemnity  of  this 
assertion,  which  was  enforced  by  ths 
extreme  gravity  of  his  aspect. 

Without  any  particular  invitation,  he 
took  his  seat  at  the  supper- table,  which 
St.  Orme  did  not  attend;  and  Laura  ex- 
perienced  the  mortification  of  believing 
that  the  guest  so  unwillingly  i-ntroduced 
by  her,  had  driven  him  from  the  little 
social  board  where  his  apprehensions  and 
griefs  had  almost  been  forgotten,  and 
that  Captain  Rothemere  had  renewed,  by 
his  absurd  and  boyish  want  of  reflection, 
the  gloomy  ideas  of  degradation  and  pe- 
iniry  that  appeared  to  weigh  so  heavily  on 
his  mind. 

Caroline,  influenced  by  the  private 
sentiments  of  her  brother,  which  she  had 
had  an  opportunity  of  learning,  now 
regarded  poor  Rothemere  with  a  cold 
disapprobation  Laura  too  well  guessed 
the  source  of. 

''  I  shall 
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'*  I  shall  be  included,  no  doubt/' 
thought  she,  *'  in  the  contemptuous  opi- 
nion St.  Orme  entertains  but  too  justly 
of— another  ;  and  I  must  lose  in  his  sister 
such  a  friend  as  I  can  never  again  expect 
to  mcetl" 

This  idea  saddened  her  almost  to  tears  ; 
and  Mrs.  Aubrey,  who  observed  her  de- 
jection, having  taken  occasion  to  com.- 
nient  upon  the  damp  coldness  of  the 
evening,  told  her  that  if  she  would  be 
contented  to  endure  the  con  lined  accom- 
modation it  was  alone  in  her  power  to 
offer  her  during  the  night,  she  would 
endeavour  to  prevail  upon  her  to  remain 
at  the  Rectory. 

Laura  had  felt  the  impropriety  of  re- 
turning home,  where  she  must  singly  re- 
ceive Captain  Rothemere,  if  he  chose  to 
remain  at  the  village;  and  would  have 
joyfully  acce[)ted  a  proposition  she  di- 
vined the  motive  of,  but  that  she  coukl 
not  allow  herself  to  inflict  upon  her  kind 
friend  and  her  amiable  inmates  the  conti- 
nued torment  of  such  an  associate  as  she 
found   her   presence  would    entail    upou 

them :. 
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tliem :  for  she  perceived  that  he  had  not 
the  least  idea  of  forhearance ;  and  that  a 
hint  or  any  apphcatton,  indirect  or  otlicr- 
wise,  made  no  impression  on  his  feelings 
or  his  conduct. 

Mrs.  Aubrey,  however,  easily  over- 
ruling the  feeble  objections  she  advanced, 
Laura  remained  at  her  hospitable  man- 
sion; and  at  length,  much  after  their 
usual  hour  of  retiring,  Mr.  Rothemere 
condescended  to  withdraw,  having  pre- 
viously invited  himself  to  breakfast  the 
next  morning. 

After  his  departure,  Laura  in  a  hesi- 
tating voice  attempted  an  acknowledg- 
ment to  Mrs.  Aubrey  for  the  kind  at- 
tentions so  little  considered  or  deserved ; 
but  her  wearied  spirits  wholly  failed  in 
the  effort,  and  she  burst  into  tears. 

C-aroIine  St.  Orme  was.  shocked  :  she 
felt  something  of  compunction  for  her 
own  ungracious  deportment  during  the 
latter  part  ot  the  evening,  and  a  little 
displeasure  against  her  brother  for  his 
too  violent  resentment  of  the  folly  and 
impertinence  she  now  thought  he  should 

have 
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have    disregarded,     since    his    petulaticr 
must  have  luirt  the  feelings  of  Laura. 

Mrs.  Aubrey  soothed  her  for  some 
time,  but  without  hinting  her  knowledge 
of  the  subject  of  her  regrets;  and  Care- 
line,  with  a  countenance  of  solicitude, 
silently  waited  her  returning  composure, 
which  it  required  considerable  effort  to 
regain. 

'*    Pardon    me,     dear    ^Madam,"    ex- 
claimed  Laura,    '*  forgive  me,   Miss  St. 
Orme^    for   this   weakness—produced   by 
recollections  Mr.    llothemere  so  forcibly 
-  occasions,   of  a  loss  1  must  ever  deplore!'* 

*'  I  freely  pardon  the  effects  of  a  sen- 
sibility I  cannot  disapprove/*  returned 
Mrs.  Aubrey,  **  bat  not  the  apology  you 
appear  to  think  necessary.  1  Avill  not 
however  continue  my  censure  at  present, 
my  amiably  Laura,  because  it  becomes 
late,  and  1  Iiope  repo;^e  will  renew  your 
serenit}^  We  will  now  therefore  separate, 
and  to-morrow  I  expect  you  will  be 
dieerful." 

When  Laura  arose  tlie  next  morning, 
hv   the  attention   of  Mis»  Aubrey,    she 

was 
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was  attcnclcel  by  Dolly,  who  exclaimed, 
as  she  orazecl  round  her  with  satisfaction 
and  approbation — 

**  Lauk,  i\ladam,  what  a  neat  little 
place  this  is!  It  an't  so  fine  as  Ad  wan  to 
be  sure,  nor  a  good  bit  so  spacious  and 
grand;  but  when  folks  has  a  good  name, 
what  matters  that? — liere's  none  of  your 
(let'Oces  here,  nor  your  heart-burnings, 
nor  your  back- bit  in  gs  !  Lauk,  Miss 
Laura,  they  says  as  Mr.  Rothemere, 
when  he  came  to  the  great  house — for 
lie  didn't  sleep  at  the  village,  'cause  there 
wasn't  a  phice,  as  Mrs.  Smith  said,  fit  for 
a  gentleman ;  so,  Ma'am,  as  he  came  to 
see  you,  he  was  axed  to  sleep  at  the 
Park.  Well,  Ma'am,  nothing  would 
sarve  him  when  he  got  there,  but  he 
must  see  tl^.e  house:  so  Mr.  Tomlinsou 
happened  to  be  up,  and  William  went 
and  told  liim  ;  so  there  they  .humoured 
him,  for  he  was  quite  fuddled  and 
afterwards  Mr.  Tomlinson  sits  down  with 
him  to  a  bottle  of  claret,  and  Will  says 
they  was  at  it  till  five  this  morning  1" 

Laura  bit  her  lit),  and  si2:hed. 

''  So 
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^'  So  you  see,  ]\Ia'am,  lie  an*t  mended 
a  bit!  It  was  a  heart-breaking  thing,  to 
be  sure,  wlien  Mrs.  llothenicre  died ; 
but,  poor  dear  lady,  she's  saved  many  a 
salt  tear,   and  many  a  heart-ache  by  it  !'* 

'*  I  hvg  you  will  not  .say  any  more,'* 
said  Laura  gravely  :  **  Mrs.  llotiiemcre, 
whose  memory  you,  Dolly,  have  reason 
to  revere  as  well  as  myself,  never  al* 
lowed  herself  any  disrespectful  mention 
of  her  husl^and,  and  I  will  endeavour  to 
act  as  she  did!" 

**  1  say  any  thing  disrespectful  I  No, 
Ma'am,  I'd  burn  my  tongue  first!"  re- 
turned Mrs.  Maunder:  **  she  Wvas  a  good 
lady  to  me,  and  had  me  taugiit  what  I 
should  niver  have  learned  without  her;  so 
it  an"t  my  part  to  say  a  word  against  her 
kinsfolk  or  trieiuls — no  more  1  shall  ! 
Only  I  just  said  it  to  you.  Miss  Laura, 
because  you  liave  knowcd  all  tlie  Cap- 
tain's pranks  many  a  good  year ;  so  there 
was  no  harm  in  telliu"'  vou  of  "cm  !"' 

Laura  repeated  her  injunction  in 
stronger  terms,  and  tiicn  dcscciuied  to 
the    breakfast-room,      where    slie    found 

Caroline 
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Caroline  seated  in  a  very  thouglitful  atti- 
tude; but  she  arose  at  her  entrance,  and 
saluted  her  with  cordiality  and  kin-dness. 

**  You  v.'ill  be  surprised  to  hear  that  my 
brother  is  on  his  way  to  London,"  said 
she ;  '*  he  left  the  Rectory  above  an  hour 
since,  and  charged  me  to  express  his  re- 
gret to  you  that  he  could  not  await  your 
rising  to  bid  you  adieu.  His  departure 
was  hastened,  he  said,  by  a  letter  from  a 
particular  friend,  wliich  was  given  to  him 
yesterday  evening." 

Laura   was   speechless    at    this   intelli- 


gence. 


''  He   has    fled,"    thought    she,     ''  to 
avoid  Mr.  llothemere!"' 

'^  Cecil  took  an  early  breakfast,"  con- 
tinued ^liss  St.  Orme,  "  Mith  our  lit  lie 
cousins;  and  our  good  I\lrs.  Aubiey 
could  not  prevail  with  him  to  defer  his 
journey  until  the  return  of  her  liusband. 
There  .was  something  very  unpleasant  I 
fear  in  that  unlucky  letter — I  cannot 
imagine  to  what  it  relates;  for  he  assured 
me  it  was  entirely  independent  of  tlie 
disagreement  witli   our  fcVthci',    but  w  hieh  ■ 

his 
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Ills  presence  in  town  could  alone  settle. — 
You  are  displeased  with  liim,  and  per- 
Iiaps  Mith  me,"  resumed  Caroline,  after  a 
pause,  in  which  she  vainly  awaited  an 
answer  from  her  companion  :  *'  indeed 
he'  conducted  himself  strangely  yester- 
day ;  but  his  mind  is  harassed,  and  I 
hope  you  will  excuse  him.  For  myself, 
I  will  endeavour  to  retrieve  my  credit  in 
your  opinion,  and  in  that  of  Mr.  Ilothe- 
mere.  I  know  not  liow  it  happened,  but 
I  felt  uncomfortable  when  I  beheld  Cecil 
so  grave;  and  1  fear  I  gave  you  occasion 
to  tliink  me  very  ill  tempered." 

''  Oh  do  not  thus,  I  entreat  you,  add 
to  my  confusion!"  interrupted  Laura: 
*'  it  is  I  wIk)  should  express  my  regrets 
that  My.  St.  Orme  and  yourself  should 
have  so indeed,  indeed  I  am  ex- 
tremely concerned  that  you  should  have 
been  thus  associated  ^\  ith  a  stranger,  v/lio 
coidd  not  s}U]pathize  in  your  ])icseut 
anxiety  !" 

The  en  trance  of  Mvs.  Aubrey  relieved 
Laura  from  a  conversation,  in  v\  hich  she 
Celt    embarrassed     in     Miiat    juanmT    to 

represent 
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^'present  her  chagrin  at  the  ititruslon  of 
v'aptaiii  Rothemere,  without  betra3'ing 
the  sense  she  entertained  of  his  conduct. 

A  considerable  time  after  tlie  hour 
mentioned  to  him,  he  appeared;  and  she 
beheld  in  his  still  inflamed  aspect  and 
heavy  eye,  the  effect  of  his  late  vigil, 
which  he  little  suspected  had  already 
met  the  ear  of  any  one  at  the  Rectory  : 
but  as  his  brain  was  still  in  considerable 
confusion  from  a  cmisciousness  of  the 
circumstance,  he  preserved  some  guard 
over  his  conduct. 

When  he  perceived  the  absence  of  St. 
Orme,  Carobne  re})lied  to  his  enquiry  by 
repeating  the  occasion  of  her  brother's 
absence ;  and  as  she  now  severely  taxed 
her  patience  and  good  humour  in  com- 
})lim.ent  to  the  feelings  of  Launi,  and 
received  the  attentions  of  Rotliemeis 
with  tolerable  complacency,  he  instantly 
flattered  himself  that  the  liaiidsome  sister 
of  the  proud  St.  Oi-me  had  become  the 
captive  of  his  seductive  graces;  aud  in 
this  happy  idea  he  toiturcd  Carolip.e 
the  whole  day,    v/hich  he  passed  without 

seruj^le 
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scruple  at  the  Rectory,  by  obstinately 
persisting  in  the  most  absurd  efforts  to 
improve  this  imaginary  predilection  :  an 
attempt  that  betrayed  him  into  such 
numberless  fopperies,  and  produced  a 
display  of  such  ridiculous  pretensions, 
that  when  Laura  again  laid  her  head 
upon  her  pillow,  she  wept  with  mortifi- 
cation, whilst  her  chagrin  M\as  at  inter- 
vals interrupted  by  sudden  and  uncon- 
troulable  sensations  of  merriment  at  the 
follies  that  rose  to  her  recollection. 


CHAP.    IX. 


A.  ilE  third  day  from  his  ariival  re- 
lieved the  whole  party;  for  he  was  then 
compelled  to  return  to  the  place  where 
liis  regiment  ^\■as  (juartered  :  but  he 
failed  not  to  urge  to  the  last  moment  the 
presence  of  Mrs.  Aubrey  and  her  young 
fiiends  at  the  intended  Ji/e,  and  at  his 
5  departure 
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clepartiire  again  threatened  Laura  with  a 
visit  from  Captain  Biranly,  who  still  re- 
iiiembered  her,  he  said,  with  particular 
interest. 

Slie  was  now  seriously  alarmed  at  tliis 
repeated  intimation,  for  she  feared  the 
visits  of  this  young  man,  which  Mr. 
ilothemere  "appeared  so  well  inclined  to 
encourage,  would  inevitably  reach  tlie 
knowledge  of, Lord  John  or  the  Marquis, 
and  plunge,  her  perhaps  into  disgrace 
with  one  or  botli. 

The  present  object  of  her  inquietude 
was  the  second  son  of  a  Peer,  whose 
whole  revenue  was  to  be  found  upon  the 
pension  list  :  lie  had  been  introduced  to 
i\lrs.  Rotheniere  by  her  husband  whilst 
they  resided  in  Dorsetshire,  when  lie  was 
yet  a  tall  lad  of  sixteen,  carrying  a  pair 
of  colours  about  the  country  of  Aviiicb 
his  father  was  an  hereditary  senatar,  witii 
a  very  liglit  heart,  and  scarcely  a  shilling 
in  his  pocket  to  pay  the  postage  of  those 
letters  of  remonstrance,  carrying  the  su- 
perscription of  the  Honourable  Henry 
Biranly,   wlv.ch  unhappily  were  very  fre- 

voL.  II.  K  quently 
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quently  addressed  to  him  by  the  friend 
who  had  procured  him  liis  commission, 
and  from  whose  interest  he  expected  pro- 
motion. 

Airs.  Rothemerc  was  pleased  with  his 
perfect  good-humour,  and  compassion- 
ated his  untutored  youth  and  dangerous 
situation,  which  rendered  him  respon- 
sible as  a  man  for  the  foUies  of  a  boy  : 
she  gently  checked  the  extravagances 
her  liusband  would  have  encouraged,  who 
laughed  at  the  restraints  imposed  by  pru- 
dence and  discretion,  wiiilst  she  exhorted 
the  young  Ensign,  for  the  sake  of  his 
future  peace  and  happiness,  to  attend  to 
their  dictates. 

Biranly  liked  the  society  of  Captain 
Rothemere,  and  generally  preferred  the 
tenor  of  his  lectures  to  those  of  his  wife : 
but  he  highly  respected  her,  and  wild  as 
he  was,  regretted  that  his  mother  had 
not  resembled  the  only  being  his  levity 
had  ever  suffered  him  to  listen  to  with 
patience  and  conviction. 

Laura,     on    their    first    acquaintance, 
M^as  too  young   to  attract   his  attention 

but 
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but  as  a  lovely  child,  upon  whom,  liow- 
ever,  he  lavished  as  many  useless  presents 
as  the  very  limitted  extent  of  his  purse 
would  allow;  but  after  an  absence  of 
three  years  from  his  native  country,  in 
which  time  he  had  been  promoted  to  a 
Lieutenancy,  upon  his  return  he  flew  to 
his  Dorsetshire  friends,  even  before  he 
visited  his  family;  and  as  Laura  was  the 
fu'st  handsome  girl  he  had  beheld,  except 
an  innkeeper's  daughter,  whom  he  had 
much  admired  in  his  hasty  progress,  he 
lost  no  time  in  parting  with  his  heart, 
M'hich  in  truth  was  still  a  present  by  no 
means  of  the  common  stamp,  for  it  was 
yet  entirely  free  from  cares,  inquietudes, 
gTiefs,  alarms,  envy,  ambilion,  jealou- 
sies,  and  vexations  of  every  kind. 

He  remained  in  Dorsetshire,  under  the 
influence  of  his  youthful  attachment, 
and  the  satisfaction  he  tasted  with  his 
friends,  whom  alone  he  had  regretted  in 
his  exile,  so  long,  that  his  father,  who 
was  not  apprized  of  his  destination,  had 
serious  thoughts  of  advertising  him  in 
handbills  and  in  the  daily  papers. 

K  2  But 
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But  at  length  l\Irs.  Kothemcre  suc- 
ceeded ill  persuading  her  husba.nd  of  the 
propriety  of  adding  his  admonitions  to 
her's,  to  induce  Biranly  to  visit  tlie  })a- 
tcrnal  roof;  and  very  unwiUingly  he  left 
tliem,  with  the  hope  of  returning  when 
the  ceremonials  of  family  duties  and  at- 
tentions were  fulfilled. 

lie  found  charms,  however,  in  the 
dissipations  of  the  metropolis,  to  coun- 
terbalance the  agremens  he  had  experi- 
enced with  his  rural  associates;  and  in  a 
few  months  his  father,  avIio  now  pos- 
sessed a  lucrative  j^lace  in  addition  to  liis 
pension,  })rocured  him  a  company,  and 
paid  the  debts  he  had  contracted,  upon 
condition  that  he  immediately  joined  liis 
regiment,  and  abstained  from  the  fasci- 
natino'  deliohts  of  London  for  a  o'iveii 
period. 

To  these  impertinent  stipulations  lie 
was  compelled  to  submit;  but  he  found 
means  to  make  a  very  circuitous  route 
whilst  he  obeyed  the  former  injunction, 
that  he  might  state  to  the  Rothemercs  in 
person   the  necessity  he  was  in  of  fore- 


going 
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going  tlie  visit  he  hucl  promised  himselK 
liis  heart  then  received  a   second   shock 
from    the    improved     beauty    of    Laura, 
whilst   his  feelings  were    still    more  seri- 
iYMV  wounded  by  o!)serving  the  decayed 
herdth  of  her  revered  friend,  whose  death, 
when  lie  heard  it,  lie  sincerely  lamented. 
Captain  Biranly  had  now  acquired  more 
experience  and   knowledge  of  mankind  ; 
but  though  he  could  make  a  considerable 
allowance  for  his  former   want  of  discri- 
ini^nation,     he  could  scarcely  imagine  it 
possible  that  the  absurdities  v/hich  were  at 
.j)resent  so  conspicuous  in  the  character  of 
Ilothemcre,  should  have  lutherto  existed, 
so  entirely  unobserved  by  him,   young  as 
"he  was,   at  the  time  when  he  was  princi- 
pally in  the  habit  of  associaUng  with  his 
family:    and    at  length  the  enigma  was 
solved  by  an  oilicer,   who  like  himself  had 
seen    and    respected    Mrs.    Rot  he  mere— 
from    him  lie    learned    that  lier  influence 
had    ever    been    indefatigably  exerted  to 
make  liim  a])pear  in  the  eye  of  the   world 
a  reasonable  being;   ami  t'lough  she  could 
not    wholly    succeed,     she    had    at  least 
K   3  proved 
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proved  that  her  cares  had  not  for  th^j 
moment  been  unavailing,  by  tlie  in- 
creased eccentricity  of  his  coiuhict  when 
she  could  no  longer  watch  over  it. 

Yet  Biranly  still  retained  lor  him  an 
habitual  regard,  preserved  in  part  by  tlie 
recollection  of  his  former  unrestrained 
hospitality,  and  still  more  from  veneratioii 
to  the  memory  of  a  v/oman  he  had  so 
perfectly  esteemed;  and  wlien  from  tlie 
communication  of  Captain  llothemerc  he 
learned  tliat  Laura  Delaunic  Avas  in  their 
neighbourhood,  some  remains  of  the  in- 
terest he  once  felt  for  her,  united  with 
the  ennui  of  his  situation,  and  curiosity 
to  ascertain  if  she  was  as  engaging  and 
handsome  as  he  remembered  her  to  have 
been,^  induced  him  to  encourage  the  ex- 
pedition Ids  friend  had  for  a  fortnight 
past  talked  of  undertaking.  His  particn- 
lar  mention  therefore  of  Biranly  had 
some  foundation  in  truth,  and  was  not, 
as  Laura  at  intervals  had  hoped,  the  mere 
effect  of  his  own  suggestions :  but  fortu- 
nately for  her  feelings,  neither  Mr.  St. 
Onne    nor    his    sister   had    been   present 

>vhca 
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Vv  hen  this  young  man  had  been  so  confi- 
dently spoken  of  as 'her  first  attachment — 
an  assertion  tliat  sliocked  her  the  more,  as 
she  w;is  conscious  of  having  received 
some  satisfaction  in  those  attentions  which 
had  been  the  first  offerings  to  the  beauty 
they  distinguished;  and  she  dreaded  lest 
the  girfish  approbation  she  had  long  for- 
gotten should  be  construed  into  past  en- 
couragement, and  Biranly  think  himself 
authorized  to  accuse  her  of  coquetry,  for 
the  repugnance  she  now  experienced  to 
the  repetition  of  sentim.ents  she  had  for- 
merly heard  with  the  mere  reserve  of  timi- 
dity. 

But  the  apprehensions  and  discompo- 
sure the  unexpected  visit  of  Captain 
Rothemere  had  occasioned,  gradually 
abated,  and  the  mind  of  Laura  was  the 
prey  of  other  regrets.  Several  days  had 
passed  by,  and  St.  Orme  returned  not — 
he  (lid  not  even  write  to  his  sister,  as  he 
had  promised,  and  Caroline  could  not 
conceal  her  inquietude,  in  which  Mrs. 
Aubrey  secretly  joined.  Laura  was  mi- 
serable :  she  accused  hersdf  of  being 
K  4  the 
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the  cause  of  his  abrupt  retreat,  by  havin^^ 
imparted  to  a  being -so  Utile  capable  ot' 
delicacy  and  forbearance,  tlie  peculiari- 
ties of  his  situation ;  and  iicr  anxiety  re- 
fused to  be  alleviated  by  the  tale  he  had 
fiibricated,  of  a  letter  that  retjuircd  iiis 
presence  in  London:  it  was  even  perpe- 
tually increased  by  tlie  importunities  of 
the  eliildren,  who  having  been  forbidden 
hy  their  niotlier  to  apply  to  Caroline  for 
the  information  tijey  perpetually  souglit, 
daily  enquired  of  Laura  wlieu  siic  tliought 
he  would  come  back. 

SliC  had  now  returned  to  Ad\^an  to 
sleep,  for  slie  would  not  iuconimode 
Mrs.  Aubrey  longer  than  was  absolutely 
necessary;  nor  could  she  endure  to  oc- 
cupy tlic  apartment  St.  Orme  liad  inha- 
bited, when  she  considered  herself  as 
accessory  tcr  his  having  abandoned  it  with 
a  precipitation,  and  at  a  moment  so  dis- 
tressing :  but  as  she  was  passing  her 
hours  as  usual  with  her  fiiends,  Caroline 
one  day  expressed  some  ii^clination  to  see 
the  house  and  private  grounds  of  the 
I'darcjuis;     and    both    I\lrs.    Aubrey    and. 

Laura, 
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I.auia,  pleased  with  the  hope  that  slie 
might  thus  ohtain  a  respite  of  a  few 
hours  iVoai  the  tormenting  inquietude 
that  harassed  lier  spirits,  caught  at  the 
casual  an«:l  half- expressed  wish  that 
had  escaped  her,  and  it  was  settled  that 
IMiss  St.  Onne  should  visit  her  young 
friend  at  the  Park  tlic  next  mornins:. 

Laura  had  anxiously  expected  Iier  until 
one  o'clack,  and  now  began  to  appre- 
hend that  hei*  at;pearance  v/as  retarded  by 
some  serious  :iccident:  —  impressed  by  this 
fear,  sViC  liad  resolved  to"  walk  over,  and 
ascertain  the  reason  of  a  delay  so  unex- 
pected, when  she  heard  the  door  of  the 
antiroom  open,    and  steps  pass  across  it. 

"  Caroline  is  come!"  she  exclaimed, 
fxelinu'  t'le  siulden  alacrity  ^\•hich  a  relief 
from  incjiiietude  bestows;  and  flying  for- 
ward to  meet  her  fiiend,  belield  a  ser- 
vant |?recediiig  Captain  Rothemere  and"  a 
.si ranger,  v\lionf  she  soon  recognised  to 
be  iJiianiy. 

The  sutiden   alteiation   of  her  counte- 
nance,   which    could   not  have  escaped  an" 
eye    commonly   observant,     was    entirely- 
K  J  lost; 
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lost  Upon  the  fliglity  llotbemerc,  wliilst 
the  many  images  that  crowded  to  lier  re- 
membrance, produced  by  the  well-recol- 
lected figure  and  aspect  of  Captain  Iji- 
ranly — images  that  recalled  the  tender- 
ness and  considerate  goodness  ()f  her  loit 
preceptress,   added  to  her  distress. 

''  My  dear  Laura,"  said  I\Ir.  RotiiC- 
mere,  *'  I  present  to  you  a  former  asso- 
ciate of  your's,  Vvho  is  charmed  w  ith  the 
opportunity  that  permits  him  to  claim  a 
renewal  of  your  ancient  amity.'' 

Laura,  teazed  by  this  dtbut,  which 
promised  a  succeeding  tissue  of  inconsi- 
derateness  equally  pj-ovoking  and  impro- 
per, felt  an  indignant  colour  suffuse  her 
cheeks;  and  she  coolly  bowed  tothc  con^i- 
pliment  that  immediately  followed  fiom 
the  lips  of  Biranly,  who  appeared  ratlier 
disconcerted  at  the  opening  speech  of  1  is 
conductor,  and  at  the  dignit\  with  which 
it  was  received. 

**  Vv'e  came  over  this  morning,''  re- 
sumed Mr.  llothemere,  "  to  inform  you 
that  our  ball  is  fixed  for  Thursday  :  we 
shall  remain    in   the  vicinity    of  Adwan 

thcrcfoie 
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tlierefore  until  Thursday  morning,  when 
^ve  expect  to  have  the  honour  of  escort- 
ing, not  only  your  fair  self,  but  Mrs. 
Aubrey  and  the  gentle  Caroline,  to 
B ." 

'*  Is  it  possible  that  you  should  have 
misunderstood  Mrs.  Aubrey,''  said  Laura 
gravely,  **  when  she  so  repeatedly  de- 
clined this  proposal  when  you  were  last 
here?  Indeed,  Sir,  if  such  is  your  ex- 
pectation, I  believe  it  will  be  wholly  dis- 
appointed." 

**  Not  wholly  Ihope, "'  said  Biranly. 

'*  Oh  nonsense!"  exclaimed  his  friend  : 
**  Laura  cannot  succeed  in  making  us 
suppose  that  if  she  could  not  get  to 
B ,  she  would  not  be  the  most  cha- 
grined of  the  party/' 

^*'  1  will  not  be  so  ungratefulj"  re- 
turned I-^ura,  endeavouring  to  force  a 
smile  over  her  countenance,  ^'  to  allow 
you  to  form  a  suspicion  of  my  indiffer- 
ence for  the  success  of  your  charitable 
expedition  in  my  favour;  but  indeed  my 
acknowledgments  must  be  confined  to 
K  6  vour 


204  THE    WIFE    AXD 

TOur  good    wishes;     for    Mrs.   Aubrey   I 

know  is  quite  decided,    and " 

**  And  is  her  prudish  obstinacy  to  deter 
you  from  am  using  yourself  so  unobjec- 
tionablv?"  interrupted  Rothemere,  irr:- 
tated  at  her  opposition,  which  lie"  thougljt 
very  impertinent:  *' did  I  not  tell  }  ou 
that  I  could  procure  you  a  chaperon  from 

B ?     Thcie     is    I;,Irs.    Vernon,     you 

know',  Harry,  who  would  ride  over,  I 
am  certain,  without,  hesitation,  to  oblige 
us,"- 

''Or  Lady  ^¥ebber,"  -  said  Biranly, 
*'  if  Miss  Delaunie  will  allow  us  to  urge 
a  point,  against  wljich  I  hope  slie  has  no 
particular  objection — Lady  Webber  would 
1  am  assured  think  herself -"" 

*'  D — n  the  old  witch!'  exclaimed 
Rothemere  violently  :  *'  there  is  not 
such  a  harpy  in  St.  Jauies's  paribh !  She 
was  not  satisfied  with  flcecingjjoor  Fan- 
shaw  last  night ;  the  cursed  hyeena  must 
clciw  me  for  forty  pounds  f 

Biranly  bit  his  lip  at  the  wisdom  of  his 
friend,   ia  thus  displaying  to  the  utmoi^t 

advantage 
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advantage  the  character  of  the  lady  he 
Lad  however  wished  to  recommend  in 
]) reference  to  INlrs.  Vernon,  who  was  in 
tact  the  more  improper  person  of  tic 
two. 

*'  If  Lady  Webber  is  so  dangerous  a 
personage/*  said  Laura,  ^'  I  am  not  cou-- 
rageous  enongh  to-  tiiist  myself  near  her : 
and  I  tliank  you,  ?'Jr.  Ilothemere,  for. 
your  candid  information.',' 

^ '  Persiflage  is  not  you r  fo rtc,  c h  i  1  d ,  '* 
r(^turned  lie:  "  indeed  i  think  it  wry.  in- 
solent in  any  woman  to  attempt  a  thing-. 
of  that  kind — — itJs  confoundedly  unL-e- 
Goming  in  most  of  your  sex,  and  F  would 
advise  you  to  drop  tiiat  tone.  If  you 
object  to  the  old  hag  however,  who  is 
quite  good  enough  though,  let  me  tell 
you,  for  a  chaperon,  why  there  is  Mrs. 
Vernon,  the  most  engaging  creatiu'e  in 
the  world,   without  fault  or  blemisli  !"' 

*'  ToLi  made  the  eulogium  of  Lady 
Webber,"  said  Laura,  witli  a  smile, 
*'  and  I  expect  that  Captain  iiiranly  wjJL 
in  return  favour  me  witli  that  of  ZnLs*. 
Vernon,"' 

\\  I .  a  L 
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'*  What  have  you  heard  of  Mrs.  Ver- 
non ?"  demanded  Rothemere,  liastilv, 
and  preventing  liis  friend,  mIio  was  begin- 
ning to  re])ly  to  this  hint.  "  I  assure 
you,  upon  my  honour,  it  is  the  cahminy 
of  the  prudes  of  her  own  sex,  and  tlie 
disappointed  ones  of  our"s — rankeahimny 
and  envy  at  her  superior  beauty  and  wit ! 
Eut  that  is  of  little  consequence  to  a  wo- 
man whose  mind  is  so  far  above  the  tattle 
of  silly  gossips  1" 

Laura,  wiio  had  by  this  exculpation  of 
her  champioji,  completely  ascertained  the 
character  of  the  lady  under  whose  pro- 
tection Mr.  Rotiiemere  was  so  earnest  to 
place  her,  was  now  more  incensed  agalnst- 
hiim  than  she  had  ever  yet  suffered  herself 
to  be,  since  his  intentions,  even  if  they 
proceeded  from  extreme  inconsiderate- 
ness,  if  she  had  weakly  yieided  to  them, 
miglit  have  done  her  an  iireparable  injury. 

"  You  have  now,"  replied  she,  with  a 
very  grave  countenance,  "  sufficiently 
discussed  the  merits  of  either  lady;  ami 
any  further  comment  from  yourself  or 
Captain  Biranlv  is  wh(>l!y  unnecessary." 

*'Well, 
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*'  Well,  now  you  are  a  reasonable 
being!"  exclaimed  llothemere,  shaking- 
her  hand  with  an  air  of  great  cordiality. 
**  Mrs.  Vernon  shall  then  ride  over  on 
Wednesday  evening,  and  you  can  ac- 
company her " 

At  this  moment  Laura  distinguished 
the  voices  of  the  little  Aubreys  in  the  ad- 
joining room  ;  and  hastily  disengaging 
herself  from  llothemere,  flew  to  the  door, 
^v'hich  she  opened,  and  discovered  that 
their  mother  accompanied  them;  but  not 
Caroline. 

*'  What  has  happened?"  asked  Laura, 
in  terror.  '^  Dear  Madam  !  where  is 
Miss  St.  Ormer" 

'^  She  remains  with  my  good  man," 
replied  JMrs.  Aubrey,  "  who  returned 
about  an  hour  and  a  half  since  :  he  is 
much  fatigued,  or  he  would  have  walked 
liither;   so  I  must  conduct  you  to  him." 

Laura  impatiently  wished  to  enquire 
into  the  success  of  his  embassy;  but  she 
was  nov/  assisted  by  Mr.  llothemere  in 
recalling  to  her  memory  that  she  had 
other  and  less  welcome  companions;  ibr 
^  lie 
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lie  advanced  to  Mrs.  Au^iey  witii  the  air 
of  a  long  and  approved  aequaintance, 
and  Introduced  to  lier  Ijis  ^ortliy  friend 
Captain  Biranly,  who  v.as  nov/  again 
sliocked  at  the  coUhiess  w  i:!i  wdiicli  t\m 
annvmciation  of  his  name  was  received. 

lull's.  Aubrey  felt  indeed  niuch  emhar- 
rassed  between  'her  natural  frankness  and 
hospitality,  and  the  entire  disa'pj.'iobatioii 
slie  experienced  of  th.I;i  inconsiderate  and 
very  iiidelicate  repetition  of  the  vi^it  of 
Ko'chcmere,  aceoin.j)anied  b}'  another  jjcr- 
son,  who  \\as  a  still  more  iinj)roper  guest 
foi  Lam'a  to  receive;  aggi-;i\ated  l<y  tlie 
inconvenience  of  tlie  n^onient  t(;o  1  — 
ulien  her  husl)a!ul  wcary^  and  wisiiing  to 
indii1<i"e  himself  in  tlie  societv  of  his  fa- 
nfily,  must  feel  a\-ersefrom  tlie  trouble  of 
receiving  strangers,  wlio  v^oiilcl  undoubt- 
edly suppose  themselves  erjiiiled  to  every 
exertion  of  courtesy. 

Biranly,  \vho  had  attended  to  the  vcw 
sentences  that  had  passed  between  Laura 
and  her  fiieiul,  and  had  sense  enough  to 
j'.erceive  tliat  liis  j)resence  wastlicn  incon- 
%enieiit  and   innvislicd   for,    infoimcd   Ins 

companiou 


IHE    MISTRESS.  L*09 

coinpanlon  that  he  was  proceeding  imme- 
diately to  the  [dace  they  had  iixtd  wpoii 
lor  their  temporavy  residence,  w  hich  v/as 
the  next  past*town,  and  enquired  it'  he 
chose  to  accompany  h.ini. 

*'  By  no  means,"    replied  liothcmeie, 
with  an   air  of  surprise;    "       w  hh  ttbc 
presented  fu'st  to  ^Ir   Aubrey  !" 

*'  I  may  perh.aj>3  be  equally  desirous  of 
tliC  same  honour,"  replied  the  other; 
"  but  I  should  wisii  to  Ihuha  proper  time 
to  solicit  it.  I  will  therefore  bid  you 
farewell  for  the  present." 

And  with  a  silent  salutation  to  Mis. 
Aubrey  and  Laura,  lie  vanished. 

*'Stay,  Harry  1"  exclaimed  Ilothcmere: 
**  where  the  devil  are  you  flying  in  sucli 
a  confounded  hurry  ?" 

If  this  remonstrance  were  heard,  it  was 
not  attended  to,  for  Biranly  neither  re- 
turned nor  replied ;  and  his  friend  e>t- 
pressing  a  fear  that  the  whimsical  fellow 
might  ride  back  to  B ,    pursued  liiiri. 

"  My  dear  iNIiss  Delaunie/'  said  Yivs, 
Aubrey,  "  1  am  distressed  that  1  cannot 
appear  to  pay  that  attention  to   C.^qjtaiiL 

ilothcur.cre 
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K:;tlienicic  and  liis  conijjjinion  which  my 
esrecin  and  affection  for  you  ■would  impet. 
mc  to,  were  their  visit,  situated  as  you 
are,  entirely  proper;  but  indeed  Captain 
Rothenicje  should  consider——"' 

*'  Ah,  Madam!"  interrupted  Laura, 
**  if  he  had  ever  possessed  consideration, 
would  he -" 

She  paused,  and  her  friend  continued. 

*'  Could  I  but  defer  the  invitation  M\\ 
Jlotheniere  evidently  expects  until  to- 
morrow, my  good  man  would  be  better 
enabled  to  receive  thern;  for  at  pre^ent 
}ie  has  not  only  fatigue  to  oppress  him, 
but  loMcred  spirits,  as  he  has  net  suc- 
ceeded with  Sir  William  St.  Orme  by  any 
means  to  the  extent  of  his  expectations, 
and  he  is  chagrined  that  Cecil  should  at 
this  moment  be  in  town :  indeed  he 
fears " 

**  Not  succeeded!"  repeated  Laura,  in 
extreme  agitation:    "  Oh  Heaven  !  what 

will  become  of but  you  were  saying, 

dear  ^ladam— -I  mean — that  is,  I  entreat 
you  not  to  bestow  a  second  thought  upon 
the  incliuatioai  expressed   by  I\ir.  Rothe- 

uicre 
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mere   to  be  admitted   to  the  Rectory  to- 
tl'iy—he  may  now  be  returning  possibly 

to  B ,    without    any    further    idea  of 

pressing  it;  and  even  if  h.e  should- '* 

The  subject  of  their  conversation  at 
this  moment  re  appeared,  panting  with 
the  haste  he  had  used,  and  exehiimed 
that  Biranly  had  mounted  his  horse,  and 
had  rode  oif,  before  he  could  overtake 
him. 

*'  Since  it  is  so,"  said  Mrs.  Aubrey, 
**  and  you  may  probably  wish  to  follow 
your  friend,  perhaps  1  may  inform  M\\ 
Aubrey  that  you  will  partake  our  family 
dinner  to-morrow,  at  wluch  we  shall  be 
equally  flattered  to  see  Captain  Biranly." 

'*  To-morrow !"  repeated  he — ^*  Oh-, 
the  very  thing!  Mrs.  Aubrey,  upon  my 
soul  you  are  an  angel  of  a  woman  !  I 
\v\]\  now  pursue  this  runaway  fellow,  and 
tell  him  of  the  undeserved  favour  that 
awaits  him." 

Then  nodding  a  farewell  to  Laura,  he 
darted  away, 

*^  Ah,  IMadari!"  said  Laura,  regard- 
ing her  amiable  friend   with  an  anxious 

countenance, 
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countenance,  "  your  urbanity  lias  en- 
tailed upon  you  some  unpleasant  and 
most  unprofitable  hours!" 

''  My  dear  Tvliss  Delaunic,'^  replied 
slie,  '*  1  will  inibrm  ycni  without  dis- 
f»4uise  of  the.  motive  of  this  supposed  ur- 
banity; by  indulging  the  wish  of  Cap- 
tain Rotherr.ere  to  be  presented  to  Mr. 
Aubrey,  I  shall  give  my  good  n.ian  an 
opportunity  of  representing  to  him,  at  :i 
momen.t  when  perhaps  he  may  be  inclined 
to  listen  to  him  without  dis[)leasure,  tlie 
extreme  impropriety  of  thus  intruding  m 
your  residence,  situated  as  you  now  hap- 
pen to  be:  and  tins  admonition,  given  in 
the  presence  of  his  companion,  may  per* 
lja})s  liave  the  ^vi;•>hed■tx)r  effect  upon 
buth." 

She  then  called  her  children,  who  were 
play i rig  in  the  other  room,  and  Laura 
accompanied  tlieir  mother  and  tlicni  to 
their  peaceful  home. 


C1IA1\ 


THE    Mr  STRESS, 


CHAP.    X. 

Mr.  AUBREY  received  her  ^^hh  his 
accustomed  symptoms  of  friendshi]) ;  and 
after  Laura  had  remained  with  him  nearly 
half  an  hour,  without  having  tlie  courage 
to  make  the  enquiiies  she  was  yet  anxious 
to  advance,  she  could  no  longer  curb  her 
impatience  to  seek  i\[iss  St,  Orme,  who 
bad  retired  to  her  apartment.. 

IlaviRg  tapped  more  th.an  once  at  tijc 
door,  and  finding  this  signal  not  attended 
to,  Laura  was  withdrawing  in  disappoint- 
ment, from  a  su'pposition  that  her  fr.Vn-d 
might  have  walked  out  unheeded  hy  ti:e 
family,  but  that  she  thought  she  distin- 
guished from  within  the  cimmber  some 
deep  sobs  ; — without  further  hesitation 
she  opened  the  door,  and  found  Caiohne 
indulging  the  grief  she  had  restrained  iiv 

the 
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the  presence  of  the  good  Mr.  Aubrey, 
wlio  was  already  suiriciently  mortified  at 
tlie  account  he  had  been  compelled'  to 
give. 

*'  Oh,  why — wliy  do  you  weep  tluis?*' 
exclaimed  Laura,  springing  towards  the 
mourner,  whom  slie  pressed  to  her  bosom. 

^'  My  brother!"  returned  slie;  "  poor 
Cecil —  r 

'*  Mr.  St.  Orme  T'  repeated  Laura, 
the  colour  forsaking  her  cheeks;  *^  is  lie 
then— is  he  ill?" 

*'  Oh  no,  I  hope  not  !  but  my  father 
^\ill  not  forgive  him;  and  Lady  St.  Orme 
will  not  allow  me  to  return  home,  that 
my  poor  Cecil,  I  suppose,  may  not  liave 
an  advocate  near. him  to  soften  his  re- 
sentment. I  am  the  cause  of  his  misfor- 
tune; and  1  fear  he  \\ill  leave  England 
iind' Europe,  and  die  in  some  wretched 
climate,   far  from  all  ^\ho  love  hlui!'* 

Her  tears,  which  this  almost  involun- 
4ary  appeal  to  the  conuniseration  of  her 
friend  had  arrested  for  a  moment,  now 
redoubled ;  and  as  the  suspected  occa- 
sion of  the  unlucky  absence  of  St.  Orme 

from 
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from  his  best  and  most  revered  counsel- 
lors,    instantly     assailed     the     heart     of 

Laura at     such     a     moment — at     a 

period  that  might  prove  so  critical,  to 
be  driven  from  them — ^'  I  am  the  hate- 
ful cause  of  his  destruction,"  she  se- 
cretly exclaimed,    *'  and  no  one  else!" 

Her  tears  now  flowed  with  those  of 
Caroline. 

*^  Can  you  forgive  me,"  she  cried, 
*'  for  having  conducted  hither  a  man  so 
^lispleasing  to  your  brother  as  to  have 
forced  him  from  vou  ?  I  am  too  certain 
that  his  disgust  against  Mr.  Kotliemere 
compelled  him  to  leave  this  house  !" 

Caroline  faintly  denied  it. 

^^  His  absence,  however,"  added  she, 
^'  from  whatever  cause  it  proceeds,  I 
must  yet  hope  will  not  be  of  any  very  se- 
rious import;  for  to-morrow  Air.  Aubrey 
kindly  travels  to  London,  to  reason  with 
Jiim,  and  endeavour  to  persuade  liim  to 
return  here,  until  something  can  be 
settled:'' 

''  To- 
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*' To-morrow!"  repeated  L.aura. 
.  Again  Mr.  Rotheuicre,  like  an  evil 
genius,  appeared  to  her  to  intervene  ; 
and  having  tenderly  entreated  her  friend 
DOt  to  indulge  her  furtlier  grief,  she  quit- 
ted her,  to  prevent  Airs.  Aubrey,  if  it: 
were  not  yet  too  late,  from  mentioning 
to  her  husband  the  unfortunate  invitation 
she  had  given. 

But  as  slie  entered  his  study,  I\Ir. 
Aubrey  immediately  addressed  her  upon 
tlie  subject;  and  lamenting  the  necessity 
of  his  absence,  proved  it  incontestibly 
to  tlie  distressed  Laura,  by  producing  a  - 
letter  he  had  received  from  Cecil  St. 
Orme,  that  had  been  dispatched  to  him 
whilst  he  was  yet  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  his  iatJier.  it  intimated  that  be  was 
compelled  to  return  to  London  upon  bu- 
siness of  extreuie  importance  to  himself, 
as  it  would,  if  he  succeeded  in  accoai- 
j)lishing  it,  be  the.  means  of  removing 
him. without  dishonour,  from  the  pursuit 
oF  that  insolence  and  those  sneers  he 
found  himself  but    too    well    inclined   to 

iLsent, 
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rc>ent,  and  which  his  altered  fortunes 
would  eternally  subject  him  to  m  Eng- 
land. 


*'  I  am  convFnced/'  he  added,  ''  that 
the  negotiation  you  have  had  the  gene- 
rous friendship  to  undertake,  will  not  be 
concluded  to  your  satisfaction ;  but  I 
hope  that  the  woman  who  governs  my 
father,  vill  not  havesulTicient  influence  to 
prevent  tlie  pro])er  establishment  of  Ca- 
roline. 

*'  I  would  not  have  addressed  this  to 
you  where  you  are,  or  written  at  this 
moment,  but  that  I  think  myself  com- 
pelled to  account  to  you  for  leaving  your 
hospitable  roof  in  your  absence,  and 
with  a  precipitation  that  may  appear  ca- 
pricious and  ungrateful;  and  I  wish  to 
be  the  first  to  inform  you  of  it :  but  to 
convince  }'ou  that  I  cannot  have  any 
view  to  alter  the  resolutions  of  Sir  Wil- 
lian:i,  Avhatever  they  may  be,  by  what 
might  otherwise  appear  an  indirect  threat, 
vere  it  connnunicated  to  hini;   I   think  it 

VOL.  II.  L  necessary 
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necessary  to  state  to  you  tliat  ere  you  re- 
ceive this,  my  destiny  ^viIl  be  decided." 


*'  Most  unhappily,"  said  Air.  Aubrey, 
when  he  supposed  that  Laura  had  con- 
cluded the  letter  she  still  held  in  her 
trembling  handa  '*  I  had  left  Hereford 
on  the  morning  this  reached  it ;  aud  it 
>vas  sent  by  the  people  of  the  post-house 
to  the  residence  of  Sir  William,  who  for- 
warded it  in  a  blank  cover,  without  any 
comment,  to  a  place  at  which  I  had 
casually  informed  him  I  should  stop  in 
iny  route:  but  I  remained  only  a  few 
hours  to  transact  some  business,  and  the 
letter  was  too  late.  A  second  envelope 
brought  it  hither,  a  few  minutes  after 
Mrs.  Aubrey  had  set  out  to  the  park  to 
conduct  you  to  us.  J  received  it  in  the 
presence  of  Caroline;  but  I  entertained 
some  suspicions  that  the  packet  would 
not  contain  pleasing  news,  and  I  retired 
to    read   it,   so  that  she  is    unacquainted 

with  its  contents." 

''  Do 
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*^  Do  not  cast  away  a  thought  upon 
Mr.  Rothemere/'exclauncd  Laura,  ear- 
nestly,  "^  or  upon  his  ill-timed  visit;  but 

hasten,   dear  Sir,    hasten   to  rescue " 

she  hesitated — "the  brother  of  Caroline 
St.  Orme  from  the  destiny  he  speaks  of!" 

"  What  does  he  mean  by  this  ex- 
pression?"  asked  ]Mrs.  Aubrey. 

"  An  exchange  most  proba])ly, "  re- 
plied her  husband,    "  into  some  regiment 

soinir  abroad  :  and   if  so,   I  cannot 1 

will  depart  however  by  daybreak  to- 
morrow:  I  would  immediately  renew  my 
journey,  but  1  find  the  inquietude  1  ha\e 
lately  suffered,  added  to  personal  fatigue, 
has  rather  disordered  me,  and  I  nuist 
allow  myself  this  interval,   I  believe." 

Mrs.  Aubrey  gazed  anxiously  on  his 
countenance  \\hen  he  uttered  this;  and 
wf.en  he  observed  her  alarm,  he  threw 
more  alacrity  into  his  features,  and 
charged  both  Laura  and  herself  to  exte- 
nuate the  inhojpitaiity  he  appeared  to 
commit  towards  Mr.  liotheinere;  and 
that  it  might  not  wear  the  garb  of  insult 
or  neglect,  he  dictated  to  his  friend,  as 
L  2  -well 
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well  as  himself,  an  invitatio'ii  to  pass  a 
second  day  at  the  Ilectoiy,  immediately 
upon  his  return. 

Laura  heard  it  with  apprehension  and 
res'ret:  she  dreaded  the  inconsiderate  and 
forward  familiarity  of  llothemere,  and 
feared  he  would  take  ample  advantage  of 
the  complacency  Mr.  Aubrey  thought 
himself  compelled  to  exhibit,  that  his 
absence,  so  unluckily  timed,  might  not 
be  liable  to  misconstruction. 

She  had  hitherto  prevailed  over  her 
involuntary  dislike  and  contempt  of  him, 
which  she  earnestly  M'ished  to  conceal 
from  others  as  Avell  as  himself,  both  ftoni 
esteem  and  gratitude  towards  ]\Irs.  Ha- 
milton; and  veneration  for  the  memory 
of  his  wife,  whom  she  regarded  as  her 
friend,  her  benefactress,  and  her  deli- 
verer from  the  ruinous  and  cruel  system 
of  Lady  BelHngham,  the  effects  of  Mhicii 
her  good  sense  had  taught  b.er  to  shudder 
at.  But  ]\Ir.  Rothemere  was  tolerated  by 
the  Aubreys,  from  a  knowledge  of  the 
history  of  Laura's  mother,  and  her  obli- 
gations to    the  family   of  her   Juisband, 

who 
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V ho  having  distinguished  her  merits,  and 
readily  admitted  them,  had  so  liherally 
suj)ported  her  in  the  eye  of  the  world  ; 
and  they  thought  it  would  not  be  right 
tliut  the  daughter  sliould  requite  this 
kindness  by  disallowing  the  claim  of 
Captain  Rothemere  to  her  respect,  un- 
conscious though  she  were  of  the  circum- 
stance that  might  have  enforced  it;  but 
they  hoped  to  render  him  sensible  of  the 
opinion  other  people  might  too  probably 
conceive,  were  tliat  unreserved  inter- 
course still  to  subsist  between  ■  them, 
which,  from  habit  and  want  of  reflection, 
he  preserved.  They  knew  little,  how- 
ever, of  his  waywardness,  and  Iiis  perse- 
vering obstiracy  in  a  point  which  any 
one,  by  open  representation  or  remon- 
strance, had  endeavoured  to  turn  him 
from:  but  Laura  recollected   enouo'h    of 

o 

his  former  conduct  to  be  convinced  of 
this,  and  she  experienced  much  anxiety 
for  the  event  of  those  representations 
Mrs.  Aubrey  wished  her  husband  to 
make. 

L  3  When 
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When  the  family  had  assembled  at  then* 
dirmer,  Miss  St.  Orme  liad  so  far  overcome 
her  feelings,  as  to  conceal  any  very  appa- 
rent distress,  and  she  passed  the  remain- 
der of  tlie  day  with  composure.  At 
night,  wlien  she  bade  Mr.  Aubrey  fare- 
Mell,  she  charged  him  wilh  a  letter  for 
her  brother,  and  commissioned  the  good 
man  to  inform  him  that  she  entirely  tK- 
pected  his  immediate  return. 

Mrs.  Aubrey,  who  was  better  informed, 
was  far  less  sanguine  on  this  subject;  and 
she  now  compelled  Laura  to  occupy  the 
apartment  she  feared  St.  Orme  would  not 
soon  displace  her  from. 

Some  hours  after  Mr.  Aubrey  had  be- 
gun his  journey,  though  yet  early  in  the 
day,  this  amiable  woman,  who  in  the 
absence  of  her  husband  was  preceptress 
to  the  boys,  had  retired  with  them  to  the 
study,  whilst  Laura,  endeavouring  to 
amuse  the  mind  of  licr  young  friend, 
had  walked  with  her  to  the  village, 
where  she  was  herself  well  known  and 
beloved,   and  they  had  paid   several  vibits 

to 
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to  the  cottages  that  principally  composed 
it,  when  from  the  window  of  one  of 
these  little  tenements,  she  beheld  C^aptairi 
Kothemere  gallop  past. 

Laura  had  scarcely  time  to  congratulate 
herself  that  he  had  not  observed  her,  and 
was  forming  a  hasty  conjecture  of  the 
motive  for  this  premature  appearance, 
when  Biranly,  who  was  rather  more  lei- 
surely following,  recognised  her,  and 
checked  his  horse,  from  which  he  imme- 
diately sprung. 

V/hen  the  first  salutation  was  over,  and 
J.aura  and  her  friend,  accompanied  by 
him,  were  returning  home,  he  said  that 
at  his  instigation  Captain  Rothemere  was 
conducting  him  thus  early  to  the  habita- 
tion of  Mrs.  Aubrey,  that  he  might  be 
enabled  to  ascertain  if  that  lady  had 
really  commissioned  him  to  deliver  the 
flattering  permission  he  had  received  to 
join  her  dinner  party. 

*'  Rothemere    is   I    dud,''    added    he, 

Avith    an    expresbive^  air,    '*  so  extremely 

figurative   both    in   his    representation  of 

a  n.guage    and    sentiments,     that   having 

L  4  been 
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been  lately  severely  disappointed  by  at- 
tending rather  too  credulously  to  his  rhe- 
torical flourishes,  I  am  apprehensive  of 
being  likewise  deceived  in  this  instance." 

Laura  felt  some  confusion  at  this  hint; 
and,  after  a  n)Oinentary  paitse,  he  re- 
sumed. 

**  Shall  I  venture  to  tell  you,  Misj 
Delaunie,  that  I  was  flattered  into  a  hope 
that  you  had  not  forgotten  those  days  of 
confidence  and  esteem,  when  I  should 
not  have  experienced  the  mortification  I 
yesterday  subjected  myself  to,  with  a 
rashness  I  much  regret?'* 

Laura,  after  some  hesitation,  endea- 
voured to  make  him  comprehend  that  the 
reception  he  complained  of,  arose  from 
her  embarrassing  situation,  and  tlie  little 
regard  his  friend  paid  to  it :  but  as  slie 
knew  not  liow  far  the  rhetorical  Jloii- 
r'islics  of  j\Ir.  llothemere  nfiglit  have  ex- 
tended, she  distantly  hinted  her  dread 
and  horror  of  those  well-known  sallies, 
where  truth  and  decorum  were  equally 
outraged. 

He 
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He  appeared  at  length  satisfied  with 
licr  explanation,  and  then  implored  botli 
]\iiss  St.  Orme  and  herself  to  have  the 
charity  to  inform  him  if  he  might  rely 
upon  the  repeated  protestations  of  his 
friend,  and  venture  to  present  himself 
at  the  mansion  of  Mrs.  Aubrey. 

*^  I  am  so  little  entitled  to  be  thus 
distinguished,"  added  he,  '*  that,  inde- 
pendent of  other  trilling  doubts  that  as- 
sail me,  this  circumstance  alone  is  suffix 
cient  to  make  me  fear  that  the  honour  he 
talks  of  is  merely  imaginary,  and  a  con- 
ception of  his  own." 

They  gave  him  the  confirmation  he 
wished;  which  Caroline  was  enabled  to 
do  by  having  heard  ]\Irs.  Aubrey  ilien- 
tlon  tlie  necessity  she  had  found  herself 
in  of  sending  to  Captain  Biranly  a  mere 
verbal  intimation:  and -the  assurance  he 
urged  had  scarcely  passed  tlieir  lips,  when 
his  friend  galloped  furiously  back,  and, 
without  any  preface,  began  a  vehement 
complaint  against  his  desertion. 

*'  I   Iiad  even   desired   the   servant  at 

the  Rectory  to  announce  you,"  continued 

L  5  ilothc- 
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Rothemere,  in  an  impetuous  accent,  * '  unci 
was  actually  dismounting  myself,  before 
I  discovered  that  you  had  vanished !  And 
that  booby,  that  sacerdotal  scrub,  first 
stared  at  me  like  a  baboon,  and  then 
grinned  in  my  face!  So  I  horsewhipped 
the  blockhead  for  his  stupid  impudence, 

and  rode  back  to  seek  you: d — n  it,  I 

thought  it  very  strange  that  every  clown 
I  passed  should  turn  round,  and  stretch 
his  hideous  jaws  at  me — and  Til  bet  you 
a  h^indred  to  one,  that  whilst  I  supposed  I 
was  addressing  you,  the  rascals  thought  I 
was  making  orations  to  the  park-paling !' 

Biranly  found  the  eagerness  and  trepi- 
dation with  which  this  well-founded  com- 
plaint Avas  uttered,  wholly  irresistible, 
and  laughed  heartily;  nor  could  Laura  or 
Miss  St,  Orme  entirely  refrain  from  fol- 
lowing his  example. 

For  a  moment  his  friend  appeared  in- 
clined to  join  in  the  mirth  of  which  he 
was  the  object ;  but  recovering  a  serious 
aspect — 

*'  Biranly,*'  resumed  he,  "  this  is  not 
a  jest  tome,  faith!     For  I  was  describing 

to 
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to  you  as  I  rode,  a  plan  I  had  just  di- 
gested, to  collect  upon  any  emergency 
the  whole  military  force  of  the  united 
kingdom  in  four-and-twenty  hours,  or  in 
less    time,     upon    either    coast,     as    they 

might    he    wanted and   by    G — d,     I 

have  lost  it  all! — not  even  a  leading  fea^ 
ture  of  the  v/hole  arran2:ement  left !" 

Biranly  was  more  inclined  to  renew  his 
laughter  than  bewail  such  a  fatality ;  but 
with  some  difficulty  he  restrained  him- 
self, and  endeavoured  to  sooth  the  mor- 
tification of  the  unlucky  projector,  who 
was  soon  appeased,  and  then  recollected 
himself  sufficiently  to  address  the  usual 
compliments  to  Miss  St.  Orme  and  Laura. 

As  the  w  hole  party  proceeded  towards 
the  Rectory — ^'  Rothemere, "  exclaimed 
his  friend,  "what  excuse  do  you  mean  to 
offer  to  Airs.  Aubrey  for  chastising  lier  ' 
servant,  and  instantly  riding  olf  like  a 
mad  devil,  without  giving  any  reason  for 
such  an  outrage?" 

*'  By  G — d,  that  is  true,"  replied  he  ; 
**  that  (jucstion  never  occurred  to  mc:  I 
nuibt  hasten,  and  explain  to  her." 

L  6  And 
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And  suddenly  spurring  his  horse,  the 
animal  started,  and  by  the  rapidity  of 
his  motions,  as  he  flew  off  with  his  rider, 
threw  some  part  of  the  mud  of  the  road 
over  Eiranly  and  his  fair  companions. 

**  Our    friend,"     said    he,     regarding  , 
Laura  Avith  a  smile,    *^  is  still  as  youthful 
as  I  ever  recollect  him  to  have  been." 
To  this  hint   she  could   not  reply;  for 
,     the  wild  and  hurried  deportment  of  Cap* 
tain  Rothemere  reminded    her  of  the  in- 
telligence   Dolly    had   given     her    of  his 
conduct  .when  he  had  passed  the  night  at 
Adwan;   and  she  feared,   from  his  appear- 
ance and  manner,   that  he  had  spent  the 
preceding  one  with  as  little  regard  to  so- 
briety and  his  own  health  and  character. 

He  had  not  attained  the  Rectory  wlicn 
the  party  reached  it,  notwithstanding  the^ 
superior  speed  he  had  used;  and  Laura 
wondered  what  new  caprice  had  drawn 
him  from  Ids  intention.  Her  incertitude 
did  not  however  last  long ;  for  before 
Mrs.  Aubrey  had  been  apprized  of  their 
return,  a  labouring  man,  who  was  run- 
uing   towards     the    house    with    all    the 

rapidity 
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rapidity  lie  could  exert,  called  in  an 
easier  accent  to  the  servant  who  was  hold- 
ing  the  horse  of  IJiranly,  and  they  all 
awaited  the  intelligence  he  appeared  so 
anxious  to  give. 

''The  gentleman,"  said  the  fellow, 
panting  for  breath  — ''  the  gentleman  as 
liave  rode  backward  and  hither  ward,  as 
'twere,   for  tliis  hour  or  more,   he -"' 

"  What  of  him?"  demanded  Biranly 
hastily. 

"  He  Iiave  had  a  tumble  at  the  old 
leaping-bar  in  my  Lord's  park,  just  in 
the  nook  that  comes  out  by  the  road-side; 
and  the  poor  beast  of  a  horse  have  broke 
its  knees  on  the  roots  af  the  great  oak 
tree  1" 

''And  the  gentleman?"  asked  Laura— 
"  is  lie  then  unhurt?" 

''  llurt!  bless  your  Ladyship,  yes!  'I 
thinks  he  have  broke  some  bones;  for  he 
can't  move  a  peg,  so  I  come  here  for 
help!" 

Biranly  instantly  rode  off  in  tlie  direc- 
tion to  which  the  man  had  pointed  in, 
telling   his  story,   ^\  hilst   Mijs  St.    Orme 

and 
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aud  Laura  flew  to  Mrs  Aubrey,  ulio^ 
having  heard  the  disaster,  cliiected  the 
labourer  to  return  to  tlie  unlucky  spot, 
and  give  all  the  assistance  in  his  power ;. 
and  having  dispatched  one  of  her  female 
servants  to  the  nearest  house  for  further 
help,  she  sent  John,  the  sacerdotal  scriib,, 
to  a  neighbouring  surgeon,  to  icquire 
his  immediate  attendance:  nor  was  it 
until  she  had  waited  some  time  f<jr  the 
expected  appearance  of-  the  unfortunate. 
Rotliemere,  that  she  gave  a  single  reflec- 
tion to  the  extreme  inconvenience  a  side 
and  additional  guest  must  create  in  her 
family;  for  whose  reception  however,  as 
it  was  irresistibly  dictated  by  humanity, 
she  immediately  prepared. 

After  a  considerable  interval,  tlie  la- 
bourer who  had  first  given  the  ahirm,  re- 
turned to  say  that  the  gentleman  had 
been  seen  by  some  of  the  peoj)le  belong- 
ing to  the  park,  and  they  had  carried 
him  to  the  house  whilst  he  came  away 
for  help:  and  the  other  gentleman  de- 
sired  liim   to  say  the  accident  \ras  only  ti 

broken 
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broken  kg,   and  he  hoped  it  would  not 
be  a  matter  of  serious  concern. 

Laura  was  not  displeased  to  learn  that 
]\Irs.  Aubrey  would  not  be  so  materially 
incommoded  by  the  consequences  of  this 
misadventure,  so  foolislily  incurred  by 
Captain  Rothemere,  as  she  had  at  the 
first  moment  apprehended;  but  she  yet 
felt  considerable  inquietude  that  it  had 
thus  fixed  him  an  inmate  at  Ad  wan  for 
some  time,  which  she  almost  equaHy 
feared  would  be  disapproved  by  the  Mar- 
quis. 

By  the  same  messenger,  whom,  she  li- 
berally rewarded  for  his  promptitude  in 
offering  his  servicCvS,  she  sent  to  Dolly^. 
to  desire  her  to  attend  wholly  to  the  in- 
validj  and  that  she  dispensed  with  her 
services  to  herself,  until  jMr.  Rothemere 
Mere  recovered  :  this  care  over,  slie  pur^ 
sued  her  anxious  reflections  upon  the 
opinion  Lord  Bellingham  migh.t  form 
wlien  the  circumstance  reached  liis  know- 
ledge— more  especially  if  Captain  Biraiiiy 
should  think  it  neccssarv  to  remain  with 
his  friend. 

^'  Wlien 
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**  When  the  news  of  the  iiccident  ar- 

livcs    at    1> ,"     thought    l.anra,     her 

a[)prehensions  increasing*  as  hcv  reverie 
lengthened,  **  Mr.  llothemerc  uiil  pro- 
bably be  visited  likewise  by  oilier  olticers 
oF  the  regiment;  and  the  ^laiquis  hear- 
ing the  story  j)crha{>s  carelessly  or  ma- 
lio'nantly  related,  may  think  himself  jus- 
tified in  condemning  me  for  tlie  utmost 
forwardness  and  imprudence!*' 

The  same  idea  having  occurred  to 
IMrs.  Aubrey,  she  very  delicately  insi- 
nuated to  Laura  her  opinion,  that  she 
should  instantly  send  intelligence  of  the 
affair  to  Lord  J^ellingham,  as  the  sufferer 
had  been  conveyed  to  his  mansion :  and 
thiUS  authorized  by  the  superior  judgment 
of  her  friend,  Laura  having  written 
what  ^Irs.  Aubrey  dictated,  and  sent  her 
letter  to  tlie  post-town  by  a  villager,  felt 
relieved  from  a  considerable  part  of  her 
anxiety  upon  this  subject. 

Soon  after  slie. had  performed  th.is  duty,. 
Biranly  appeared,  who  informed  ]\lrs. 
Aubrey  and  her  young  companions  that 
the  broken   bone  had  been  set;  and  as  it. 

wa:i 


was  only  a  simple  fracture,'  his  friend  had 
had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  that  if  he 
could  prevail  upon  himself  to  be  docile 
and  quiet,    he  M'ould  do  very  well. 

*'  And  Avill  he  not  consent?"'  said 
Laura,   earnestly;    *' is  he  not '* 

*'  Oh  no,  let  me  do  him  justice,"  in- 
terrupted Biranly;  '^  he  has  not  yet  af- 
forded any  room  for  complaint  on  this 
point :  and  as  docility  and  quietism  are 
doctrines  entirely  strange  to  my  friend 
llotiiemere,  I  hope  the  charm  of  novelty 
will  engage  him  to  submit  to  them." 

IMrs.  Aubrey,  who  discovered  that  the 
mischance  of  his  companion  had  not  di- 
minished the  inclination  of  Biranly  to 
avail  himself  of  her  original  intention  in 
his  favour,  confirmed  with  a  good  grace 
the  invitation  shp  could  not  withdraw  ; 
and  lie  found  himself  so  much  charmed 
with  his  fair  associates,  that  it  required  a 
considerable  exertion  of  generosity  and 
goofl-nature  to  quit  tliem,  which  he  com- 
pelled himself  to  do  early  in  the  e^'ening, 
that  he  might  pass  an  hour  with  the  un- 
lucky Rothemere,    before  he  returned  to 

the: 
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tliC  place  where  he  liad  secured  a  lodging. 
But  the  following'  dav  as^aiii  brouo-ht  him 
to  the  Rectory,  m  the  idea  of  conveying 
the  inteihgence,  which  had  already  been 
received,  of  the  favourrJjle  situation  of 
his  friend;  with  whom  he  had  promised 
to  pass  half  the  morning,  which  he  v/ould 
have  been  much  better  pleased  to  have 
wholly  dedicated  to  his  former  favourite, 
Laura  Dclaunie;  who  had,  in  his  opi- 
nion, he  told  Mr.  Rothemere,  more  than 
answered  the.,  expectation  he  had  ori- 
ginally formed  both  of  her  mind  and 
person. 

The  invalid,  on  hearing  this,  attempted 
to  turn  towards  him  too  suddenly  for  the 
delicate  situation  of  the  fractuied  limb, 
and  was  unpleasantly  reminded  of  the 
restraint  he  had  already  anathematized 
with  a  thousand  oath-\  After  a  violent 
outcry,  mingled  with  a  shower  of  re- 
proachful ejaculations  upon  his  own  want 
of  recollection. — 

*'Well,  Harry,"  resumed  he,  ^Mfyoii 
like  the  girl,  why  should  }0u  r.ot  marry 
her?     I  cannot  see  how   you    are  to  da 

better,,. 
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better,   haiiipercd  as  you  are: if  you 

are  inclined  to  take  the  northern  toiuv 
you  know  my  friendship  for  you,  so 
command  my  services." 

Biranly  thanked  him  for  his  proposed 
good  offices,  which  he  neither  accepted 
nor  declined:  indeed  he  had  resolved  to 
be  very  circumspect  in  his  communica- 
tions to  his  companion,  whose  discretion 
and  judgment  were  by  no  means  high  iu 
Ids  estimation;  nor  would  he  even  nave 
ventured  this  euiogium  of  Laura,  had 
not  his  admiration  overpowered  his  predo* 
termined  resolution. 


CHAP.    XL 


A  HE  next  morning  brought  to  r^L.^> 
Aubrey  a  letter  from  her  husband,  who 
had  written  immediately  after  having  dis-- 
covered  the  residence  of  St.  Qi'mc,  for 
the  information  of  which  he  had  applictl 

Willi 


!23()  THE    WIFE    AXD 

with  success  to  a  young  man  whom  he 
kne\7  to  be  his  confidential  friend;  and 
iVom  him  j\Ir.  Aubrey  had  tlie  pleasure  of 
learning  that  the  regiment  into  which  he 
had  intended  to  exchange,  liad  embarked 
for  the  West  Indies  before  tlie  business 
could  be  accomphshed,  tlie  transport 
having,  fortunately  for  St.  Orme,  re- 
ceived unexpected  orders  to  sail  with  a 
convoy  which  was  actually  under  weigli 
when  the  dispatches  arrived  at  the  port. 

*^  Inform  Caroline,"  continued  Mr, 
Aubrey,  ^'  that  I  have  seen  her  brotlier, 
and  received  from  liim  a  promise  not  to 
])ursue  any  further  his  desperate  design, 
without  first  apprizing  me  that  such  is 
his  intention:  but  I  entertain  hopes  of 
being  able  to  set  it  quite  a^ide. " 

This  letter  was  dated  on  the  evening  of 
liis  departure  from  Ad  wan  ;  and  by  the 
same  post  Miss  St.  Orme  had  the  satis- 
faction of  receiving  a  few  lines  from* the 
runaway,  written  the  next  morning,  af- 
ter a  second  interview  Mith  his  friend; 
entreatipg  her  to  pardon  the  anxiety  he 
bad    occasioned,     which    could    only    he 

excused^ 
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t^xcusccl,  lie  said,  from  the  disorder  of 
his  mim\  at  the  time  of  his  leaving  her  so 
abruptly. 

Caroline  was  now  all  hope  and  joy; 
nor  was  Laura  less  delighted  to  be  re- 
lieved from  a  weight  of  inquietude  and 
self-reproach  she  had  more  secretly,  but 
not  the  less  painfully  endured  ;  even 
Mrs.  Aubrey  had  found  her  philanthropy 
towards  the  sufferer  at  the  park  very 
much  weakened  by  the  uneasiness  she 
had  sustained  for  the  misfortune  she  be- 
lieved him  to  have  precipitated;  and  slic 
now  heard,  as  well  as  her  young  friends, 
of  his  apparent  convalescence,  with  more 
satisfaction  than  they  might  have  expe- 
rienced, had  not  intelligence  so  favour- 
able aniniated  their  charity  and  con>mibe- 
ration. 

.Biranly  had  been  compelled  to  return 
to  his  quarters;  but  he  soon  renewed  his 
consolatoiy  visits  to  liis  unlucky  friend, 
and  seized  with  avidity  every  opportunity 
that  offered  ot'  introducing  liiinsclf  at  the 
.  Rectory,  sj)ite  of"  the  rcscr\e  with  w  hich 
Airs.    Aubrey     thought    it    necessary     to 

receive 
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receive  his  attentions,  and  rcpi^l  the  ear- 
nest inclination  he  betrayed,  to  be  ad- 
mitted occasionally  to  the  society  of  her 
young  inmates. 

In  what  lie  believed  however  to  he  a 
fortunate  hour,  when  he  had  one  day 
gained,  access  to  tlie  fair  trio,  Miss  St. 
Ormc  suddenly  interrupted  a  conversation 
in  wldch  they  were  engaged,  hy  exclaim- 
ing— ''  Here  is  Cecil! — licre  is  my  hro- 
therl"  and  pointed  to  a  chaise  that  turned 
into  the  road  leading  immediately  to  the 
house. 

Laura,  in  equal  trepidation,  vratched 
the  approach  of  the  carriage,  which  i\Irs. 
Auhrey  as  well  as  herself  soon  disco- 
vered to  be  a  travelling  chaise  of  the 
•Marcpiis,  occupied  by  a  man  whom  Laura 
Tccollected  to  he  the  steward  of  Belli ng- 
hani  House.  llcr  heart  palpitated  with 
tipprehension  lest  the  mandate  she  sup- 
posed liim  to  bear,  might  be  of  a  distress- 
ing nature;  and  she  heard,  with  increasing 
<lread,  that  he  entreated  permission  im- 
mediately to  deliver  to  her  a  message  from 
his  Lord. 

It 
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It  was  with  some  difficulty  she  com- 
plied witli  this  request,  by  retiring  to 
another  room  to  receive  his  communica- 
tion; and  having  learned  that  the  Mar- 
<|uis  and  the  cliildren  were  in  health,  she 
anxiously  awaited  the  commands  of  her 
father. 

The  steward  then  informed  her  that, 
having  some  business  to  transact  at  Ad- 
v/an,  his  Lord  had  commissioned  him  to 
desire  that  she  Vv'ould  set  out  without 
delay  for  London,  in  the  chaise  that  he 
had  travelled  down  in  for  the  purpose  of 
conveying  her  back;  and  that  the  Mar- 
quis had  appointed  William  to  attend 
her. 

Not  expecting  so  sudden  a  summons, 
Laura  Mas  thunderstruck;  and  the  man- 
ner too  in  M'lnch  this  indication  of  liis 
A\ill  liad  been  dispatched  to  her,  woLinded 
her  feelings — not  even  the  condescensioa 
of  a  single  Tme,  but  a  verbal  connnand 
from  the  mouth  of  a  domestic! 

The  man  who  had  dis[)atched  the  car- 
riage on  to  the  park,  now  withdrew,  and 
followed  it  ;   and   Laura,   w  ith   an  aspect 

of 
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of  grief  and  mortification,  and  the  tears 
starting  from  her  eyes,  slowly  returned 
to  licr  friends. 

Biranly,  who  was  still  ^vit]l  them,  was- 
alarmed  at  the  expression  her  countenance 
exhibited  as  she  entered  the  room,  and 
starting  from  his  seat,   exclaimed — 

*'  Good  G— d!   what  is  the  matter  r* 

''  You  have  not  heard  unpleasant  in- 
telligence, I  hope?'*  asked  ?;Irs.  Aubrey, 
in  an  accent  of  concern. 

*^  Yes,  indeed,"  replied  Laura:  *'  I 
have  heard  that  I  must  leave  Adwan  im- 
mediately—1  am  desired  to  remove  to 
London  !"  \ 

"  Lnmediatcly  !"  repealed  JMiss  St. 
Ornu%    in  a  dejected  tone. 

''  Do  you  know  if  Lord  John  Tra- 
hcrne  is  still  in  town,  my  dear  Miss  De- 
launie?"'   demanded  Mrs.  .Vr.brey. 

*'  No,    Madam,    1   diil  not  recollect  to 

enquire." 

''  When  must  you  quit  usr".said  Ca- 
roline,   taking  her  hand  affectionately. 

''  I    know    not    exactly,''     Laura    re- 

j^lied;    "for    1    received    only    a    verbal 

•c;  message, 
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message,   and  it  was  hastily  delivered  to 
iiie,   not  to  delay  my  journey." 

Biranly,  who  liad  hitherto  been  tra- 
versing the  apartment  with  a  very 
thouglitfiil  mien,  now  eagerly  addressed 
her. 

'^  Perhaps  then,"  said  he,  *'  you 
might  misconceive  this  cruel  mandate  ;— 
it  may  not  be  necessary  to  desert  us "  yet 
for  a  few  days,  or  a  week,  or  a  stili 
longer  time." 

"  We  will  enquire  more  particularly," 
interrupted  Mrs.  Aubrey:^  '*  I  hope  we 
shall  find  it  so." 

This  unwelcome  remembrance  of  Lord 
Bellingham  threw  a  gloom  over  the  party 
they  could  not  overcome;  and  it  Avas  not 
diminished  when  some  time  after  the 
children  ran  into  the  room  in  the  utmost 
consternation,  exclaiming--^ 

*^  Miss  Delaunie  is  going  away:  Mrs. 
IMaunder  is  come  from  the  great  house, 
and  says  Miss  Delaunie  is  going  away!" 

Laura  having  risen  to  confer  with  her 
attendant,  the  little  girl  and  her  brothers 
liung  about  her,  and,  begged  she  would 

VOL.    II.       '  M  stay 
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Stay  that  day — only  that  oi^ie  day!  She 
promised  she  would  comply  with  this  en- 
treaty,  and  then  withdrew'.- 

Dolly  informied  her  }'onno;  Lady  that 
^Ir.  Dawson,  the  London  steward,  had 
told  lier  she  nnist  begin  paeking  up  di- 
rectly, for  the  I\Lirquis  expected  Miss 
Delaunie  at  Belli ngham  House  the  next 
evening  at  farthest,  as  his  Lordship  ^vas 
waiting  to  settre  her  before.he  went  out  of 
town. 

^^  To  settle  me!*'  repeated  Laura,  witli 
a  look  of  alarm;    *'  in  what  manner?" 

'^  I  don't  rigluly  know,  IMa'am,"  re- 
plied Dolly;  *'  but  Mr.  Dawson  says  he 
supposes  Lad}^  Harriet  had  the  ordering 
of  it:  and  if  she  wasn't  married,  she 
would  surely  be  the  new  Lady;  but  .she 
have  got  a  husband  already,  though  she 
have  no  credit  of  one!  Howsoever,  they 
says  she  j)ersuades  my  Lord,  for  her  own 
ends,  not  to  cast  shame  upon  Lord  Tra- 
hcrne  and  Lady  Emily  by  getting  a  di- 
vorce, for  fear  lie  should  go  a  courting 
aa'ain,  and  turn  she  oif !'' 

Laura, 
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Laura,  who  had  daily  dreaded  ta'khig  a 
newspaper  into  her  hand,  lest  she  shouUl 
behold  some  intimation  of  the  divorce 
spoken  of  by  Mrs.  Maunder,  was  pleased 
to  learn  even  in  this  way  that  it  would 
not  take  place. 

''  So,  Ma'am,"  resumed  Dolly,  ''  I 
come  to  let  you  know  what  ]\Ir.  Dawson 
says,  and  to  get  your  orders 1  sup- 
pose we  takes  all  with  us! Oh  Lord  !   I 

forgot — and  there's  the  Captain,  Ma'am, 
making  a  piece  of  v/ork,  and  saying  it's 
d — m — d  unhandsome  and  unconsidered 
of  my  Lord,  to  send  for  you  and  me 
away  before  he's  well;  and  he  says  yon 
are  to  write  him  word  where  you  aie  to 
be,  that  he  may  come  and  see  you, 
Ma'am." 

Laura,  without  replying  to  this  signi- 
fied request  of  Mr.  Uothemere,  desired 
Dolly  to  enquire  of  him  if  he  wished  her 
to  convey  any  letter  or  message  to  his 
sister;  and  likewise  charged  ]\Ls.  Maun- 
der to  mention  her  regret  that  his  confine- 
ment would  prevent  her  from  seeing  iiini 
before  she  left  Ad  wan. 

M  2  '^  Lauk. 
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*/  Lauk,*  Miss  Laura,"  replied  Dolly, 
*'  it's  of  no  use  my  trying  to  get  in  more 
than  a  word  at  a  pull,  for  he  \\'ould  only 
stop  me  twenty  times;  nnd  i  should  ne- 
ver oet  to  the  end  (»f  my  mcssao-e  till  it 
was  time  to  set  off*,  Til  be  bound  for  it ! 
But  as  to  the  packing,  ^Ma'am — I  sup- 
pose I'm  to  get  all  ready,  as  ^Ir.  Daw- 
son says?" 

''  Certainly,"  replied  Laura;  with  a 
sigh:  *'  it  is  to-morrow  morning  then  we 
set  out?" 

*'  Yes,  Ma'am,  as  early  as  you  please; 
and  the  sooner  we  gets  to  Bellingham 
House,  the  better  m.y  Lord  will  be  pleased 
Lm  told;  **  for  he's  in  a  mighty  hurry  to 
get  away  himself  1  hear." 

Laura  now  returned  to  the  party  she 
had  quitted,  M'ith  the  unpleasing  confirm- 
ation Dolly  had  brought  of  her  instant 
removal  from  fi:iends  who  were  so  much 
,endeared  to  her:  an  affliction  which  the 
careless  negligence  of  the  jNIarquis,  in 
thus  almost  leaving  the  day  and  hour  of 
her  departure  to  the  discretion  of  his 
domestics,   did  not  alleviate. 

4  On 
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On  liearing  how  soon  she  was  com- 
pelled to  leave  Ad  wan,  Biranly  (juitted 
the  room  anrl  the  house,  witliout  uttering 
a  syllalde;  and-  Miss  St.  Ormc  having 
then  most  affectionately  expressed  her 
regret  at  tlieir  separation,  entreated  that 
Latir^  would  not  be  induced  by  the  ab- 
sence that  already  alfiicted  her,  to  v/ith.- 
draw  the  friendship  she  h.ad  hioped  to 
confirm. — *'  I  am  sure,"  added  she, 
**  Cecil  will  be  very  much  concerned; 
but  perhrtps  you  may  see  him  in  town." 

This  surmise  gave  Laura  some  confu- 
sion; from  which  Mrs.  Aubrey  relieved 
her,  by  saying  that  she  v/oiUd  charge 
her  with  a  letter  to  her  good  man,  which 
she  begged  her  to  convey  to  him  as  soon 
after  her  arrival  at  Belliingham  House  as 
she  should  find  it  convenient;  an  injunc- 
tion she  readily  compreiiended  the  mean- 
ing of,   and  promised  strictly  to  fulfil.  ' 

Dolly  was  to  adjust  every  thing  at  the 
Park,  and  call  for  her  young  Lady  in  the 
chaise  at  nine  o'clock ;  so  that  Laura 
took  her  breakfast  with  her  friends  the 
next  morning,  and  their  mutual  silence 
M  3  and 
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and  saddened  features  spoke  tiie  regret 
they  wished  not  however  to  increase  by 
any  avoidable  indulgence  of  their  feel- 
ings. 

The  children  were  anxious  to  learn  why 
the  ugly  man  came  to  take  her  away. 

*'  He  shall  go  to  Adwan-drecn,"  said 
the  little  girl,  *'  and  Martha  put  his  legs 
in  the  tocks  !" 

**  .He  shall  be  flogged!"  said  one  boy. 

**  He  shall  be  handed!"  said  the  other. 

Laura  embraced  them  tenderly,  and 
proHnised  to  send  to  each  a  pretty  toy 
from  London,  as  a  remembrance;  and 
she  v/ould  entreat  their  good  papa  to 
bring  it:  but  they  were  not  to  be  con- 
soled, and  protested  they  woiild  rather 
she  came  back  with  him  herself. 

At  length  the  chaise  approached;  and 
Laura  having  aheady  expressed  to  Mrs. 
Aubrey  the  sense  slie  entertained  of  her 
benevolence,  turned  to  i\Iiss  St.  Orme, 
who  exclaimed  mournfully — 

*'  If  I  muj^t  indeed  part  with  you, 
dear  Laura,  at  least  write  to  me,  that  I 
may  be  assured  I  am  not  forgotten  I" 

Her 
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Her  tears  prevented  tbe  rej.ly  she 
wished  to  make,  aiul  those  rcn:ie;Dhrances 
of  (ro()d  wish.es  she  would  have  left  for 
Mr.  St.  Orme.  After  several  ineffectual 
efforts,  she  emhraced  her  friends,  and 
moved  to  tl^^e  door,  wliere  she  was  met  by 
Dolly,  who  told  her  that  Ca{)tain  Rothe- 
mere  would  insist  upon  lier  telling  lier 
young  Lady  that  lie  sent  his  love,  and 
desired  her  journey  might  be  ])ut  off  till 
he  saw  her,  for  he  had  something  of  very 
pelicklcr  consequence  to  say  to  lier. 

"  Isly  dear  Laura,"  said  ^.Irs.  Aubrey, 
'*  I  undertake  to  represent  to  Mr.  Ilothe- 
mere  the  impossibility  of  deferring  your 
departure." 

Laura  thanked  her,  and  requested  that 
she  \vould  likewise  make  her  adieus  to 
Captain  Biranly  :  then  waving  her  hand 
to  Caroline,  and  pressing  that  of  Mrs. 
Aubiey,  she  hastened  to  the  carriage, 
which  imn:iediately  drove  away. 

*'  Well  no\v^  really,   for  my  part,"  ex- 
claimed   Mrs.   JNlaunder,    *'  I   can't  say, 
]\la'am,   as  Tm  very  sorry  to  get  to  Lon- 
don again;  for  there  be  always  something 
M  4  gay 


.^248  TJIE    WJFK    AND 

gay  and  gentecj  to  look  at — and  there  I 
shan't  have  people  hLinting  for  a  secret 
day  after  day,  and  t easing  one's  hear& 
out  to  learn  just  notiiing.  If  you'll  be- 
lieve nie,  Ma'am,  I've  had  no  rest  sin 
Mr.  'Rotliemere  came.  —  *  Oh,  ?Jrs. 
Maiinder,' isays  Susan  to  me,  *  you  arc 
always  so  close!  you  rlidn't  tell  us  of  the 
Captain :  he's  a  lover  wortli  having — so 
free  and  good-natured!* — I  could  have 
told  lier— but  only    I   remembered  wliat 

vou   said.     Miss    Laura else   I    could 

have  told  her  of  his  blusterings  and  his 
passions  as  he  goes  into  for  nothing. 
Howsoever,  says  I — *  He's  no  lover,  not 
he! — he's  almost  old  enough  to  be  her 
father!  and  his  wife,  that's  dead  and 
gone,  was  as  fond  of  my  young  Lady  as 
if  she  had  been  her  own;  and  I  believe 
she  was  her  godmother,  or  somewhat  of 
that,'  says  I.  So  the  old  housekeeper, 
she  comes  in,  in  tlie  God's  speed. — '  Ay, 
ay,'  says  she,  winking  to  ]Mr.  Tomlin- 
son,  '  we  know  all  about  that,  and  more 
than  folks  think  for  !' — Well,  ^la'am,  so 
then   I  held  my  tongue,    you  know — I 

said 
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said  never  a  word  more — nor  I  wouldn't 
if  they  was  to  creep  about  one  ever  so! — • 
Well,  then  they  at  me  again  about  Cap- 
tain Eiranly. —  'There/  says  I,    *  you're 

nigher  the  mark.' Lord,   ]Miss  Laura, 

talk  of  the  devil,  and  you  see  his  horns ! 
— as  I  hope  for  m.ercy,   here  he  isT' 

Laura  was  now  awakened  from  a  deep 
reverie,  by  a  voice  which  called  to  the 
driver  to  stop;  and  looking  out  of  tl»]e 
window  next  to  her,  she  beheld  Eiranly, 
who  had  overtaken  the  carriage  on  horse- 
back. 

'*  JMiss  Delaunie, "  said  he,  *'  I  am 
going  about  twenty  miles  on  the  London 
road,  and  I  will  escort  you  so  far  on 
your  route,  if  you  will  allow  me  that 
honour.*' 

Laura  was  much  chagrined  at  tliis  inti- 
mation, which  was  given,  slie  tliought, 
with  an  air  that  seemed  to  preclude  any 
repulse:  yet  she  declined  his  attendance 
very  positively,  and  hinted  th^it  as  tlie 
escort  appointed  by  the  Marquis  ought  to 
appear  to  her  sufficient,  he  miglit  be  dis- 
pleased were  she  to  allov/  of  ai;y  other. 

M'  5  Biranly 
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Biraiily  combattcci  her  objections,  how- 
ever, with  more  obstinacy  than  argument; 
and,  mortified  that  he  should  take  advan- 
tage of  her  unprotected  situation,  she 
was  compelled  to  give  up  the  point  in  dis- 
pute. Upon  this  occasion,  the  indiffer- 
ence or  neglect  of  her  father,  which  thus 
subjected  her  to  advances  she  could  not 
properly  repel,  severely  v/ounded  her;  and 
the  reflections  that  succeeded,  still  added 
to  the  depression  of  her  spirits. 

On  a  pretext  that  the  cold  incommoded 
Jfier,  Laura  drew  up  the  glasses,  and  pre- 
vented any  further  conversation  until  the 
carriage  stopped  to  change  horses;  but, 
spite  of  her  reserve,  Biranly  then  chatted 
to  her  until  they  again  moved  forward. 
She  felt  piqued  at  a  perseverance  that 
must  be  so  evidently  distressing  to  her;, 
and  again  declining  an}^  intercourse  with 
him,  he  at  length  disappeared,  and  Laura 
began  to  hope  that  he  was  oiiendcd  at  her 
ungrateful  reception  of  his  gallantry,  and 
had  left  her  to  pursue  her  journey  in 
peace. 

But 
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But  Mrs.  Maunder   very  shortly  unde- 
ceived her,   by  putting  her  head   out  of 
the  window,   to    ascertain    the    fact;    an. 
offering  she  made  to  her  own  curiosity. 

'*  Well  to  be  sure!"  exclaimed  she; 
'*  if  the  Captain  an*t  riding  with  Will,  as 
if  he  v/as  his  fellow-servant!  Who  would 
go  for  to  take  him  for  a  Lord's  son? 
Well,  I  will  say  that  for  him,  he's  no 
more  pride  in  him  than  if  he  was  no- 
body's son!" 

A  few  minutes  after  this  observation 
had  passed  the  lips  of  Dolly,  the  servant 
rode  on  to  the  next  posthouse,  to  order 
the  horses  to  be  got  out  in  readiness,  and 
Biranly  then  again  advanced  to  the  side  of 
the  chaise;  but  when  it  drove  up  to  trie 
inn,  William  informed  his  young  Lady 
that  it  would  be  some  little  time  before 
she  could  be  set  forward,  as  the  cattle  siie 
was  to  have,  had  liot  long  cor.je  in;  and 

he    concluded    with    an    encmirv    if    she 

J.     %/ 

would  not  be  pleased  to  aligiit. 

Laura   very   unwillingly   assented,   and 
Captain  Biranly  assisted  her  from  tlie  car- 
riage, and  conducted  her  into  the  houbc, 
M  (5  whilst 
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v/hilst  William  detained  Mrs.  Dolly  to 
assist  in  altering-  tJic  position  of  some 
part  of  the  luggage.  Laura  M^as  then 
still  more  impressed-  with  a  sense  of  the 
impropriety  of  her  self-appointed  escort; 
and  without  allowing  him  time  to  enter 
upon  a  subject  that  might  liave  been 
more  pleasing  to  him,  she  enquired  very 
gravely  if  he  had  not  exceeded  the  num- 
ber of  miles  he  had  mentioned  as  the 
boundary  of  his  ride. 

**  This  stage  must  be  that  regretted 
boundar}^/'  he  replied,  "  unless  my 
lovely  friend  -will  encourage  me  to  pro- 
ceed." 

**  Oh,  by  no  means,"  said  Laura,  ea- 
gerly;   *'  on  the  contrary — — " 

'^  You  advise  me  to  return,"  inter- 
rupted he;  '^  and  perhaps  I  had  better  do 
so,  before  I  subject  myself  to  the  too 
probable  chance  of  the  most  cruel  morti- 
iication  I  can  ever  experience." 

He  paused;  and  Laura  awaited,  in  con- 
siderable apprehension,  the  explanation 
that  was  to  follow,  the  nature  of  which 
she   had   a   painful    suspicion    of;     and 

believing 
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l)clicvlng  it  bad  been  encouraged  and 
promoted  by  RothenK-re,  she  bewailed 
the  unlucky  caprice  that  first  dictated  his 
compassionate  visit  to  the  deserted  inmate 
of  Ad  wan. 

**  I  find  I  am  a  complete  coward/' 
resumed  Biranly :  ^*  I  am  afraid  to  pro- 
ceed;  dearest  Laura,   a  smile  at  this 

moment  would  instantly  restore  me  to 
courage,  and  inspire  me  with  hope." 

In  the  confused  and  perplexed  aspect 
of  Laura,  however,  no  trace  of  the  re- 
quested smile  could  yet  be  discerned ; 
and  she  was  moving  to  the  door,  when 
he  detained  her. 

**  Miss  Dclaunie,  will  you  not  allow 
me  a  few  minutes?"  demanded  he. 

**  I  wish  to  be  in  town  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible," replied  Laura,  distressed  and  cha- 
grined at  her  situation:  '^  J  am  expected 
early  in  the  evening,  and  I——'* 

**  You  are  in^.peded  by  a  casualty,  not 
by  me,"  observed  Biranly:  **  the  people 
of  the  house,  or  your  servant,  will  no 
doubt  inform  you  when  you  can  pro- 
ceed;   and  in   this  unavoidable  interval, 

which 
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which  my  good  or  evil  genius  aflfoids,  I 
wish  to  en(|uire  of  the  lovely  Laura  if  I 
rnay  claim  a  renewal  of  that  portion  of 
friendship  and  regard  1  once  flattered 
myself  with  having  j^ossessed." 

*^  Oh  Heaven,  I  shall  he  pointed  at  by 
every  one  as  a  coquette!"  Laura  secretly 
ejaculated.  '*  What  shall  I  say  to  him — 
how  shall  I  escape — what  will  Mrs.  Au- 
brey— what  will  Caroline  and  her  brother 
think  of  me?" 

At  this  moment  Dolly  opened  the  door, 
and  presented  to  her  a  letter,  which  she 
said  she  had  received  from  Mr.  St.  Orme, 
who  was  going  on  to  Ad  wan,  and  having 
accidentally  seen  her,  he  gave  her  that  for 
her  young  Larly,  but  would  not  wait  to 
speak  to  her  himself. 

Laura  was  in  such  extreme  perturba- 
tion and  horror  at  the  unfortunate  mo- 
ment in  which  this  encounter  had  taken 
place,  that  she  had  scarcely  strength  to 
receive  the  packet;  but  as  Mrs.  i\la,under 
-was  withdrawing,  after  having  executed 
her  commission,  she  desired  her  to  ask  if 
they  could  now  proceed. 

'*  Elcss 


THE    MISTRESS.  ^55 

'*  Bless  you,  Miss  Laura!  yes,*'  re- 
plied the  6uivante;  '*  and  the  landlady 
have  been  calling  to  em  these  ten  mi- 
nutes, to  put  to;  and  it's  only  to  humour 

William's  vagaries  that  they  don't:- 1 

can't  think,  not  I,  \vhat  ails  the  block- 
head !  There  he  stands  grinning,  and 
saying  I  an't  in  the  secret  this  bout,  nor 
shan't  be " 

*'  The  fello\7  is  not  sober,''  interrupted 
Biranly  hastily:  "  Miss  Delaunie  is  ear- 
nest to  pursue  her  journey,   and  wishes  to 

be  gone  as  soon  as  possible. Will  you 

tell  him  so,   Mrs.  Dolly?" 

**  Lord,  I  have  told  him  so  a  matter 
of  twenty  limes!"  cried  Mrs.  Maunder, 
in  a  peevish  accent:  "  so.  Madam,  if 
you'll  be  pleased  to  give  him  your  own 
orders,"  added  she,  addressing  Laura, 
*'  he  must  needs  come  to  his  senses;  or 
else  I'm  sure  his  Lord  should  hear  of  his 
imperencei" 

Laura,  dying  with  impatience  to  open 
the  packet  St.  Orme  had  sent,  was  y^ry 
willing  to  follow  the  advice  dictated  by 
the  displeasure  of  poor  Dolly;  but  Biranly 

preventing 
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preventing  her  from  leaving  the  room, 
said  he  would  be  her  representative,  and 
withdrew  to  execute  the  commission  he 
had  undertaken. 

''  What  did  Mr.  St.  Orme  say  to  you?" 
demanded  Laura  eagerly,  as  her  unwel- 
come companion  shut  the  door. 

'*  Why  not  much,  Ma'am,"'  replied 
the  suivante;  ^'  he  was  in  a  hurry  to  go 
on  to  Adwan :  so,  while  they  got  him 
another  chay,  he  sees  the  carriage  stand- 
ing in  the  yard;  so  he  looks  about  him, 
and  spies  me.  —  *  Is  your  Lady  here  .^' 
says  he,  all  in  a  fantigue. — '  Yes,  Sir,' 
saj's  I,  ^  my  young  Lady's  going  on  to 
London :  she  have  got  a  gentleman  with 
her  in  that  room,  who  came  to  see  her  so 
far  on  her  way,  for  old  acquaintance 
sake.'  —  *  Mr.  Ilothemere,  I  suppose?' 
says  young  glum — we  calls  him  so  at 
Adwan,  Ma'am.  — '  No,  Sir,'  says  I, 
*  he's  laying  a  bed,    to  mend  his  broken 

bones it's    Captain    Biranly,     as    my 

young  Lady  knew  in  Dorsetshire.'  So, 
Ma'am,  without  saying  thank'e  to  one 
for  answering  him  civilly,   he  hollows  out 

for 
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for  the  waiters  to  bring  him  pen  and  ink, 
and  falls  to  writing:  so,  when  he  had 
done — *  Here,'  says  he,  'carry  this  to 
Miss  Delannie:  she  will  probable  see  Mr. 
Aubrey  in  London;  but  this  letter,  which 
he  gave  me  for  her,  she  ought  for  to  have." 
And  if  you'll  believe  me,  jMa'am,  he 
went  away  witliout  so  much  as  saying — 
'  Good-bye,  hog  !'  Talk  of  his  man- 
ners! Vm  sure  I've  seen  none  of  his  man- 
ners, not  I!" 

Laura  had  listened  to  this  narrative  of 
Mrs.  Maunder  with  an  inquietude  that 
superseded  even  her  curiosity  to  see  the 
contents  of  the  billet  that  accompanied 
Mr.  Aubrey's  letter,   or  the  letter  itself. 

**  She  have  got  a  gentleman  with  herl" 
repeated  she,  internally:  "  what  a  phrase! 
How  unhappily  ignorant  and  stupid  is  this 
woman  !  flow  unfortunate  that  I  should 
be  quitting  Adwan  to-day  1  This  Biranly 
too " 

The  purport  of  his  conversation  dur- 
ing their  ttte-a-ttte  now  suddenly  re- 
curring to  her,  she  eagerly  sought  for  a 
bell,   which   she   rang   with   some   impe- 

tuositv: 
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tuosity;  and  the  landlady  herself  appear- 
ing to  answer  the  summons,  Laura  de- 
sired that  she  nii^ht  not  be  anv  iono-er 
delayed. 

*'  No,  Ma'am,  to  be  sure,'*  said  the 
woman:  ^'  the  ostler  is  now  putting  to — 
the  horses  have  been  waiting  ever  since 
the  chaise  can^e  up;  but  he  says  he  had 
orders  not  to  bring  them  out  till  your 
Ladyship  sent  vrord,  or  else  it  would 
certainly  have  been  more  convenient  to 
us  to  have  set  you  forward  directly,  for 
tliC  poor  creatures  must  be  back,  and 
ready  to  set  out  again  by  five  this  after- 
noon.'* 

*^  Tliis  is  entirely  a  mistake,"  returned 
Laura,  shocked  at  the  implication  that 
might  have  been  put  upon  these  imagi- 
nary orders:  **  on  the  contrary,  I  wish 
most  earnestly  to  be  in  town,  and  was 
chagrined  to  hear,  on  my  first  arrival 
here,   that  1  must  be  detained." 

**  I  don't  know,  Ma'am,"  said  the 
landlady,  who  now  began  to  suspect  how 
the  mlsla/ie  orio-jnated:    ''  I   hope  it  A\'ill 

CD  > 

not   be   any  lundrancc.      I   suppose  that 

stupid 
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stupid  fellow  did  not  riglitly  understand 
^vhat  your  Ladyship  wanted — I'm  sure  lie 
told  me  just  exact  the  contrary;  for  we 
had  a  gentleman  here  just  now,  not  five 
minutes  back,  as  he  served  with  the  cattle 
you  was  to  have  had.  —  ^  Why,'  says  I, 
'  there's  the  young  lady  waiting  as  came 
in  my  Lord's  chaise,'  meaning  that  your 
Ladyship  sliould  be  served  first.  —  *  Oh,' 
says  he,  '  th.e  lady's  in  no  such  hurry  :  I 
have  mv  orders:  the  iadv  don't  waat  to 
set  off  tliese  two  hours  yet  I' — So,  INla'am, 
I  hope  your  Ladyship  will  not  think  it 
was  negligence;  for  I'm  sure  nobody  on 
the  road  can  be  prouder  of  my  Lord 
Marquis's  custom,  nor  more  anxious  to 
give  satisfaction  than  I  be.  The  gentle- 
man said  himself  he  was  in  no  sucli 
hurry,  that  five  minutes  could  make  a 
deference  ;  and  then  Jack  Ostler  said 
again  you  wasn't  in  any  hurry  at  all,  if 
it  was  an  hour  or  two:  so  I  think  he  had 
his  orders  from  somebody,  for  he  wouldn't 
go  for  to  say  it  of  liis  ov/n  head — and  I 
hope  the  mistake  won't  be  material  incon- 
venient to  your  Ladyship." 

At 
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At  tills  recital  Laura  was  ready  to  sink 
^vlth  confusion  aiul  anguish,  when  she 
reflected  that  St.  Orme  nnist  have  formed 
of  her  tlie  most  injurious  opinion  : — the 
voice  of  Biranly,  as  it  approached  her, 
gave  h.er  hov/ever  leturning  strength  and 
activity;  and  earnest  to  escape  any  fur- 
ther discussion  ^\'ith  liirn,  she  quitted  the 
room  without  noticing  the  ohsequious 
apologies  of  the  good  woman,  and  was 
flying  towards  the  carriage,  when  she  en- 
countered him  in  the  passage. 

Evidently  chagrined  at  her  celerity,  he 
endeavoured  to  detain  her  whilst  he  en- 
quired if  he  might  have  the  satisfaction 
of  learning  that  she  had  safely  reached 
town,   by  applying  to  Mrs.  Hamilton. 

^^  I  know  not  if  I  shall  remain  in 
town  a  day,"  replied  Laura,  still  ad- 
vancing. 

'*  V/ill  you  not  then  see  IMrs.  Hamil- 
ton?" resumed  he. 

''  Certainly,"     slie     returned;      *'    I 
should  consider  myself  vcr}^  unfortunate, 
were  I  not  allowed  to  testify  on  every  oc- 
casion the  grateful  attachment   I   expe- 
rience 
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rience  for  her:  but  you  must  suppose, 
Captain  Biranl\%  that  I  am  not  under  my 
own  guidance.'* 

She  had  now  readied  the  carriage,  into 
^\]lich  he  assisted  her;  and  Dolly  having 
followed,  she  received  the  adieus  of  her 
parting  escort,  whose  aspect  betrayed 
how  little  pleased  he  vras  ^vith  the  result 
of  his  expedition. 


CHAP.   XII. 

JL  HE  moment  after  the  chaise  was 
driven  olt,  she  -impatiently  opened  the 
packet  from  St.  Orme,  and  unconsciously 
letting  fall  the  letter  of  Mr.  Aubrey, 
examined  the  hues  in  the  envelope,  which 
intimated,  that  as  the  v\Titer  luulerstood 
Miss  Delaunie  to  be  particularly  engaged, 
he  would  not  press  to  be  admitted  to  her 
presence,   but  would  entrust  to  the  care 

01 
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of  her  woman  a  letter  he  was  commis- 
sioned to  deliver  to  her  from  their  Adwau 
friend;  M'hicli  he  was  happy  to  have  so 
fortunate  an  opportunity  of  passing  into 
her  hands  ere  she  quitted  the  country. 

When  Laura  had  for  a  considerable 
time  contemplated  these  lines,  she  leaned 
her  head  against  the  side  of  the  carriage, 
and,  absorbed  in  a  deep  and  painful 
reverie,  reverted  not  to  the  letter  alluded 
to,  which  by  the  motion  of  the  chaise 
insinuated  itself  in  a  few  minutes  under 
the  rug,  unperceived  by  Dolly,  who  was 
sinking  into  a  profound  slumber,  or  by 
her  thoughtful  mistress,  M^hose  fixed  eye 
and  attitude  denoted  how  intently  her 
imagination  was  occupied. 

At  the  next  stage,  the  stopping  of  the 
carriage  awakened  them  both;  and  Laura 
having  again  read  the  billet  of  St.  Orme, 
recollected  that  she  had  been  unaccount- 
ably  inattentive  to  the  more  important 
communication  of  i\Ir.  Aubrey  ;  and 
having  vainly  sought  for  the  missing 
letter,  and  enquired,  with  as  little  suc- 
cess,  if  her  siilvanie  had  seen  it,   or  could 

gliCSS 
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o-uess  what  had  become  of  it,  she  felt 
much  alarmed,  and  quitting  the  carriage, 
caused  it  to  be  searched. 

The  packages  of  J^.Irs.  IVIaundcr,  as 
well  as  the  rug,  M'cre  removed  by  Wil- 
liam, but  the  letter  was  still  invisible; 
and  supposing  it  must  have  dropped  from 
the  carriage,  she  dispatched  a  man  to 
examine  the  road  for  a  mile  or  two  back, 
in  the  feeble  hope  that  it  might  not  yet 
be  picked  up  by  any  traveller:  but  the 
messenger  returned  with  the  intelligence 
he  was  most  likely  to  bring,  that  he  had 
looked  very  carefully,  both  going  and 
coming,  but  could  not  find  what  he 
sought. 

Laura,  extremely  shocked  and  cha- 
grined at  her  inattention  and  unlucky 
absence  of  mind,  was  now  compelled  to 
proceed,  agitated  by  an  apprehension 
that  Mr.  Aubrey  would  be  justly  of- 
fended at  her  inconsiderate  carclt-ssness  ; 
yet  she  was  unable  to  form  any  reason- 
able excuse  for  it,  that  could  be  in  any 
degree  allied  to  the  truth,   which  she  had 

not 
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not  however  any  intention  of  departing 
from. 

Within  ten  miles  of  the  metropolis,  the 
carriage  was  stopf)e(l  by  a  servant  of  the 
Marquis,  who  delivered  tocher  a  letter 
from  his  Lord;  and  when  he  had  put  it 
into  her  hand,   he  instructed  the  driver 

to  proceed  to Street,  and  stop  at  a 

house  he  indicated. 

Laura  remarked  this  circumstance,  and 
"with  trembling  hands  broke  the  seal  of 
this  new  and  unexpected  mandate. 


*^  My  dear  Laura,"  v/rote  the 
Marquis,  *' you 'would  not  find  Belling- 
liam  House  a  pleasant  residence  at  this 
moment,  nor  do  I  think  it  v.ould  be  a 
proper  one.  1  am  compelled  to  leave 
town  rather  sooner  than  I  liad  intended, 
and  I  must  therefore  inform  you  by  this 
method,  that  I  have  with  some  dilhculty 
procured  you  admittance  in  the  esta- 
blishment of  Mrs.    JNIeedon,    where  you 

will 
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will  have  an  opportunity  of  associating 
uith  girls  of  rank  and  fashion,  and  ini- 
bibino;  such  sentiments  and  manners  as  I 
wish  you  to  be  diytinguished  by.  I  fear 
it  will  be  uncertain  when  I  can  again  see 
you;  but  I  am  happy  to  have  been  ena- 
bled to  give  you  this  proof  of  my  atten- 
tion  to  your  future  welfare. 

'*  Mrs.  IMeedon  is  prepared  to  receive 
you  to-day  :— you  \\  ill  therefore  proceed 
immediately  thither;  and  tlioiigh  you  are 
doubtless  already  well  pleased  with  your 
removal  from  Ad  wan,  you  wiil  be  still 
more  so,  wlien  you  have  tasted  all  the 
a^ 7^€/n ens  oi\ your  new  situation. 

*'  You   were   right  in  informing  me  of 
the  intrusion  of  tiiat  fellow   Ilothemere, 
as  it  is  a  connection  that  must  be  broken 
entirely  ;  —  in  this  you  judged   very  well. 
Adieu ! 

**  Your's, 

"Bellkvgham.'* 


VOL.  II.  N  Luura 
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Laura  was  mortified  and  distressed  at 
tiiis  sudden  intimation  of  her  residence  in 
a  family  to  whom  she  v/as  wholly  un- 
known; and  the  perfect  indifference  of 
the  Marquis  thus  perpetually  confirmed, 
was  terrible  to  her.  As  she  approached 
the  metropolis  her  spirits  sunk,  and  pale 
and  dejected,  she  could  scarcely  answer 
the  eager  enquiries  of  Dolly  as  to  her 
destination,  who  was  tolerably  satisfied 
however,  since  she  was  to  remain  in  Lou- 
don. 

When  at  length  the  chaise  stopped 
before  the  door  of  a  house  wholly  strange 
to  her,  Laura  without  a  friend,  or  even  a 
slight  acquaintance  to  welcome  her,  cold, 
unhappy,  and  forlorn,  numbed  by  her 
unaltered  posture,  and  sutfering,  though 
unconsciously,  from  a  want  of  refresh- 
ment,  felt  completely  miserable. 

**  I  don't  know  what  the  inside  may 
be,"  exclaimed  Dolly,  examining  all  that 
was  visible  of  the  mansion;  ^'  but  I  am 
sure  the  outside  an't  no  great  matters  ! — 

and    what   a   dull   street  too  ! Lank, 

4  Miss 
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Miss  Laura,   I   doubt   I  shan't  like  this 
much,  now!'* 

The  street-door  was  opened  after  an 
interval  of  some  minutes,  in  which  Wil- 
liam had  thundered  at  it  more  than  once, 
and  Laura,  without  even  an  introductory 
line,  was  compelled  to  enter  the  house, 
and  present  herself  to  the  mistress  of  it; 
who  did  not  however  think  it  necessary 
to  meet  her  unknown  guest  with  any 
antediluvian  civility,  but  heard  her  name 
announced  with  great  coolness,  and  de- 
sired that  she  might  be  immediately  con- 
ducted to  her  apartment,  and  informed 
of  the  general  dinner  hour  :  adding, 
however,  a  short  apology  for  not  receiv- 
ing her  personally,  which  was  occasioned, 
she  commanded  the  servant  to  say,  by  a 
particular  engagement. 

Laura  was  not  entirely  displeased  with 
this  very  easy  mode  of  conduct,  as  it 
left  her  at  liberty  to  indulge  her  sadness, 
and  conceal  the  tears  that,  spite  of  her 
efforts,  stole  into  her  eyes. 

Her  baggage  was  placed  in  the  hall, 

where  herself  and  her  attendant  wailed, 

M   2  until 
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until  the  servant  of  the  house  called  to  a 
lad  in  a  liv^ery  like  his  own,  who  re- 
ceived instructions  from  his  senior  to 
order  a  female  domestic  to  conduct  the 
young'  lady  up  stairs. 

William  applied  to  her  in  this  interim, 
to  learn  if  she  had  any  command  to  Ikl- 
lingham  House,  or  any  other  commission 
for  him;  and  she  instinctively  sought  for 
her  purse:  but  the  recollection  of  his 
evident  connivance  to  detain  her  on  the 
road,  for  which  he  had  certainly  taken  a 
bribe  from  Biranly,  suddenly  restrained 
her  liberality,  and  the  fellow,  in  very 
perceptible  disappointment,  having  re- 
ceived a  negative  to  his  enquiry,  with- 
drew. 

At  length  a  young  M-oman,  rather 
dirty  in  her  apparel,  which  had  yet  evi- 
dent pretensions  to  fasliion  and  elegance 
in  the  form  of  it,  a[)peared  u  itli  chamber 
lights,  and  Laura  gladly  followed  her  to 
an  inconvenient  apartment,  consisting  of 
a  slee[)ir.g-room  of  confined  dimensions, 
and  a  small  antichamber,  in  which  she 
^as   however   pleased    to   observe  a  fire. 

Her 
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Her  corifliictress  tht'U  ccnulescenrlingly 
otierecl  to  escort  IMrs.  Maunder  to  the 
ladies'  maids'  sitting-room,  or  to  the  attic 
compartment  destined  to  the  honour  of 
receiving  her  nocturnally  ;  and  as  her 
civiHty  was  accepted,  Laura  tlien  found 
herself  alone,  and  leaning  her  head 
against  the  chimney  cornice,  suffered  her 
tears  to  gush  out  unchecked. 

The  amiable  and  delicate  kindness  of 
Mrs.  Aubrey  rose  to  her  view,  in  con- 
trast  to  her  present  reception  in  a  house- 
hold where  she  was  to  be  tolerated  for  the 
pension  she  paid,  and  where,  as  the  Mar- 
quis had  informed  her,  he  had  found  it 
difficult  to  procure  her  admittance. 

But  these  reflections  were  soon  inter- 
rupted by  a  gentle  tap  at  the  door,  which, 
after  having  hastily  wiped  her  eyes,  ^he 
opened  ;  and  a  young  person  then  entered 
tlie  apartment,   who  made  herself  known 
as  the  daughter  of  Mrs.  Meedon,   by  ex- 
pressing much  regret  that  her  motlier  had 
been  so  particularly   engaged   at  the   mo- 
ment  of  Miss   Delaunie's   arrival,    as   to 
have  been  compelled   to  appear  so  indif- 
N  3  ferent 
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ferent  to  it.  —  **  I  was  in  the  adjoining 
house;"  added  she;  '*  and  the  negligence 
of  the  servants  have  left  me  until  this 
instant  in  ignorance  of  what  would  cer- 
tainly have  impelled  my  immediate  at- 
tendance here." 

Laura  could 'not  at  this  moment  speak, 
but  she  bowed  to  this  compliment  of  her 
visitor,  who,  perceiving  that  she  had 
been  weeping,  appeared  much  distressed  ; 
her  countenance  was  gentle  and  interest- 
ing, and  Laura  was  consoled  to  observe 
the  apparent  sweetness  of  disposition  of 
xne  aaugnter,  nowever  ill  she  might 
augur  from  the  conduct  of  the  mother; 
and  at  length  took  courage  to  mention 
her  fatigue  and  consequent  disinclination 
to  attend  the  dinner  party  that  day. 

Miss  Meedon  readily  undertook  to  of- 
fer her  excuses;  and  after  many  little  at- 
tentions, which  spoke  her  desire  of  con- 
ciliating and  soothing  her  new  inmate, 
she  withdrew. 

Laura  now  ftlt  less  sad  and  forlorn: 
she  dwelt  with  considerable  satisfaction 
upon  the  hope  that  she  might  find  Miss 

JMecdon 
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Meedon  a  pleasing  companion,  and  be- 
gan to  think  it  possible  that  she  might 
likewise  meet  with  other  associates  tb 
supply  in  some  degree  those  estimable 
ones  she  had  left  at  Adwan. 

In  about  an  hour  Dolly  returned,  ac- 
companied by  a  servant  laden  with  a  part 
of  the  luggage;  and  Laura  could  not 
avoid  observing  that  the  aspect  of  Mrs. 
Maunder  was  not  indicative  of  great 
good  humour:  but  she  repressed  her  dis- 
content until  her  Lady  and  iierself  were 
fete-(l'tete,  and  it  then  burst  forth  in  a 
torrent  of  complaints,  the  various  causes 
of  which  Laura  was  entirely  unable  to 
remedy. 

^*  What  a  department  is  this  for  you  to 
be  in,  Ma'am!"  exclaimed  she,  in  a  cry- 
ing tone;  **  and  mine.  Ma'am! — Lauk, 
if  you  could  but  see  mine! — if  you'll 
believe  me,  it's  a  nook  of  a  garret,  with 
four  beds  in  it — and  there  an't  room  to 
swing  a  cat,  much  more  for  Christians, 
and  six  of  us  too  to  be  stived  up  there! 

*  Why,'    says    I    to    the    young    woman, 

*  do  you  go  for  to  think  that  I  shall  sleep 

N  4  here?'— 
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here?' — MVhy,'  says  she,  *  in  deed  you 
must;  if  you  wants  to  keep  your  place, 
you  must  put  up  with  it;  for  if  you  com- 
plain never  so  much,  we  havn't  another 
place  to  put  you  into.  There  is  one  of 
my  fellow- sarvents  and  me,'  says  she, 
*  we  pigs  under  the  kitchen  staircase,  ia 
a  place  that's  worse  nor  the  black  home  in 
cat-gutter!' — And  there,  Miss  Laura,  be- 
low ! — Oh  you  never  was  like  to  behold 
such  distraction  !  There's  thirteen  young 
ladies  here  in  tlus  house,  and  there's  their 
thirteen  foms — M^aiting-maids  they  call 
'em  in  my  country— all  of  'em  fine  ladies, 
and  five  of  'em  has  a  footman  a  piece — 
and  then  there's  six  sarvents  belonging  to 
the  house,  all  higgledy  pigglcdy  together, 
without  room  to  stir  hand  or  foot!  And 
then  the  bells! — every  minute  tingle, 
tinirle,  tingle  goes  a  dozen  of  bells  in 
their  ears — then  the  women  falls  to  (|uar- 
relling,  and  tlie  men  to  swearin;r,  befoie 
they  can  agiecN whose  bells  goes,  or  whose 
doesn't  I  I'm  sure,  Miss  Laura,  I  shall 
never  know  your  bell,  Ma'am,  though 
they  have  been  telling  me   which  it  is, 

and 
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and  ringing  it  in  my  ears,  that  I  may- 
know  it  again  —  I'm  sure  i  must  sit  all  day 
long  gaping  at  it,  or  else  you  will  pall 
till  you  are  tired  !  Well,  Ma'am,  and 
this  fine  crew  makes  nothing  of  me — 1, 
as  have  set  down  to  table  witli  their  bet- 
ters at  my  Lord's — but  there  they  just  set 
still  when  I  went  in  amongst  'em,  as  if  I 
liad  been  nobody  !  So  one  saucy  young 
minx  says  to  another — '  Well,  Mrs. 
Binckey,  have  you  been  in  the  Park  to- 
day?'—  ^  Yes,'  says  t'other,  sitting  with 
a  fine  pliss  upon  her  back,  and  tossing 
heiself  about  in  her  chair  like  a  lady;  — 
*  1  went,'  says  she,  *  to  be  sure;  but  it 
was  too  early,  and  the  trumpery  hadn't 
got  home, to  their  dinners:  so  1  went  on 
to  the  gardens,*  says  she,  ^  and  by  the 
time  I  came  back,  tiie  company  was 
more  dessenter. ' — So  then  she  sets  and 
stares  at  me,  and  falls  to  whispering  and 
tittering— Ini  sure  half  of  'em  looks  like 
misses  of  the  town,  instead  of  sarvents— 
neither  better  nor  worse!" 

These  lamentations  of  poor  Dolly  were 

uttered  whilst  she  alternately  arranged  that 

N   5  part 
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part  of  the  luggage  she  had  obtained  pos- 
session of,  snuffed  the  candles,  and  stir- 
red the  fire;  near  which  Laura  sat  with 
closed  eyes,  her  hand  supporting  her  ach- 
ing head,  which  the  monotonous,  yet 
complaining  tones  of  Mrs.  Maunder  did 
not  by  any  means  relieve;  and  contrary 
to  the  intention  of  the  aggrieved  suivan/e, 
she  had  not  distinguished  a  syllable  of  her 
doleful  tale,  whilst  Dolly  piously  thought 
she  was  lending  the  most  profound  at- 
tention; and  under  the  influence  of  so 
pleasant  a  deception,  continued  to  dilate 
her  narrative  of  grievances,  and  inter- 
larded it  with  all  the  gall  her  unworthy 
treatment  created. 

At  length  Laura  recollected  the  letter 
of  Mrs.  Aubrey  to  her  husband,  which 
had  been  committed  to  her  care ;  and 
whilst  she  wrote  a  few  lines  to  the  worthy 
man,  expressive  of  her  earnestness  to  see 
him,  and  giving  some  intimation  of  her 
present  situation,  she  desired  Dolly  to 
enquire  if  a  porter  could  be  procured  to 
take  it  to  him:  but  Mrs.  Maunder  very 
shortly  returned    with   intelligence   that 

neither 
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neither  the  man-servant  nor  the  lad  had 
any  time  just  now  to  receive  her  com- 
mands, but  they  would  speak  to  the 
errand-man  belonging  to  the  house,  as 
soon  as  they  could  set  eyes  upon  him. 
Laura  was  therefore  compelled  to  defer 
sending  the  letter  and  her  own  billet, 
until  the  Mercury  in  ordinary  of  the 
family  should  happen  to  make  his  appear- 
ance: en  attendant,  as  she  reflected  that 
«he  might  possibly  be  expected  to  intro- 
duce herself  to  her  new  associates  in  the 
course  of  the  evening,  she  required  the 
assistance  of  Dolly  to  arrange  her  dress, 
which  had  not  long  been  accomplished, 
when  Mrs.  Meedon  entered  her  apart- 
ment, and  having  greeted  her  with  cool 
politeness,  informed  her  that  the  ladies  of 
her  society  might  perhaps  conceive  them- 
selves offended  if  Miss  Delaunie  conti- 
nued her  present  seclusion,  and  advised 
her  to  return  with  her  to  the  drawino:- 
room,  and  she  would  present  her  to  those 
of  her  fair  inmates  who  happened  to  be  at 
home. 

N  6  Laura 
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Laura  imiiicdiately  declared  her  readi- 
ness to  accom«|jany  her,  and  was  con- 
ducted by  the  good  lady  through  several 
passages,  which  from  the  steps  in  ascent 
and  descerit  that  intersected  them,  had 
evidently  formed  part  of  separated  houses 
now  thrown  into  one,  for  tlie  accommo- 
dation of  as  many  independent  or  mo- 
therless young  women  of  fortune  as  it 
could  in  any  manner  contain. 

As  Mrs.  Mecdon  was  directing  Fhe  at- 
tention of  Laura  to  one  of  these  inequa- 
lities, not  many  paces  from  the  drawing- 
room-door,  and  scarcely  distinguishable, 
from  being  covered  with  a  dark  carpet- 
ing,- the  servants,  who  were  taking  iu 
the  tea  equipage,  had  left  the  door  un- 
closed, and  a  voice  within  the  apartment 
exclaimed — 

*•  I  wonder  if  poor  old  ]\Ieedon  will 
succeed  in  ferretting  her  out!  I  declare  I 
shall  be  quite  chagr'mee  if  she  does  not  — 
I  have  an  engagement — three  indeed  this 
evening,  and  I  cannot  go  to  either  until  I 
have  seen  her." 

Laura 
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Laura  felt  mucli  disconcerted  at  tliis 
dtbuty  which  the  lady  of  the  house  heard 
however  with  little  apparent  discompo- 
sure, and  without  hesitation  instantly 
introduced  her  to  tlie  presence  of  the 
young  M^oman,  by  whom  she  had  herself 
been  apostrophized  in  a  manner  so  little 
respectful.  In  the  drawing-room  Laura 
beheld  only  seven  of  her  future  asso- 
ciates; the  six  absentees,  having  less  cu- 
riosity perhaps  than  tlie  nymph  with  the 
three  engagements,  had  pursued  their 
usual  career,  Mdthout  casting  away  a 
thought  upon  a  being  who  could  neither 
chaptron  them,  procure  them  tickets  for 
private  masquerades  and  fites^  or  ullot 
them  an  occasional  corner  in  a  carria^'e 
to  a  public  breakfast  ten  miles  out  of 
town,   or  to  a  grand  review. 

The  reception  of  Laura  up  stairg  was 
very  much  in  the  style  complained  of  by 
Dolly  in  the  inferior  part  of  the  mansion: 
the  young  women  present,  two  of  whom 
were  she  found,  by  the  title  they  were 
addressed  by,  the  daughters  of  Earls  at 
least,    Laura  might    have  thought,     had 

she 
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she  heard  the  descriptive  eloquence  of 
Mrs.  Maunder,  were  either  modelling* 
themselves  after  their  own  attendants,  or 
were  otherwise  very  successfully  and  hap- 
pily doubled  by  them. 

A  few  minutes  after  her  entrance,  they 
proceeded  to  enquire  of  each  other  if 
such  and  such  a  young  man  had  been 
seen  that  morning,  particularizing  each 
declared  favourite,  either  simply  by  his 
family  appellation,  or  prefixing  a  familiar 
diminutive  of  the  first  name;  and  when 
the  chair  of  one  of  these  dashing  misses 
was  announced,  another  of  the  party 
conjured  her  in  a  tender  accent  to  inform 
r irresistible  that  she  was  dying  with  a 
tnigTaine,  and  feared  that  it  would  detain 
her  at  home  the  next  morning. 

Still,  however,  the  countenance  of 
poor  old  Meedon  remained  placid  and  un- 
ruffled :  her  daughter,  whom  the  party 
invariably  distinguished  by  the  name  of 
Fanny,  was  stationed  at  the  tea-table, 
from  whence  she  very  patiently  distri- 
buted to  each  what  their  caprice  required; 
yet  they  chose  to  amuse  themselves  with 

protesting 
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protesting  that  she  was  now  thinking  so 
much  of  her  future  hymeneal  happiness 
with  old  Bradshaw,  that  she  did  not 
know  what  she  was  doing,  and  insisted 
upon  sending  coffee  to  Lady  Augusta, 
who  almost  fainted  at  the  sight  of  it,  and 
green  tea  to  Miss  Daventree,  who  was 
suffering  under  a  nervous  affection. 

This  persecution,  which  was  masked 
under  a  slender  appearance  of  ease  and 
good-humour,  Miss  Meedon  endured  with 
fortitude;  though  she  sickened  at  the 
name  of  her  supposed  admirer,  a  decre- 
pid  and  disgusting  old  miser,  whom  these 
obliging  young  ladies  recommended  to 
her  acceptance,  because  she  was  destitute 
of  the  advantages  of  rank  and  fortune — 
advantages  which  they  well  knew  gave 
charms  where  Nature  had  denied  them, 
and  heightened  those  she  really  had  be- 
stowed. They  had  indeed  privately  agreed 
that  poor  Fanny,  though  her  features  and 
complexion  were  very  passable,  had  an 
air  so  roturierey  and  a  tournure  so  much 
of  the  common  stamp,  that  it  was  im- 
possible she  could  ever  procure  an  esta- 
blishment 
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blishinent  tliat  was  decent;  so  that  when 
any  very  deforined  or  disagreeable  man, 
possessing  a  competence,  happened  to  be 
mentioned,  the  general  exclan^ation  was— 
**  I  wish  he  would  marry  poor  Fanny 
Meedonl" 

Laura  was  disgusted  at  tl-e  unfeeling 
apathy  of  the  mother,  who  permitted  an 
impertinence  almost  amounting  to  insult, 
without  appearing  sensible  of  it,  or  check- 
ing it  by  the  slightest  eifort:  on  tlie  con- 
trary, it  was  precisely  the  young  woman 
who  exhibited  the  greatest  sliare  of  con- 
tempt and  perverseness,  to  whom  she  di- 
rected tiie  largest  portion  of  flattery  ra- 
ther grossly  administered,  and  a  certain 
deference  of  sentiment  and  oj;inion  her 
own  years  and  matronly  character  should 
have  exacted. 

Laura  now  comprehended  tliat  tlie  idol 
to  whom  IVirs.  Meedon  bent,  was  interest; 
and  very  clearly  discerned  lier  OM'n  insig- 
nificance by  the  slender  share  of  atten- 
tion she  obtained. 

The  nuuiber  of  unhappy  damsels  who 
were  on  this  evening  compelled  to  remain 

at 
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at  home,  was  soon  lediiced  to  four;  and 
after  some  wearying  and  languid  conver- 
sation, in  which  they  exliausted  however 
several  scandalous  topics,  they  resorted 
to  cards,  to  relieve  their  ennidy  kindly 
including  poor  old  Meedon  in  the  party, 
to  which  they  likewise  invited  Laura, 
who  M^as  unwilling  to  decline  this  first 
overture  to  an  amicable  intercourse,  and 
submitted  to  be  sufficiently  iniitructed  to 
commence  a  novitiate,  in  which  she  lost 
between  three  and  four  guineas,  thougl), 
iinlike  her  canipaidons.  she  positively  re- 
fused to  bet. 

Mrs.  Meedon,  who  was  far  from  dis- 
suading the  younger  part  of  the  set  from 
hazarding  stakes  of  comparative  magni- 
tude, was  a  much  more  considerable 
loser;  whilst  poor  Fanny  sat  netcing  at  a 
corner  of  tiie  table,  wiih  an  air  of  me- 
lancholy re-iignation,  sighing  at  inter- 
vals either  at  the  indiscretion  of  her 
mother,  or  some  other  cause  unguessed 
by  Laura,  A\'ho.se  stealing  glances  some- 
times met  lur's;  but  the  looks  of  Miss 
Meedon    were    then    instantly    directed 

another 
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another  way,  as  if  she  was  fearful  of  in- 
curring the  attention  she  had  so  little 
reason  to  be  pleased  with,  from  the  rest 
of  the  party. 


CHAP.    XIII. 


V/N  the  following  morning,  the  mo- 
ment Laura  could  escape  from  the  break- 
fast table,  which  was  not  attended  .by 
more  than  four  of  the  youthful  society 
of  Mrs.  Meedon's  mansion,  she  occupied 
herself  in  addressing  by  letter  her  Ad  wan 
friends.  She  had  originally  designed  to 
delay  this  task,  at  once  painful  and 
pleasing,  until  she  had  received  the  visit 
she  had  flattered  herself  with  obtaining 
from  Mr.  Aubrey;  but  the  man  who  had 
taken  the  packet  to  his  lodgings  an  hour 
back,  had  returned  with  intelligence  that 

he 
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he  had  accompanied  a  gentleman  some 
way  out  of  town  the  day  before,  and 
it  was  uncertain  when  he  would  return  : 
but  as  he  liad  not  given  up  the  apart- 
ments he  occupied,  the  people  had  taken 
in  the  letter. 

Laura  experienced  a  double  inquietude 
on  hearing  this  unpropitious  circum- 
stance :  she  had  particularly  wished  to 
see  Mr.  Aubrey,  in  the  idea  of  better 
explaining  in  person  the  accident  she  so 
severely  regretted,  and  hoping  that  he 
would  renew  to  her  2,Wy  ']?Zin^^^^^^>  ^^ 
any  intimation  from  Lord  John,  which 
she  had  thus  lost.  She  was  uncertain  too, 
if  Lord  John  were  apprized  of  her  re- 
moval, and  thought  she  ought  to  make 
it  formally  known  to  him,  at  the  same 
time  that  she  feared  such  an  annunciation 
might  be  thought  by  him  impertinent 
and  presuming,  and  perhaps  betray  to 
him  a  negligence,  that  from  his  severe 
Lordship  she  earnestly  wished  to  con- 
ceal. 

To  Mrs.  Aubrey,  therefore,  she  wished 
to  make  an  immediate  confession  of  her 

unaccount- 
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unaccountable  carelessness  ;  but  it  re- 
quired some  consideration  to  explain  how' 
it  was  possible  for  the  letter  to  disappear, 
since  slie  herself  could  not  distinctly  or 
satisfactorily  recollect  how  the  circum- 
stance had  happened,  and  was  com- 
pletely perplexed  to  assign  any  reason  for 
an  absence  of  mind  so  perfect,  as  to  cause 
her  to  disregard  for  a  moment  any  com- 
munication from  Mr.  Aubrey. 

At  length,  after  many  efforts  to  recall 
to  her  own  mind  hovv^  the  accident  did 
occur,  or  hov/  it  liad  probably  occurred, 
she  found  herself  compelled  to  state  it, 
without  any  attempt  at  explanation;  and 
entreated  that  Mrs.  Aubrey  would  have 
the  kindness  to  inform  her  if  her  hus- 
band meant  to  return  to  town  shortly,  or 
if  she  must  be  contented  to  receive  the 
forgiveness  she  solicited  from  him,  from 
Adwan. 

I'he  letter  to  Miss  St.  Orme  required 
almost  equal  consideration,  and  was  be- 
gun and  laid  aside  a  dozen  times  ;  for 
she  M  ished  through  Caroline  to  insinuate 
to    St.    Orme    that    the   attendance    of 

Captain 
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Captain   Biranly  was  equally  unexpected 
and  unwelcome  to  her;  and  by  complain- 
ino-  of  the  artifice   in  wliich  the  servant 
of  the   Marquis   was  so  evidently  an  ac- 
cessary,   convey  to  the  ear  of  the  brother 
an  exculpation  she  most  earnestly  desired 
that  he  should  listen  to,  and  believe.    But 
in  thus  endeavouriuQ^  to  vindicate  herself, 
Laura  now  thought  her  narrative  too  la- 
boured and    circumstantial ;    then    impa- 
tiently tore  the  succeeding  effort  of  her 
pen,   becau.<^e  it  appeared   to  her  that  her 
disapprol)ation   of  tlie  officious    gallantry 
she  had   experienced,    was   so  faintly  ex- 
pressed, that  it  might  seem  disputable. 

In  tine,  she  employed  so  many  hours  in 
the  composition  of  these  letters,  neither 
of  which  by  any  means  pleased  her,  after 
the  infinite  trouble  she  had  taken,  that 
ere  they  were  entirely  concluded,  Dullv 
entered  the  apartn:ienr,  to  assist  in  chang- 
ing her  dress  for  dinner;  she  was  then 
compelled  to  seal  them  without  further 
alteration,  and  deliver  them  to  tlie  care 
of  her  suivante,   who  received  a  strict  and 

repeated 


^B6  THE    WIFE    AND 

repeated  charge  to  send  them  by  the  post 
of  that  afternoon. 

Laura  then  prepared  to  meet  again  the 
dissipated  set;  whose  sentiments  and  man- 
ners the  Marquis  with  so  much  judgment 
and  parental  tenderness  wished  her  to  im- 
bibe. 

The  party  was  now  much  increased; 
but  she  beheld  not  one  countenance  she 
could  entirely  approve,  though  more  than 
one  met  her  eye  that  for  beauty  might 
have  been  strictly  scrutinized.  ,  From  her 
they  appeared  to  withdraw  in  haughty  re- 
serve, and  only  one  of  tiie  circle  thought 
proper  to  address  any  conversation  tolicr; 
which  was  precisely  the  kind  girl  who  had 
so  far  instructed  her  on  the  preceding 
evening,  as  to  enable  her  companions  to 
take  a  few  o-uineas  from  her,  without  anv 
flagrant  breach  oF  decorum. 

In  the  evening  the  number  again  dimi- 
nished, and  those  who  remained,  had  re- 
course as  usual  to  the  card-table,  to 
which  Laura  was  a  second  time  invited  ; 
but  she  firmly  declined  the  honour  they 

would 
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would  have  so  generously  conferred,  and 
Fanny  Meedon,  observing  that  from  this 
moment  she  was  inhospitably  neglected, 
silently  retired;  and  returning  in  a  few- 
minutes,  informed  Laura  in  a  whisper, 
that  if  she  preferred  withdrawing  to  the 
music-room,  she  would  conduct  her  thi- 
ther, as  she  had  ordered  the  fire  to  be 
rekindled. 

This  invitation  was  gladly  complied 
with,  and,  in  a  rational  conversation  with 
this  young  woman,  Laura  judged  that 
she  possessed  much  good  sense,  and  still 
more  sweetness  of  disposition. 

Adverting  to  the  occupation  of  those 
she  had  quitted,  she  could  not  fail  to  re- 
collect that  her  mother  headed  the  group 
of  youthful  gamblers,  the  conduct  of 
Laura  had  tacitly  censured ;  and  she 
hinted  to  her  that  Mrs.  Meedon  was 
compelled  to  be  of  the  party,  both  to 
preserve  the  peace  between  herself  and 
her  fair  associates,  and  likewise  to  check, 
in  some  degree,  the  emulative  zeal  of  the 
adventurers,   who  had  sometimes  lost  in 

one 
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one  evcnino-  the  appoint meuts  of  a  music 
or  singing  master  for  several  montlis. 

Laura  could  not  seem  to  doubt  the  pro- 
priety of  Mrs.  rJeedon's  conduct,  thus 
dutcously  coloured  l)y  her  daughter,  from 
v/hom  s])e  was  compelled  to  separate  be- 
fore the  card-party  broke  up ;  because, 
though  poor  Fanny  intimated  that  she 
wished  to  shew  her  every  attention  in  her 
power,  any  obbcrved  or  particular  a|>pear- 
ance  of  preference  would  sid^ject  her  to 
increased  ridicule  and  mortification. 

Before  they  returned  to  the  drawing- 
room,  however,  she  mentioned  to  Laura 
that  the  carriage  for  the  use  of  the  ladies 
was  generally  at  the  door  at  one  o'clock ; 
and  if  it  should  be  fully  occupied  the. 
next  day,  she  might  probably  get  herself 
a  place  in  it  the  day  f(^llo\\  ing,  and  be 
conducted  to  any  of  iier  friends  who 
might  reside  within  the  round  her  senior 
companions  happened  to  fix  upon. 

Laura  tiianktd  her  for  this  coubiderate 
information,  which  slie  meant  to  take 
advantage  of  to  see   Mrs.  liamiiton,   the 

iiist 
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first  opportunity  that  might  be  permitted 
lier. 

It  was  near  two  in  the  morning  before 
tlie  family  in  general  retired  to  bed,  and 
from  that  hour  till  about  five  or  six 
Laura  found  her  rest,  as  on  the  preceding 
night,  broken  every  ten  minutes  by  the 
return  of  some  oiie  of  tlie  absent  party, 
wlio  were  entirely  careless  of  the  peace 
and  repose  of  their  fcllow-ihmates,  and 
encouraged  a  very  liberal  use  of  the  bell 
and  the  knocker,  until  their  drowsy  ser- 
vants could  prevail  upon  themselves  to 
open  the  street-door. 

Notwithstanding  that  the  general 
breakfast  hour  was,  in  consequence  of 
this  nightly  disturbance,  extremely  late, 
not  more  than  a  fourth  of  tlds  motley 
fandly  usually  attended  it.  On  the  se- 
cond morning  after  the  domestication  of 
Laura,  the  c/ejeinie  parry  hhe  niet  con- 
sisted oF  the  nci\o!.:s  Aiiss  Daventree, 
who,  being  a  pro',  incial  girl,  and  not 
long  arrived,  had  not  yet  fixed  upon  any 
better  method  of  distinguishing  herself 
than  by  proclaimed  ill  hcalti:^ — two  sisters 

VOL.    II.  O  of 
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of  tlie  name  of  Embletoii,  m  ho,  on  the 
contrary,  seized  every  opportunity  fashion 
so  pleasantly  allowed  them  of  evidencing 
to  all  mankind  the  hardiness  of  consti- 
tution neither  midnijrht  vii^ils  nor  the  in- 
clement  atmosphere  of  an  English  winter 
roughly  visiting  their  half-naked  limbs 
could  subdue — and  lastly,  Lady  Mary 
IMornay,  the  motherless  daughter  of  a 
very  profligate  Peer,  who  chusing  to  in- 
troduce into  his  own  mansions  very  im- 
proper female  companions  for  his  daugh- 
ter, from  a  remaining  s-ense  of  decency 
removed  her  to  a  residence  less  exception- 
able than  either  of  Ids  o\\  n. 

Miss  Meedon  again  prepared  and  dis- 
tributed the  tea  and  coffee;  and  at  every 
interval  the  sisters  and  Lady  IMary 
amused  themselves  with  some  of  the 
daily  prints  that  formed  a  necessary  ap- 
pendage to  their  breakfast  equipage. 

''  My  dear  friend  Matikla,"  said  Mi^s 
Daventree,  addressing  the  younger  Kin- 
bleton  in  a  dolorous  tone,  '^  whal  is  there 
in  the  column  of  anecdotes?" 

''  Oh 
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"  Oh  nothing  in  the  least  interesting,'* 
rephecl  the  clear  frieiui,  "  for  these  stupid 
creatures,  instead  of  writing  about  people 
one  knows,  are  directing  all  their  sar- 
casms and  jeiLV  cl^ esprit  against  each 
other  I  as  if  one  cared  a  feather  who 
gave  the  tirst  or  best  political  intelligence ! 
I  am  sure  all  I  regard  is  private  intelli- 
gence; and  if  peoj)le  \\'ould  but  agree  to 
subscribe  to  pay  any  damages  they  might 
incur,  they  niiglit  make  out  a  great  deal 
more  anecdote,  without  tormenting 
themselves  with  impertinent  prosecu- 
tions." 

"  We  have  not  had  a  crim.  con.  case 
fur  this  month  past,"  exclaimed  Lady 
Mary  :  *'  how  insufferably  dull  people 
are!" 

"  It  is  confidently  stated,"  read  Miss 
Endjleton',  in  a  hurried  and  exulting  ac- 
cent,   "  that  tlie  Marquis  of  B has 

a\  enged  liiniseif  ior  a  late  celebrated  elope- 
ment, by  retiring  to^souie  far  distant  land 
v.ith  Lady  ii C .  This  conso- 
latory co})tre-projtt  appears  to  have  been 
some  time  in  agitation;  but  whither  this 
o  2  pair 
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pair  of  doubly-fcttcrcd  mamorati  have  di- 
rected tlieir  flight  is  not  entirely  known  : 
the  noble  lover  is  merely  attended  by  one 
covifidential  servant,  and  the  lady  by  a 
veteran  femme-de-cJiamhre  of  tried  fide- 
lity. The  time  of  their  departure,  which 
was  rather  j)recipitate,  is  ascertained  to 
liave  been  on  the  jnorning  of  last  Thurs- 
day." 

*'And  to  day  is  Saturday,"  said  Lady 
Mary.  ''  i  saw  the  Marquis  of  Borling- 
ton  in  the  Park  yesterday  —  it  cannot  be 
him!  and  besides,  he  is  attached  to  Mrs. 
Denton!" 

Laura  now  felt  a  deadly  sickness  steal 
over  her,  and  hastily  rising,  left  the 
room;  but  she  was  comj)elIed  to  lean 
against  the  side  of  the  j)ass:i:;-e  for  sup- 
port, the  moment  she  had  shut  tlie  door; 
and  before  she  could  further  retreat,  a 
sound  of  merriment  reached  her  ear  from 
the  party  she  had  quitted,  of  which  she 
could  not  cntertaiii  a  doubt  but  that  she 
was  the  subject.  This  conviction  gave 
her  a  momentary  Strength,  and  she  pro- 
ceeded with    trembling  swiftness    to  her 

own 


THE    MISTRESS.  293 

own  apartment,   where  she  terrified  Dolly 

by  the  ghastly  paleness  of  her  aspect.  / 

\'  Good  God!  Miss  Laura,  Ma'am, 
what's  tlie  matter?"  exclaimed  she. 

*'  I  am  ill,^  returned  her  young  Lady, 
whose  (Hstress  increased  on  finding  that  it 
must  be  witnessed. 

*'  God  forgive  me!"  resumed  Dolly, 
ofrering  her  a  glass  of  water,  *'  I'll  be 
hanged  if  those  fine  quality  Madams 
liavn't  been  nagging  at  you  already  ! 
You'll  ha\'e  no  peace  in  this  house, 
Ma'am,   as  the  men  below  says — you  are  ^ 

too  handsopje,  you  clips  'em  all,  and  so  I 
says! — but  you'll  not  be  liked  the  better 
for  that — there's  Miss  Embleton — what's 
she?    no  beauty,   I'll  be  sworn,   whatever 

she  thinks  of  the  matter! Lord,  Miss 

Laura!  don't  take  on  so— you  makes  me 
cry  too! — and  those  grand  ladies,  Lords* 
daughters  !  what  of  that,  Ma'am,  you're 
a  Lord's  daughter  too,   an't  you?" 

**    I    would     to    Heaven,"    ejaculated 

Laura,    with  clasped  hands,    ^'  that  I  had 

/been  the  child   of  a  poor   labourer! — the 

daughter    of    the   meanest    hoveller    that 

o  3  ever 
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ever  shrunk  from  cold  and  hunger,  and 
I  might  have  been  contented  and  happy!" 

**  No,  come,  JMiss  Laura,  it  isn't  so 
bad  as  that  neither,  Ma"am! — a  Lord  is 
a  Lord  howsever,  let  him  be  what  he  will 
else  that  an't  quite  so  clever;  so  never 
mind,  Ma'am!  Lauk,  I  wouldn't  vex 
and  fret — Vd  let  'em  know- *' 

*'  Can  you  inform  me,"  interrupted 
Laura  earnestly tiien  checking  her- 
self, '*  yet  no,"  she  resumed,  **  it  is  not 
possible  you  should " 

<*  Of  what,  Ma'am?  Lll  lay  my  life  I 
can  tell  you!"  said  the  suivanie,  in  a 
zealous  tone. 

*'  Do  you  know  if  Lord  John  Traherne 
is  in  town?"  asked  her  young  Lady. 

"Why  no,  Miss  Laura,  I  can't  say 
that  1  know  that  there;  but  I  dare  say 
any  thing  else  you  can  think  of  to  ax 
nie " 

Dolly  M'as  at  this  moment  checked  in 
her  supposition  by  a  tap  at  the  door,  and 
Miss    Meedon  entered    with    an    anxious 

coui;tenance. 

*  'Pardon 
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*'  Pardon  me,"  said  she,  advancing  to 
Laura,  '*  I  was  uncertain  if  your  attend- 
ant was  here;  and  I  feared  you  were  in- 
disposed!" 

Laura  desired  Mrs.  Maunder  to  with- 
draw; and  taking  the  hand  of  her  friendly 
visitor — 

^' Ah,  ]\liss  Meedon!"  she  exclaimed, 
*'  you  can  guess,  1  have  too  much  reason 
to  apprehend,  the  source  of  the  em.otiou 
that  obliged  me  to  retire  so  abruptly  1 
Tell  me — you  are  so  considerate  and  so 
kind,  that  I  can  ask  you — do  you  think 
\h-dt  cruel  sentence  alluded  to  Lord  Bel- 
hngham?  and  if  it  did,  must  I  retain 
the  dread  I  feel,   lest  it  should  be  truer" 

'^  There  is  little  credit  to  be  given  to 
such  vague  reports,"  replied  the  good- 
humoured  Fanny:  *^  console  yourself, 
dear  Miss  Delannie;  they  are  sometimes 
wdiolly  without  foundation,  and  often 
much  misrepresented.  Do  you  v\ish, '* 
she  added,    "  to  send  to  any  friend?" 

Laura  declared  her   earnest  inclination 

to  see  Mrs.  Hamilton;   and  Miss  Meedon 

advising  her  to  take  a  chair,   told  her  she 

o  4  would 
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"would  immediately  endeavour  to  secure  a 
servant  to  attend  her;  ^vhieil  in  a  few 
minutes  she  returned  to  say  she  had  suc- 
ceeded in. 

Laura,  delighted  to  escape  the  misery  of 
imfeeling  companions,  which  slie  would 
have  been  very  certain  of  meeting  in  the 
coach,  equipped  herself  with  ahicrity,> 
and  in  half  an  hour  found  herself  in  the 
liouse  of  Mrs.  Hamilton,  who  was  fortu- 
nately at  home,  and  alone.  By  her  she 
Avas  recei\c(l  with  kiiichiess,  and  regarded 
with  interest:  but  Mrs,  IJamilton  heard 
iier  relation  of  tlie  event  that  so  much 
distressed  her,  with  silent  gravity,  and 
did  not  afford  her  so  much  encourage- 
ment to  discredit  the  report  as  poor  Fanny 
Meedon:  she  acknowledged  that  she  had 
that  morning  read  the  paragraph  alluded 
to,  and  feared  tliC  intelligence  was  not 
entirel}'  untrue. 

»  **  If  the  fact  should  be  thus,"  said 
;Mrs.  Hamilton,  "  if  the  jMarquis,  who  is 
no  longer  a  young  man,  should  have  been 
so  unpardonably  inconsiderate,  why,  my 
dear  Laura,    should   you   allow    yourself 

to 
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to  be  tljLis  artectcd  ?  The  bonds  of 
nature  are  indissoluble,  it  is  true;  but 
the  tics  of  esteem  and  alfection  should 
depend  upon  merit  and  virtue,  and  ought 
therefore  to  be  controulable :  when  these 
are  weakened  by  repeated  shocks,  the 
power  of  an  unworthy  object  to  inflict 
mortification  and  anguish  is  proportion- 
ably  lessened.  /  have  found  it  so,  at 
least ;  and  I  can  now  hear  with  compo- 
sure and  resignation  instances  in  my  own 
family  of  obstinate  folly  and  headstrong 
imprudence;  because  1  am  but  too  cer- 
tain that,  were  my  latest  breath  to  be 
spent  iu  representation  and  entreaty,  it 
would  avail  as  little,  and  be  considered 
with  the  same  attention  as  the  buzzins:  of 
a  summer  fly. 

^'  You  have  beheld  lately,  my  dear 
Laura,  perilous  examples — to  you  they 
have  not  fortunately  appeared  alluring, 
but  disgustful.  You  have  too  witnessed 
an  amiable  example  of  a  contrary  nature : 
in  making  an  election  of  your  model,  I 
am  convinced  your  good  sense  and  judg- 
ment will  lead  you  to  discriminate  rightly, 
o  5  and 
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and  then  you  ^\  ill  have  the  pov/er  of  sup- 
plying that  deficiency  of  friends  which 
vicious  dissipation  may  have  deprived 
you  of,  by  others  which  the  attraction  of 
your  own  merit  will  create  to  you  " 

The  entrance  of  Mr.  Hamilton  now 
interrupted  the  lecture  of  his  Lady:  he 
advanced  to  Laura  with  an  unusual  com- 
placency of  aspect;  for  he  seldom  indeed 
exhibited  any,  bat  cased  his  sentiments 
and  feelings  in  a  grave  reserve,  originating 
perhaps  in  nature,  and  strengthened  by 
habit;  but  his  heart  was  kind  and  hu- 
mane. 

Having  learned  iier  new  residence,  he 
Avould  not  quit  the  room  without  second- 
ing very  earnestly  the  request  of  JMrs. 
Hamilton,  that  she  would  remain  through- 
out the  day  with  them;  a  request  Laura 
very  gratefully  acceded  to,  and  having 
dismissed  the  servant  of  Mrs.  Meedon, 
she  prepared  to  enjoy  a  few  peaceful 
hours. 

As  they  sat  after  dinner,  Mr.  Hamil- 
ton enquired  by  what  particular  accident 
his  mad  biother-iii-law  had  contrived  to 

procure 
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procure  his  broken  limb ;  and  wliea 
Laura,  softening  the  account  of  his  fran- 
tic folly,  slightly  mentioned  the  circum- 
stance required  of  her,  he  shook  his  head 
expressively,   and  dropped  the  subject. 

A  little  before  eleven  in  tlie  evening  the 
carriage,  or  the  ]\Iecdon  caravan^  as  it 
was  generally  termed  in  the  fashionable 
drive,  where  it  paraded  very  frequently — 
th.e  iMeedon  caravan  called  for  Laura;  an 
attention  she  readily  imagined  to  proceed 
from  Fanny.  Could  she,  however,  have 
divined  the  consequence  of  accepting  a 
seat  in  it,  she  might  probably  at  this 
juncture  .have  declined  an  honour,  the 
"  imniediate  price  of  which  was  a  very  te- 
dious attendance  at  the  door  of  the  Ho- 
nourable l\Irs.  Bergarde,  at  whose  assem- 
bly was  Lady  Mary  Alornay,  her  fair 
c(nisin,  who  entered  the  carriao-e  with  a 
very  slight  apology  for  having  suffered 
Laura  to  wait  so  long. 

The  coach inan  now  galloped  oft   to  the 

Opera    House,    where  he   was  to  pick   up 

the  gentie   En)blctons;  "but   the  obstacles. 

to  his  near  approach  were  so  numeioas, 

b  0"  that 
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tluit  1]C  could  not,  with  every  varied 
effort  of  lashing  and  s\\  caring,  overcome 
them. 

Laura  was  ver.y  much  alarmed  on  find- 
ing herself  in  the  midst  of  a  concourse 
of  carriages,  driving  furiously  forward, 
crossing  amidst  the  execrations  of  sur- 
rounding whips,  or  backing  against  each 
other,  spite  of  the  most  violent  remon- 
strances. She  beheld  the  pole  of  a  cha- 
riot almost  in  contact  with  the  window 
near  which  she  sat,  and  with  consider- 
able presence  of  mind  let  down  the  glass 
at  the  moment  it  was  dashing  against  it, 
whilst  the  foam  of  the  horses,  goaded, 
checked,  and  irritated,  flew  over  her 
cheek. 

Lady  Mary  screamed  violently,  and 
seizing  the  arm  of  Laura,   exclaimed — 

''We  shall  be  killed!  we  shall  be 
killed !  *  and  when  the  danger  appeared  a 
little  to  subside,  she  soothed  her  terrors, 
by  raving  at  the  impertinence  of  the 
servants,  in  not  taking  her  home  before 
they  proceeded  to  the  Haymarket; -for- 
getting,  or   chusing   to  forget,   that  she 

was 
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was  herself  tlie  occasion  6f  the  offence, 
by  detaining  them  nntil  it  was  too  kite  to 
have  done  so,  without  entirely  neglecting 
her  friends,  the  Embletons. 

In  a  few  minutes  the  tumult  redoubled  : 
an  ungovernable  pair  of  horses  spread 
confusion  and  terror  around  them;  their 
driver  was  thrown  from  his  seat,  and  tlie 
carriage  to  which  they  belonged,  was  en- 
tirely demolished. 

*'  Will  no  one  take  me  from  this  dread- 
ful pUce?"  cried  Lady  Mary:  '' I  shall 
be  killed— I  shall  be  killed!" 

^'  Take  courage,"  said  Laura,  who 
feared  she  would  taint;  '*  I  hope  we  shall 
soon  be  disengaged." 

As  she  spoke,  a  pole  vv^as  driven  through 
one  of  the  side  panels  with  a  dreadful 
crash,  and  Lady  Mary  the  next  mo- 
ment, in  a  tone  half  joyful  and  half  sup- 
phcating,  ejaculated—*'  My  father!  Oh 
my  father!" 

The  person  she  thus  addressed  was  in 

the  carriage  from  which  the  injury  had 

been  received,   and  was  indeed  her  father, 

the  Earl  of  Glendarvon,    who  called  to 

5  i^^s 
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Ills  servants  to  succour  it*  possit)le  liis  un- 
protected clauglitcr,  now  faintiui^  in  the 
arms  of  her  trembling  conn)anion. 

But  it  was  some  time  ere  this  comniand 
could  be  obeyed;  though  at  length  Laura 
and  herself  were  taken  from  the  shattered 
caravan  of  poor  old  Aieedon,  and  con- 
veyed to  a  shop  that  was  still  open,  wiiere 
Lord  Glendarvon  procured  assistance  for 
Lady  Mary,  and  olTered  restoratives  to 
her  young  associate,  wliom  he  liad  already 
discovered  to  be  a  very  lovely  girl. 

Laura  declared,  however,  that  she  did 
not  require  any,  and  assiduously  em- 
ploved  herself  in  aiding  the  recov'cry  of 
tlie  gieater  sufferer,  uho  in  a  few  mi- 
nutes revived,  and  soon  regained  her  le- 
col  lection. 

*'  Mary,"  said  her  fatlier,  ^'  you  are 
extremely  indebted  to  your  charming 
friend  for  the  tender  attentions  she  has 
Jjonoured  you  with;  and  1  wish  you  to 
a(Ul  your  acknowledgments  to  those  1  am 
anxious  to  otrcr  to  this  fair  mini-jtering 
angel. " 

**  How 
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"  IIov;  was  I  saved,  papa?"  demanded 
Lady  Mary.  "  1  thought  I  must  have 
been  killed!" 

**  This  young  hidy  supported  you,"  re- 
plied her  father,  "  and  very  much  as- 
sisted in  extricating  you,  senseless  as  yon 
were,   from  your  perilous  situation." 

''  Dear  IMiss  Delaunie,"  cried  she,  ''I 
am  sure  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  : 
I  told  the  Embletons  this  morning  that  I 
was  certain  you  were  very  good-natured!" 

Laura,  on  hearing  the  name  of  the 
sisters,  recollected  that  their  situation 
might  at  that  moment  perhaps  be  very 
embarrassing,  and  enquired  of  Lady 
Mary  what  could  be  done  to  assist  them. 

*'  Lideed  I  do  not  know,"  replied 
tlicir  dear  friend  an^/l  approved  intimate; 
*^  John  must  procure  them  chairs,  I 
suppose.  I  am  sure  they  cannot  be  in  a 
more  shocking  situation  than  they  chose 
to  place  me  in;  and  I  really  think  it  was 
very  impertinent  to  expect  me  to  wait  for 
them  at  the  Opera-house  door!" 

Lord  Glendarvon  did  not  express  anv 
indignation    at     the    circumstance,     but 

calmly 
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calmly  sent  one  of  his  own  servants  with 
that  of  Mrs.  iNIcedon,  to  attend  the  of- 
fenders, whilst  he  accoui})anicd  Lady 
]Mary  and  her  companion  to  tlieir  dwell- 
in «;.  In  the  carriage  he  a^ain  uttered  a 
warm  etdoginm  upon  the  efforts  of  Laura 
to  assist  his  daughter;  and  tlms  strongly 
reminded,  Lady  Mary,  who  had  oftea 
occasion  to  recur  to  the  liherality  of  her 
father,  took  the  hand  of  Laura,  and 
]viotested  that  from  that  moment  she 
should  be  hdr  dearest  friend,  and  she 
would  love  her  better  than  any  body  in 
the  world,  papa  excepted  :  and  though 
Laura  declared  she  had  no  claim  to  this 
threatened  attachment,  yet,  as  it  ap- 
peared to  please  Lord  Glendarvon,  Lady 
JMary  persisted  in  her  intention. 

lie  was  prevented  by  an  indispensable 
engagement  from  accompanying  the  new 
friends  to  the  drawing-room  of  Mrs. 
Meedon ;  and,  lamenting  that  he  was 
compelled  to  pass  the  next  day  a  few 
miles  out  of  town,  he  told  his  daughter 
that  he  should  immedii^tely  on  his  re- 
turn inform  hini6elf  how  far  her  fair  com- 
panion 
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panion   and  herself  were  recovered  fiom 
the  terror  of  their  adventure. 

Laura,  who  had  found  the  excessive 
acknowledgments  both  of  the  father  and 
daughter  much  more  distressing  than  gra- 
tifying, suffered  Lady  Mary  to  have  tlie 
pleasure  of  relating  her  distresses  without 
an}^  assistance;  and  pleading  a  violent 
head-ache,  which  was  indeed  true,  slie 
immediately  retired  to  her  apartment,  and 
to  her  repose. 


CHAP.    XIV, 


By 


{  the  time  Dolly  attended  her  young 
Lady  the  next  n^.orning,  slie  had  learned 
by  report,  which  in  th.e  household  of 
Mrs.  IMecdon  had  a  very  rapid  circula- 
tion, of  the  disaster  of  the  preceding 
evening,  and  very  earnestly  congratu- 
lated her  that  she  had  not  been  killed. 

'MVhy, 
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*^  Why,  Ma'am,  we  M'as  both  in  bad 
luck  yesterday,"  added  Mrs.  Maunder: 
*'  for  I  only  went  out  after  you  was  gone, 
to  buy  sonje  threads  and  tapes,  and  other 
odd  matters,  and  whde  I  was  au^ay,  who 
should  come  and  see  me  but  William;  but 
he  never  sot  down,  nor  vraitcd,  nor  no- 
tliing,  to  see  if  I  was  coming  back,  wliich 
they  told  him  I  was,  and  only  axed  the 
question,  and  v/lien  Jolui  said  I  was  not 
at  home,  of^'  he  sot;  but  he  said  he  be- 
lieved he  should  call  again  this  morning; 
so,  Ma'am,  if  you've  any  thing  you 
wants  to  know,  why  rell  me,  you  see^ 
and  I'll  pump  it  out  of  him." 

Laura  not  entirely  approving  of  this 
mode  of  gaining  intelligence,  merely  de- 
sired her  to  enquire  if  Lord  John  Tra- 
heme  weie  in  town,  and  if  Lady  Emily 
and  her  brother  M-ere  at  Beliinghani 
iiouse,  and  in  health;  which  was  vtry 
readily  promised,  and  Dolly  promised 
herself  at  the  same  tin^e  tliat  she  would 
ads'ance  a  few^  more  enquiries  for  her  own 
private  satisfaction. 

About 
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About  one  o'clock  Laura  returned  to 
her  apartment,  expecting  and  dreading 
tiie  communication  of  her  attendant,  if, 
as  she  supposed,  she  had  seen  William; 
and  a  few  minutes  after,  Dolly  followed 
her  Vvith  a  face  of  consternation  and  a 
confusion  of  manner  her  young  Lady 
was  not  slow  in  remarking.  In  coijtra- 
diction  to  her  usual  custom,  she  did  not 
appear  in  haste  to  impart  what  she  had 
learned,  until  Laura,  in  a  trembling 
voice,  asked  her  if  William  had  not 
called. 

**  Called,  Miss  Laura!,  yes,  I\I:iam, 
he  called  to  be  surel"  replied  Doily» 
taking  up  two  or  three  tilings  succes- 
sively, and  laying  them  as  quickly  down 
again. 

**  What  did  he  say  to  you?"  demanded 
Laura,  unable  to  check  the  emotion  that 
prompted  the  question. 

"  Why,  Ma'am,  I  don't  know,  not 
I,"  returned  she:  ''  I'm  sure  I'm  so  flus- 
tered, I  don't  know  what  I'm  about!" 

*'  I  conjure  you  to  tell  mel"  exclaimed 

Laura; 
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Laura:     ^'  pcrliaps    I    guess    the   worst — 
pray  inform  me  !" 

''  Wliy,  Ma'am,   lie  says but,  lauk, 

he  can't  ^tell,   you  know,   for  sartain — it's 
onl\'  what  he  licars  folks  say." 

*'  What    is  it?"    asked    Laura,    with  a 
cok)urless  aspect. 

''  Why  they  say,  IMa'am,  tluat  Lady 
Harriet  Clinton,  hke  a  good-for-nothing 
(lev^ii  as  she  is — God  forgive  me  !  has 
ticed  away  my  Lord  Marqins  to  foreign 
parts;  and  he's  wrote  to  oicl  Lord  John, 
liiat  he'll  never  come  again —  and,  v,hat's 
more,  lie  intends  to  stick  to  his, word, 
for  he's  sold  all  he  can,  they  say,  and 
tookt  up  money  upon  his  lands,  or  off 
his  lands,    or  somewhat." 

**  Never  return  !"   exclaimed  Laura. 

**  I  hope  it  an't  true,  ]Miss  Laura — I 
liope  so — — but  come  what  will,  I'll  never 
leave  you,  Ma'am,  whiles  you  shall  say  — 
'  Dolly,  stay  with  me!' — Lve  tended 
you,  Miss  Laura,  w  hen  you  was  a  young- 
thing,  not  higher  than  that— and  Lll 
tend  }ou  yet,   come  wiiat  will!" 

*'Xot 
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^'  Not  return  !"  repeated  she.  —  ''  Dolly, 
I  tluink  you  tor  this  proof  (>f  ^our  at- 
tachment to  me good    Heaven  !   never 

return!     Where  does  Lord  John  reside  in 
town?' 

*'  WiUiain  says,  Ma'am,  in  Cumber- 
land Street  -  liere,  Ma'am,  I  got  Mr. 
Geoige,  Lady  Augusta's  man,  to  write  it 
<lo\vn." 

Lama    now   thought   tliat  ?Jr.  Aubiry 
had  iiitimated  sonietliing   of  tiiis  iiiipend- 
ing  storm  in  the  missing  letter;   and   per- 
haps   conveyed    to    lier   instructions  and 
advice  from    Lord   Jolni.       Painfully  agi- 
tated   i)y  tfiis   idea,    she  l)egged  oi'  Dolly 
to    go    herself    to   th.e    lodgisigs    of    Mr. 
Aubrey,     and    encpiire    if    he    iiad    been 
there,     or   \\as    still   expected    to   return. 
■ — *'   If  he  is  not  ti;ei-e, '"  ad(!ed  sh-e,   "and 
tlie  letter  wlueli   1   \s  as  commi.ssioned    to 
delis-er  to  him  from    Mrs.   Au!)rey   sliould 
still  remain  at  the   ])1  lee,    I   must  entreat 
you  to  proceed   to   Cmnberland  Street — 
perhaps   he   n^.ay  be  at  the  house  of  Loid 
John,  or  the  servants  tliere  may  accident- 
ally know  where  1  can  address  him." 

She 
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Slic  then  ^ave  Dolly  money  to  take  a 
hack,  both  for  convenience  and  expedi- 
tion,   and  hastened  her  away. 

Until  her  retnrn,   as  she  was  too  inuch 
disconiposed  to  rejoin  the  fair  society,  she 
sat  alone:   but  Iier  solitude  was  shortly  in- 
terrupted by  a  kind  visit  from  Miss  Mee- 
don,   who  having    mentioned   lier    regret 
that  her   officiousness  should    have    sub- 
jected her  to  such  an  unpleasant  adven- 
ture as  slie  had    encountered   the  preced- 
ing evening,    and    having  informed   her- 
self  if  she  could    perform  any   little  of- 
fice of  attention,   was   then  compelled  to 
leave    her;   and   very  soon   after  her  de- 
])arture,    the  new   friend  of  Laura,    Lady 
I\Liry   Mornay,   sent    to    beg  admittance 
for  live  minutes;    a  request  she  could  not 
refuse,    but    which   she    very   reluctantly 
granted. 

Lady  Mary  met  her  ^\ith  the  most  con- 
desceniiing  expressions  of  attachment  and 
gratitude,  to  which  Laura  replied  with  as 
nuich  composure  of  mind  and  as  much 
complacency  as  she  could  assume  :  and 
her  u'cntle  associate  having  nothing  better 

to 
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to  do  until  slie  was  called  to  accompany 
tliree  or  four  of  the  party  to  tiie  Park, 
continued  to  torment  her  with  demon- 
strations of  friendship  which  slie  could 
not  return;  and  professions  equally  insin- 
cere, until  Mrs.  jNiaunder  made  her  ap- 
pearance. 

The  impatience  of  Laura  could  not 
tlien  be  longer  contronled;  and  taking 
Dolly  into  the  next  roon^,  she  denuinded 
if  she  had  heard  of  Air.  Aubrey. 

"  Lauk,  yes,  j\la'am  !"  replied  tlie 
^uivantc  :  "I  see  the  housekeeper  at 
Lord  John's — for  they  had  not  seen  him 
at  t'other  place — and  when  I  told  her  wlio 
I  came  from,  she  said  Mr.  Aubrey  liad 
sot  off  \\  ith  her  Lord,  to  go  after  the 
Marquis,  this  blessed  morning  hhe  siid 
her  Lord  and  Air.  Aubr.y  went  the  day 
afore  yesterday  to  see  Lady  Betty,  lur 
Lord's  sister — so  wrnles  they  was  tlicre,  an 
old  sarvant  wdio  had  lived  with  the  Mar- 
quis's father,  he  went  after  'em,  and  told 
Mr.  Aubrey  somevvhat  that  he  had  picked 
u[),  she  said,  and  so  her  Loixl  and  him 
went,   late  as  it  was,   farther   on,  to  the 

JMarquis's 
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Marquis's  M'iller:  hut  liis  Lordsliip  M'asn't 
tlK'ic;  so  Micy  coiiierl  hark  at  two  o'clock 
yesterday  morning;  aiu!  then  licr  L(;rd, 
poor  old  gentleman !  wanted  to  set  off 
directly  after  the  Marquis,  Ibr  the  credit 
of  the  family,  to  persuade  him  to  come 
back;  but  Mr.  Aubrey  made  him  stay, 
to  try  to  hnd  out  where  my  Lord  was 
gone  to,  before  they  sot  oft'  harum  sea- 
rum;  and  meanwhiles  there  comes  a  letter 
from  the  MaKjuis;  so  they  went  at  five 
tliis  morning.  Slie  says,  Ma  am,,  licr 
poor  old  Lord  an't  slenr  a  wink,  she 
knows,  sin  he  heard  that  twinkling  of -the 
matter  from  old  Matthew,  and  an"t  eat  a 
bit  scarce— and  she  tlnnks  what  with  that, 
and  scurrying  about  in  such  a  fasliion, 
whicli,  poor  old  gentleman!  he  an't  a  bit 
used  to,  that  it  will  l)e  the  death  on  him  !" 
After  receiving  intelligence  so  painful, 
Laura  was  compelled  to  return  to  her 
young  guest;  but  as  she  found  it  impos- 
sible to  rally  hef  spirits  in  any  degree, 
Lady  Mary  hinting^  that  she  was  m;t  un- 
acquainted with  the  cause  of  her  incjuie- 
tude,  endeavoured  to  ])ersuade  her  that  it 

ought 
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ought  to  be  a  subject  of  perfect  indiffer- 
ence to  her:  her  argument  was  not,  how- 
ever, quite  similar  to  that  of  Mrs.  Hamil- 
ton, for  she  merely  asserted  that  the  con- 
duct of  the  Marquis  was  a  veiy  casual 
thing,  and  nobody  could  think  any  thing 
of  it :  ^ '  and  as  for  Lady  Bellingham, "  add- 
ed the  consoler,  ^*  she  will  of  course  marry 
J\lr.  Averne,  after  the  divorce,  and  be  vi- 
sited a«:ain,  when  she  o'ivcs  breakfasts  and 

fties dear  me,  I  am  sure  it  would  not 

chagrin  me  at  all — it  happens  so  often!" 

Laura  felt  much  relieved  at  her  depart- 
ure, notwithstanding  this  kind  attempt  to 
assuage  her  griefs;  and  now  finding  her- 
self really  indisposeil,  and  her  fortitude  at 
the  lowest  ebb,  she  obtained  permission  of 
I\Irs.  Meedon  to  seclude  herself  for  the 
rest  of  the  day,  which  she  passed  in  the 
most  m(Hiint'ul  reflections,  haunted  by 
the  images  of  Lord  Bellingham's  deserted 
cliildien,  nov/,  by  the  absence  of  their 
father  and  uncle,  entirely  dependant  upon 
the  attention  of  wretches  without  prin- 
ciple or  one  humane  affection,  as  their 
conduct  at  Ad  wan  had  proved  to  her. 

VOL.   II.  p  Earnestly 
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Earnestly  wishing  to  see  and  embrace 
them,  she  dispatched  Dolly  the  next ' 
morning  to  learn  at  Beilingham  House  if 
they  were  yet  there,  or  at  the  villa  of  the 
Marquis  near  town ;  and  Mrs.  Maunder 
returned  with  information  that  the  chil- 
dren had  been  sent  to  a  place  of  Lord" 
Beilingham  on  the  Sussex  coast,  where  he 
had  desired  they  might  remain  until  he 
wrote  his  further  in  tent  ions  respecting  them. 
*'At  Beilingham  House,  Ma'am,"  add- 
ed Dolly,  "  there  is  nothing  but  confusion 
and  rabi)!e  rout,  and  noise  and  bawling — 
for  people  was  taking  down  all  the  grand 
furniture  and  things,  and  carrying  em 
away;  and  they  says  my  Lord  has  sold  it 
all --and  the  court  was  full  of  waggons, 
and  carts,   and  j)orterS;   and   polsterers — 

and,   Ma  am " 

Laura  was  shocked;  and  not  wishino;to 
hear  any  nore  of  a  detail  that  produced 
so  many  alilictii.g  images,  gently  cliccked 
the  v(;Ud)ility  ot  her  well-meaning  at- 
tendant. 

The  ardently  expected  replies  of  her 
Adwan  friends  she  yet  more  impatiently 

awaited, 
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awaited,  when  her  tortured  mind  reverted 
to  her  prospects,  and  that  she  recollected 
that  they  were  now  the  only  beings  in  the 
island,  Mrs,  Hamilton  excepted,  who  in- 
terested themselves  in  any  degree  in  her 
welfare.  The  mortifications  of  her  pre- 
sent situation  were  severely  felt  by  her : 
surrounded  as  she  was  by  a  society  haughty, 
capricious,  vain,  and  unreflecting,  she 
could  expect  in  it  only  inconvenience, 
misery,   and  irksome  disgust. 

In  the  height  of  her  melancholy  rumi- 
nations, Lady  Mary  entered,  with  the  air 
of  a  most  tender  and  intimate  friend,  and 
gently  chiding  her  for  indulging  sensa- 
tions her  affection  condemned,  insisted 
that  her  dear  Laura  (whose  first  name  she 
had  learned  for  the  purpose  of  addi-essing 
her  in  an  endearing  manner),  that  her 
dear  Laura  slu)uld  accompany  her  to  the 
nnisic-room,  to  dissipate  by  her  charming 
presence  the  enniii  of  a  visit  from  her  sing- 
ing-master. 

Laura  was  unwilling  to  repay  the  ad- 
vances of  this  voun<2:  ladv  wiih  a  coldness 
that  would  be  terme  1  ingracitu.le,  and 
f  p  2  might 
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iTiigiit  perliaps  contribute,  by^  the  indig- 
nation it  would  excite,  to  render  her 
present  abode  insupportable  to  her.  She 
likewise  felt  that  her  spirits  sunk  in  pro- 
portion as  she  indulged  her  sadness;  and 
experiencing  too  the  necessity  of  discou- 
raging tliis  depression,  slie  complied  with 
the  invitation. 

In  tlie  music-room  sl^e  beheld  the  fa- 
ther of  Lady  Mary  conversing  with  a 
stranger,  who  wore  an  air  of  very  visible 
consequence  and  conceit,  took  snuff  with 
a  foreign  mien,  and  surveyed  Laura  with 
an  impertinence  that,  added  to  her  sur- 
prise at  the  unexpected  appearance  of 
Lord  Glendarvon,  which  Lady  Mary  had 
not  thought  proper  to  announce,  brought 
a  deeper  blush  into  her  cheek. 

Again  this  very  grateful  Nobleman  ad- 
verted to  the  animated  sense  he  enter- 
tciiued  of  those  well-timed  attentions  his 
daughter  had  been  the  o])ject  of,  when 
he  had  encountered  her  on  Saturday 
evening:  he  was  charmed  to  observe,  he 
said,  that  the  terror  of  the  J  rat  as  in 
^\liich  she  had  been  engaged,     had    not 

made 
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inarle  any  impression  on  the  liealth  of  the 
amiable  Miss  Delaunie;  and  w/is  pioceed- 
iiio-  in  the  same  complimentary  style, 
when  the  stranger  regarding  his  watch, 
started  in  affected  surprise,  exclaimi  \o- — . 

*■  Ah,  Miledi,  non  posso  resterpiu  long 
terns — sono  stato  qui,  pr^squ'une  heure  ! 
Allons,    Miledi,   une  petite  canzonetta," 

**  Oh,  I  cannot  sing  this  morning,"  re- 
turned Lady  Marv;  *'  I  havenot  a  note 
in  mj^  voice!" 

**  Ah,  Miledi,"  resumed  Signore  Can- 
tatore,  with  a  ydde  smile;  **  no  escuse — 
you  ave  fine  voce — bote  dis  Signora  belis- 
sima  will  sing  torse,  for  you?" 

This  proposition  was  extremely  ap- 
proved by  Lord  Glendarvon,  but  Laura 
declined  it,  not  Nvithout  some  secret  in- 
dignation at  the  freedom* of  manner  with 
wliicli  it  was  made;  and  at  length  Lady 
Mary  was  persuaded  to  execute  a  duet 
with  her  instructor,  in  \vhich  he  on- 
trived  to  throw  so  much  sentiment ^  ogled,, 
grinned,  languished,  and  acted  the  theac 
tricaL lover  with  so  impertinent  a  licence, 
that  Laura  expected  to  behold  every  suc- 
r   3  ceedmg 
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ceecliiig  minute  some  very  violent  eifect 
of  Lord  Glendarvon  s  disapprobation : 
but,  au  contrairej  he  witnessed  tlie  senti- 
mental contortions  of  the  Signore  Canta- 
torc  with  great  composure,  whenever  he 
could  prevail  upon  himself  to  turn  his 
regards  from  tlie  figure  of  Laura;  and 
A\hen  the  performance  was  conchided, 
comphmented  his  daughter  upon  her  im- 
proved style,  and  extended  the  comment 
dation  to  the  master,  wliose  ta^te,  assi- 
duity, and  judgment,  his  Lordship  af- 
firmed, could  not  fail  to  ensure  the  most 
iiappy  efl^ect. 

*'  Miledi  sing  tr^s  bien,"  replied  the 
Signore,  *'  for  Englis  lady: — le  Signore 
Inglese,"  added  he,  taking  snuff  with  a 
simper,  which  vras  embellished  by  his  half- 
closed  evelids,  *'  le  Si^-nore  In^rlese  sinor 
like  dtir  own  vinter,  all  fross  and  snow — 
per  essempio — when  dcy  sing  canzonctte 
d'amore,  ou  des  chansons  solatres,  \v\ 
pare  qu'elies  s'endormcnt !  But  Miledi, 
wid  my  lesson,  will  sing  avec  beaucoup 
de  sc7itimcHt ! — Now,    Miledi,   encore  dis 

litttl 
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cl   duo  si 
ben 


littcl   duo  sing  wid   me  —  "  Adorato   mio 


Thus  encouraged,  Lady  Mary  exerted 
her  powers  of  seuiiment,  and  really  iiic- 
ritcd  so  perfectly,  iu  this  second  effort, 
the  eulogiurn  of  the  Signoie  Cantatore, 
that  Laura  was  confounded,  t!ie  instruc- 
tor was  in  raptures,  and  Lord  Glendarvoii 
apphiuded  both  witli  hands  and  voice. 

But  il  Signore  Cantatore  now  again  re- 
garded his  watch,  and  declaring  in  a 
mixed  phraseology  of  Italian,  English, 
and    French,    that    the   young    Countess 

of was  then    impatiently  waiting  to 

receive  her  lesson,   he  withdrew. 

Lord  Glendarvon  did  not  appear  by  any 
means  so  well  disposed  to  quit  the  place: 
he  remained  a  considerable  time  after  the 
patience  of  Laura  was  entirely  exhausted, 
conversing  on  topics  wholly  uninteresting 
to  her;  and  having  taken  occasion  to  ex- 
patiate very  largely  on  the  beauties  of  a 
little  place  he  had  lately  })urchased  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  metropolis,  he  told  Ids 
daughter  he  was  preparing  it  to  receive  a 
5  vkit 
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visit  from  her,   when  tlie  spring  was  ra- 
ther more  advanced. 

**  Mrs.  Bergarde  will  assist  you  in  do- 
ing tlie  honours  of  the  place,"  added  his 
Lordship,  '*  and  I  hope  you  will  he  ahle 
to  induce  yoiH'  cliarnung  friend  to  accom- 
pany you." 

''  Oh,  I  will  nbt  he  denied!"  ex- 
claimed Lady  Mary:  ^Mt  shall  he  my 
first  rc<|uest  to  my  dear  Laura,  and  slie 
will  not,  I  know,  have  the  cruelty  to 
mortify  me  by  a  refusal." 

Laura  endeavoured  to  evade  any  fur- 
ther discussion  of  this  proposal,  by  say- 
ing she  would  refer  it  to  her  friends. 

**  Oh,  I  will  entreat  them  so  earnestly, 
that  they  shall  not  deny  me,"  returned  the 
importunate  Lady  Mary,  who  had  re- 
ceived a  huiidred  pounds  of  her  father 
about  an  hour  before,  with  a  pronfrse  of 
an  increase  in  her  appointments.  —  *'  Who- 
must  I  apply  to,  my  beloved  Laura?  I 
will  not  lose  a  day !" 

Distressed  by  this  unexpected  demand, 
Laura  siglicd,   and  turned  a.way;   and  her 
new   friend    perceiving    that    her    incon- 
siderate 
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sifleratc  zeal  had  given  lier  pain,  very 
adroitly  spared  her  the  mortification  of 
attcmjjting  a  reply,-  by  hurrying 'to  ano- 
ther subject. 

In  a  short  time  after,  Lord  Glendarvon, 
wliose  visit  had  been  uncommonly  long, 
left  the  house,  and  Laura  was  then  per- 
mitted to  return  to  her  apartment,  where 
the  recent  enquiry  of  Lady  Mary  gave 
birth  to  very  uneasy  reflections,  and  she 
earnestly  longed  to  question  Mrs.  Hamil- 
ton upon  a  subject  so  important  to  her. 
She  had  some  confused  idea  of  having 
heard  'Mv.  liothemere  mention  guardiaiiS 
appointed  in  her  iiitancy,  but  she  kne^y 
not  that  she  possessed  any  property  inde- 
pendent of  the  bounty  of  the  Marquis, 
and  she  thought,  in  the  present  gloomy 
situation  of  affairs,  it  would  not  be  won- 
derful if  she  should  discover  that  no  ar- 
rangement had  been  made  for  her  sui)- 
port :  but  she  was  compelled  to  retain 
this  new  inquietude  until  the  followin|>; 
<lay,  for  it  was  now  too  hite  to  seek  3»Irs. 
Hamilton. 

The 
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The  next  mornino^  tlicn  slie  had  again 
recourfse  to  the  favour  of  Fanny  Meedon 
to  ol)tain  an  attendant;  and  stealing  out 
unol).served  by  Lady  Mary,  who  might 
perhaps  have  desired  to  accompany  lier, 
she  reached  the  house  of  lier  friend,  and, 
to  her  extreme  disappointment,  was  told 
that  she  was  not  at  home.  Laura  felt, 
however,  so  much  interested- in  the  en- 
quiry slic  wished  to  urge,  that  slie  ven- 
tured to  ask  for  Mr.  L^amilton,  and  being 
conducted  up  stairs,   he  attended  lier. 

In  soiv-e  confusion,  she  then  apologized 
for  tliis  step,  hut  he  interrupted  her  with 
an  affnination  that  he  received  her  em- 
bassy with  pleasure,  and  was  flattered  that- 
she  had  sent  to  him:  yet,  when  she  ad- 
verted to  the  question  she  meant  to  have 
put  to  his  Lady,  his  aspect  changed,  and 
though  he  acknowledged  having  some  in- 
formation of  tlie  guardianship  she  spoke 
of,  he  said  she  must  require  the  particu- 
lars of  Mrs.  liamiltoQ. 

With  this  vague  confirmation  of  lier 
surmise,     Laura    was    couipelled    for    the 

present 
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present  to  be  satisfied ;  and  Mr.  Hamilton 
having  parted  from  her  at  t'le  do')r  of  his 
mansion,     retired    to    the    apartment    she 
had  quitted,  to  reflect   with    indignation 
and    regret,    upon    the    injuries    she    had 
receiv^ed    from    the   Melville  family;    for 
though  he  had  affected  in  her  presence  to" 
be  ignorant  of  her  concerns,   the  interest 
his  wife  took  in  the  child  of  Mrs.  Rotlie- 
mere   had  lately  prompted  him  to  enquire 
into  the   responsibility  of  the    people  ap- 
pointed    by    the    Dowager    Countess    of 
IMelvilie,    to  guard  the  property  of  Laura, 
settled   upon   her  by  the  Marquis,   before 
repeated    prodigalities    had    dried  up  the 
sources  of  his   liberality.      Mr.  Hamilton 
then  learned  tiiat  one  of  tliese  men   had 
been  a  tradesman   of  the  elder  Lady  Mel- 
ville,  and  that  the  other  was  an  attorney 
of  notorious  character,   who  at  the  time 
of   the    transaction    had    been   a   sort    of 
factotum  to  her  — steward,  bro^er,  nioney- 
borrow^r,   lawyer,    and  adjuster  off  every 
intricate  business   in  which  the  Countess 


was  then  engaged. 
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The  first  of  tliese  guardians  bad  died 
witliout  JK^irS;  and  intestate;  and  the 
second  having  nefariously  withdrawn  the 
money  of  his  ward  from  the  public  fund 
in  which  it  had  been  placed,  was  then  in 
the -King's  Bench  for  other  speculations 
of  the  same  nature. 


END    OF    VOL.    II, 


ttiZf   MINIRVA-PRESS,    L  £A  DI  N  H  ALt^ST  R  1 1  T. 


o 

u 

:-• 
O 

.2 

o 

o 

o 

is 

*o 

Qh 
CO 

SH 
a; 
> 


'So 

^ 

^ 

tn 

'c3 

^ 

^ 

O 

'O 

o 

<D 

^ 

4-1 

CO 

o 

H  .S 


o 
o 


b  p  S 


a. 

So 

o 


.2  -^ 


CO 

u. 

> 

o 
o 

O 

5=1 


a  -^  .S 

O      (D     »^ 

>H    ;3    oj 


;:    c3  .^1 


w^   '^    ^  ^ 

OjO     CO      u,  •'T* 

r    ^    <^  'S 

*-'       U       (J  ^ 

in  in 


^0. 


O    'O 


c^ 


<  <  U  U  W  fe  fe 


r^*n, 


w,...*'*- 


•iMr**^' 


